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AN EXPERIMENTAL SUMMER COURSE IN ECONOMICS WAS PRESENTED
TO 53 PREFRESHMAN COLLEGE STUDENTS. THE 6-WEEK COURSE
ENTAILED LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS. ONCE A WEEK THE ENTIRE
CLASS WAS BROKEN INTO SMALL GROUPS THAT WOULD MEET WITH A
SECTION INSTRUCTOR OR LECTURER TO DISCUSS 4 SPECIFIC READING.
AT LEAST ONCE A WEEK, A FILM RELEVANT TO THE COURSE WAS o
PRESENTED AND DISCUSSED. THE STUDENTS AND STAFF EXAMINED ONE Lo
QUESTION IN DEPTH IN OPPOSITION TO THE TRADITIONAL METHOD OF '
PRESENTING MATERIAL IN AN INTRODUCTORY COURSE. INSTRUCTORS
FROM DISCIPLINES OTHER THAN ECONOMICS DELIVERED LECTURES THAT
ATTEMPTED TO TIE THEIR OWN DISCIPLINES TO THE SPECIAL
QUESTION OF THE COURSE, WHICH WAS "WHY ARE THERE FOOR FEOFLE
IN A RICH SOCIETY LIKE THE UNTTED STATES." THE PROGRAM PROVED
QUITE SUCCESSFUL, AND EVIDENCES OF THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS ARE
SHOWN IN THE FORM OF ESSAYS PREPARED BY THE STUDENTS, BY THE
RECORDED STATEMENTS OF THE STUDENTS MADE AT THE BEGINNING AND

AT THE END OF INSTRUCTION, AND RBY EVALUATIONS MADE BY THE
. INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF. (GD)
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1.

This report consist

™M

of the following materials:

The report of Douglas F. Dowd, Cornell University, Director
of the project and the Instructor in Economics. Appended
are Appendix A, listing refercnce books used in the course;
Appendix B, listing the priuciples underlying the conrsej
Appendix C, before and after essays of each student enroll-
ed in the course,

The report of Michael Maccoby, Cuernavaca, Mexico, Psychol-
ogist, Instructor in Psychology.

The report of Sister Marie August
partment of Sociology, Emmanuel C
ology.

a Neal, Chairman of the De-
ollege, Instructor in Soci-

The report of John C. Rensenbrink, Department of Government,
Bowdoin College, Instructor in Political Science.
The term paper of James Buyoucos, a student in the course.

The term paper of Clifford Sessions, a student in the course.

<

The report of Fugene Lichtenstein, New York City, participating
on the staff of the project as an evaluator.

r

These materials are presented to explain the background cf
the project, its purposes, and its outcomes, Evidences of the
accomplishnents are exemplified in the form of essays prepared
by the students and by their reccorded statements made at the
beginning and at the end of the instruction.

In addition to the change refiected in student attitudes and
understandings, as shown in the comparison of student state-
ments, the results of the project also are reviewed fxrom the
standpoint of the instructional staff,




Flnal Report, U.S. Office of Education, Project
6-2132-20, "Development ‘of a New Approach to
Teaching Introductory Social Scilence in College."
D. F. Dowd

A. Basic¢ structure

1. The project materialized in the summer of 1966 at Cornell
Unlversity, in the form of a course entitled Social Science A&,
financed by the U.S. Office of Education.

2. The origins of the project were in a two-week long con-
ierence at Tufts University beginning August 29, 1965
(brought into being jointly by the Office of Education, the
Educational Services, Inc., and the National Science Founda-
tion). That conference, which had humanists and natural
sclentlists as well as social scientists present, stimulated
the formation of a social science group within it, which then
went on to subsequent conferences at Rutgers University

(for five days) and at M.I.T. (for two days) during the
winter. Between September, 1965 and May, 1966, efforts tc
develop the basic ldeas of the experimental course and to
find financing for its presentation continued. The Office
of Education made a grant of $51,000 in May, 1966.

3. The staff consisted of the following: D.F. Dowd (Cornell
University), Professor of Economics, and Director of the
Course; Sister Marie Augusta Neal, S.N.D., (Emmanuel College,
Boston), Professor of Sociology; John Rensenbrink (Bowdoin
College), Professor of Political Science; Michael Maccoby

*(Univ. of California, Santa Cruz, beginning fall of 1966)

sociologist and psychoanalyst; Eugene Lichtenstein, New York
City, Journalist, filmmaker, and college teacher (Englisi);
Gloria Joseph, David Boesel, and Gerald Surette, advanced
graduate students at Cornell University. in, respectively,
psychology, government, and economics, who served as section
instructors and counselors; and, finally, half a dozen
undergraduate students at Cornell who served as secretaries,
typists, counselorc, and the 1like.

I, The students were deliberately sought out so as to give
us as much of a representative samplie as time and finances
allowed. All admittees to Cornell (irrespective of college)
were invited, as was also true for Emmanuel College. High
school counselors in New York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey
were sent brochures announcing the course, and so on. A
speclial effort was made to Iinduce entering students of
Cornell's (unfortunately titled) Disadvantaged Students Pro-
gram. Twelve of these students enrolled (all of them Negroes),
with results to be noted below. Because we did not receive
our grant untll early May, we were much hampered in our abliity




2

to gain a sufficient number of students. All students were
pre-freshman. They were not told what the course would he
about, but only that it would be an inter-diseciplinary social
sclence course, and that they wouid be glven six hours

credit Tor 1t. There were 53 students.

5. Ciasses began on July 5 and ended on August 12, 1566.
Classes met for three and one-half hours five days a week.
The first hour and a half was taken up with a lecture and a
discussion, in which all members of the staff would interact
with the lecturer in both a critical and a2 supporting fashion
(and students were also part of the discussion). After a
break of thirty minutes sections would beglin, under the
direction of the section instructors. Sometimes, but not
always, the lecturing staff would sit in on the sections.
Once a week the entire class was broken into small groups
that would meet with a section instructor or lecturer to
discuss a specific reading. At least once a week, a film
relevant to the course was presented in the evenlng, followed
by a discussicn.

6. Students were asked tc buy ten paperback books, and an
additional thirty or so were placed in the course office in
quantities of ten apiece, which the students were allowed
Xo)borrow overnight. (The books used are listed in Appendix

7. Students lived in the men's and women's dorms, but ate
lunch and dinner together, 1n the women's dorm.

Evaluation of the summer course

1. The impulse to develop the experimental course had twe
sides to it: a) we believe that the typical introductory
course in the separate disciplines at its worst 1s deaden-
ing, simplistic, overly-abstract or overly-descriptive,
coercive to the learning process, "canned", seemingly or in
fact irrelevant to the society within which it takes place,
and that it lacks dynamic meaning to the student. Even at
its best, the typical introductory course possesses some or
most of these characteristics., In our vievi, its symbol is
the exam plus textbook, its assumptions that there 1s some
vital core of material concerning which all students "should"
be interested, and that the students are by and large an
undifferentiated mass; b} we believe, on the other hand,
that the first course in social science can and should be
intellectually liberating, challenging, and exciting, that
all of the questions dealt with by social scientists are
inherently complex (whether or not they are dealt with as
such), that learning takes place best not through the co-
ercive lecture, reading assignment, and exam, but through
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the inecreasing involvement of the student in the process sf
inquiry, that this latter is likely to be made the more
possible as the inquiry is in fact an inquiry, aimed at
analysis and understanding, rather than a set of materials to
be learned, and that this in turn will be enhanced to the
degree that, in an inivial exposure, the imquiry hurns on

a question of obvicus moment. We believe aliso that the
capabilities and inclinations of students, which 211 ac-
knowledge as being diverse, will best 2 utilized when there
are diverse paths open to students i: .7y particular class --
which in turn implies getting away froi textbooks and exams
and moving toward complex reading possibilities, reports,

and research papers. (See Appendix E)

2. As we began to develop the course, in the past year, we
met thé-frequent (and frequently scornful) objection that
"problems approaches,” and "inter-disciplinary" approaches
had (of course) been tried before. Our approach was not

a "problems" approach, nor the usual "inter-discipiinary"
approach. We wished to have the students and the staff
examine one question in depth. We believe that an adequate
time to examine one such question is one academic year

(and one of the critical constraints on the experimental
course was that we had only six weeks, a period of time

toc short to allow the iind of absorption and reflection
that significant intellectual development entails). The
question we posed for the course was "Why are there poor
pecple in a rich soclety like the United States?" Normally
what 1s suggested by that question is given a week, at most,
in a course in economics, or sociology, and is not taken

up at all in psychology or political science. When it is
taken up, it is taken as "the problem of poverty." We took
it up as a question, and one that in fact no single member
of the teachling staff could answer adequateliy.

3. The procedure followed by the lecturers was in general
to deliver broad lectures that attempted to tie their own
disciplines to the special question of the course. As the
economist in the course, for example, I delivered two lec-~
tures on basic institutions and background of capitalist
economies; and of modern American capitalism, one lecture

on the analysis and the facts of income distribution in
America (with special emphasis on lower income levels), two
lectures that attempted to relate the macro and micro
functioning of the economy to the emergence and the persis-
tence of poverty, and a final lecture on economic policies
respecting - poverty. All these lectures might find their
way with such titles in a conventional economics course; I
can only say that they were formulated and delivered in a
manner significantly different from the conventional (or at
least as I have delivered them before) because of the context
within which they were developed, and their formulation with
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respect to a particular question. 1In a year-long course I
would expect tu deliver at least fifteen lectures. The
purpose of the discussion sections was principally to push
further intoc the lezture materials, as is common; however,
the fact that the lectures were from four separate dis-
eiplines, and the section instructors trained in one, made
not only for enhanced possibilities but- also for certain
problems (to be discussed under recommendations).

4. It is a mark of the success of the course, in my opinion,
that at its conclusion the students felt they could not answer
the question well let alone simply; whereas, at the initlation
of the course the students mostly felt they knew the answer.
It is an honest statement also to record here that the
teaching staff too is now more aware of the complexities of
the question than when the course began -- as would be so,

we believe, of any such question, whether it revolved around
automation, freedom, underdevelopment, or whatever. As
partial evidence for this point, we have compiled in Appen-
dix C the students' responses tc the question of the course,
in two parts. On the first day of the course, before the
students knew what the course was about, we had them sit

and write for about thirty minutes an answer to the question.
We assured them they would not be graded on the basis of
thelr answers. On the last day of classes, the process was
repeated. The appendix contains the two answers of each ,
student, and 1t Gemonstrates not that any student now can Sfulsime means §
answer the question in a succinct an but  Srekinng

that the mode of answer, the factors taken into consideration, '
the degree of awareness and involvement, among other matters,
have for most of the students undergone-a shift upward. For
example, the girl we took to be the best student in the

first week (Eleanor Dorsey), we took to be the best student

at the end of the course. But the kind of analysis she
offered underwent a noticeable and desirable transformatlion.
Much the same was true of those we took to be mediocre or

poor students. We believe that one vital difference between
the approach we followed thils summer and the typical approach
is that the students hecame aware of the need for, and the
deslirablility of, theory, and learned to distingulsh between
an argument based on evidence and loglic and an assertion based
on, at best, seeming plausibility. Obviously, most soclal
scientists attempt to bring about that condition in their
students, whatever the format of their courses. We too have
made that effort in our more conventional courses. It 1s our
conviction, however, that the attempt has some larger chance
of success when the course 1s presented in the multi-discip-
linary, questioning format (and with those other technlques

we have tried), and the chances of success with the more

traditional mode have already been demonstrated as beling
slight indeed.
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5. A vital element in the teaching of the course was
spontaneity. This was taken to be so before the course
began, and it was maintained as an intent throughout the
course. 1In practice, spontaneity meant that each member

of the instructional staff taught not only in terms of what
he knew but in terms of what he was learning, or being con-
fronted with. The lecturers, for example, although each had
a2 general idea of the principal contents of the six or so
lectvres he would deliver over the course, in fact prepared
ecach lecture not until the day before its delivery, in order
to work with the living and growing materlals of the course
itself. The economist would deliver two lectures, say,

tc be followed by two lectures by the psychologist and two
by the sociologist. But the sconomist's second lecture

was modified by the discussion following his first lecture;
and the psychologist's similarly, and so on throughout

the course. As the economist in the course, I know that my
fourth and fifth lectures, delivered in the fifth week of
the course, could not have been given by me in the first
week, nor would I have been 1lmpelled to dc so. The lectures
were, in other words, not the lectures of discrete social
scientists, coming in to cooperate in an inter-disciplinary
course, but developments of materials much affected by what
had preceded them as offered by the staff in its entirety.

A questionnaire developed by one of the students -~ which
stood for his research paper -- showed that this feature of
the course camz through to the students as being most valuable,
not least becasue it 2llowed them to believe that the
teaching staff was interested and involved 1in the course
materials as participants, not merely as hired experts.

6. Another vital element in the course was that it allowed
open and continuous controversy, among and between students,
between students and staff, and within the staff 1tseif.
Most of this controversy was intellectual and friendly,

but a good part of it was emotlonal and heated, and we felt
that this served a constructive intellectual purpose.
Frequently throughout the course, for example, students would
express the notion that they had come to a new reallization
of their own attitudes, and of the meaning of the attitudes
of others, through what had Leen a prolonged or even a
painful controversy. Such controversies occurred in the
classroom, but aiso at mealtlimes (frequently joined by the
staff), and in the discussion periods following the presen-
tation of films. It is important to point out that the
controversy was genuine, not scaged.

7. The lectures and discussions dealt approprlately and
frequently with concepts, descriptive materials, and the
like, where necessary and apt. But our emphasis was on

locating and relating to each other the dynamic forces at
work. in the individual, the society, the economy, and in
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government that, taken together, brought into exlstence

and allowed to persist a large number of poor people in a
rich society like the United States. Our approach as
teachers (and this was mirrored in the reading, as well)

was thus one that combined the theoretical, the historical,
and the empiral materials of our disciplines, and one that
required, at the same time that it allowed, our separate
disc;plines to become jJoined to the others. The outcome,
whicn we had hoped for, was that the students (and the
teaching staff) became aware of the complexity of the issue
under examination (and could easily believe that any such
issue would be similarly complex), at the same time that they
became aware of the possibilities that disciplined analysis
offers for the understanding of complex social questions.
Something else of importance must be mentioned: The role

of the psychologist in the course was critical, in that it
allowed the students to understand that it was not "others"”
who thought, believed, behaved in certain ways, but that

each of us 1s one of those "others" and that each of us is,
no less than any other, a participating, responsible or
irresponsible, member of the society. The students were
brought to a level of self-consciousness and self-awareness
that mede 1t more likely that they would be sble to "hear" and
"see" what was made available to them; and, no less impor-
tant, become motivated to find out more for themselves. It

is worthwhile here to pay special attention to the role
played by the "disadvantzged students" in the summer course.
These students were given a somewhat more forceful invita-
tlon to enroll because the members of the Cornell Program

(of which Gloria Joseph and I are both members) wished to
decelerate the programs of these students. There is no

doubt whatsoever that the summer program was of great im-
portance tc the twelve Negro students enrolied, insofar as

it acqualnted them with college level materials, the use of
the library, the preparation of research papers, and, perhaps
most lmportant of all, made them feel at home in the university
atmosphere before the pressures of the reguiar semester
begin. But there was an important and unintended side effect
for the course as a whole. Because the Negro students

were from predominantly impoverished urban or rural areas,
and Negroes to boot, thelr own lives were a rich source

of experlence and commentary for the ccurse, given its

focus. The staff was unanimous in its belief that the
presence of thes2 students did more than many books or films
to make the problem of poverty and one of jits accomplices,
racial discrimination, come alive; and it must be sald that

many of the whlite students seemed to arrive at a new reallza-
tion of thelr own prejudices.

8. It would be easy to conclude from what has gone ¥efore
that our experimental course had as its consequencz, nerhaps
even as 1its alm, that students would become soclal activists,
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emotionally charged, and so on. Indeed, as the course was
being developed at Tufts and Rggers, we were accused of naving

Such matters in mind as goals. M We protested (not, we hope,
00 much) that our aim was to develop an attitude of respect
for the prodecures of science, the complexity of society,

and an understanding of Inquiry in pelation to social science
and the inguirer. Our students, too, at first believed

that we were trying to "brainwash" them, not least because
they were accumstomed (already!) to the antiseptic air of

a classroom ruled by an expert dispensing knowledge. An
attitude of inquiry is, we believe, necessarily a critical
attitude, and the naive can easlly velieve that any criticism
(in either the intellectual or the social sense of the term)
1s made by one who has a program (intellectual or social)

in mind. To put it bluntly, our students initially believed
that ve were going to try to answer the "why?" questicn for
a few weeks, and then confront them with a soclalist program
to change America, in the last week or so, a program that
they would be unable to resist swallowing, having been pre-
pared for it. That the students did not see matters that

way at the end, that some of them at least are now much
interested in pursuing social scilence, that basic political
attitudes did not change (indeed were, we helieve, given
reinforcement), that, in sum, the students captured in large
part the spirit that we said we had, 1s as much as we can
Say. We believe the course was a great success (despite
shortcomings to be noted below), and that its success is
measurel by what happened to students and staff in its process --
and that what happened is that we all became more likely to

become better social seientists than might otherwise have
been the case.

Recommendations

l. The course hai viptues other than those menticned above,
and defects other than those I shall mention now, but I

trust that in the reports of the other members of the staff
those gaps will be filled. It is my view that the principal
defect of the course as given was in the role played in the
sections. The seetion Instructors, all graduate students

in the traditional disciplines, haé inadequate ability (not
their "fault") to grapple with the materials outside their
own disciplines. We knew this would be S0, and we planned to
overcome that problem in part by having one member of the
senior staff sit in each section. It my view, although

this was wzlcomed by the students, it was nevertheless worse
than nothing. The section instructors, whatever they may
have said about this question, convinced me that - .ving one
member of the senior staff present in section was demoralizing
to them, that it eroded their role in the classroom, and laid
them open either to being replaced de facto each day as
section instructor, and/or to being "exposed" as inadequate.




Although it is quite reasonable to argue that teachers can
=2in the respect of their students by saying "I don't know,"
when that is §0, 1% is an unlikely occurrence, especially

ror young teachers. Be that as it may, it was not until

the very end of the course that the section instructors felt
comfortable -- if then -- having one of the lecturers in

the section. We recommend that if and when this course is
glven in a full-year Sequence that the section instructors

be chosen from among experienced teaching assistants and that
they attang g pro-ceminar In the semester preceding the
course. ' In this way the inadequacies of section instructors
{and of the lecturers) would be significantly reduced, and
the largest difficulty in the course removed. That implies,
of course, time and budjet that exceeds by far the normal
amounts devoted to a beginning course. That i1s perhaps to say

nothing more than that the normal beginning course is
"undertaught."

2. Our principal constraint was time. We grumbled at first
at having only fifty-three, instead of the hoped-for two
hundred and fifty (an unavoidable development , given the
lateness of the aware). However, the small number, when
placed against the short time period of the ccurse, was a
blessing, for the constraints of time plus: a very large
class might well have prevented us from engaging in a mean-
ingful experiment. The students had much reading to do,

limited in focus than the question of the eourse, but of
course related to it). Also, the materials of the lectures,
readings, and films wepe such as to pose new and confusing
perspectives to the students, and much discussion in ang

out of the classroom was essential if even the beginnings of
comprehension were to take place. Six weeks, no matter how
many hours per day might be spent within those weeks, is

good hold in general, let alone with respect to6 the complex
materials we. presented. We believe with great strength

that a course such as this should zccupy at least one year,
with two or three lectures a week, and much discussion. It
is my own belief that such a course would be laboring agéinst
great odds if it were mixed with an otherwise conventional
curriculum. I shall propose that 1he Arts College at Cornell
University allow something like ten percent of an Incoming
class to engaze in a curriculum of humanities, natural
sclence, and social seience all working on the pricciples
(appropriately modified for subject matter) embodisd in €he
experimental course, for one angd possibly two years. To
maximize the.chances for success, I believe that living
arrangements for the students should alsc be developed along
lines different from the normal, with graduate assistants
(and .where feasible, members of the lecturing staff) living
with the students in living quarters which would be marked
out for the experimental group alone.




. Appendix A

$ Cornell University
Summer Session 1966

SOCIAL SCIENCE A
The following books are on sale at the Cornell Campus Book-
store (Barnes Hall). Students should purchase and read all
of Zhem. They are all in paperback editions.
M. Harrington, THE OTHEP AMERICA
H. Miller, RICH MAN, POOR MAN
E. Fromm, ESCAPE FROM FREEDOM
R. Neustadt, PRESIDENTIAL POWER
W. McCord, SPRINGTIME OF FREEDOM
A. Lewls, GIDEON'S TRUMPET
D. Berman, A BILL BECOMES A LAW
H. Melssner (ed.), POVERTY IN THE AFFLUENT SOCIETY

(i' S. Freud, CIVILIZATION AND ITS DISCONTENTS

The following books are on loan from Room 14 Rockefeller

Hall. They exist in ample quantities, and may be checked
out at hours to be announced.

M.S. Gordon, POVERTY IN AMERICA

. Lyford, THE TAZK IN VANDALIA
. Dowd, MCDERN ECONOMIC PROBLEMS
. Fromm, MARX'S CONCEPT OF MAN

J
D
E
E. Fromm, MAN FOR HIMSELF; also, THE HEART OF MAN
B.F. Skinner, WALDEN TWO

E

. Erikson, CHILDHOOD AND SOCIETY

Maccoby, Newcomb, Hartley, eds., READINGS IN SOCIAL
PSYCHOLOGY (3rd ed.)

NNNNNN

TSI Yo




Appendix A (con't)

R. Coles, THE MIGRANT FARMER
W. Lippmann, PUBLIC OPINION
J. Dewey, THE PUBLIC AND ITS PROBLEMS
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. H. Whyte, STREET CORNER SOCIETY

. Plaget, THE MORAL JUDGMENT OF THE CHILD
K. Galbraith, THE AFFLUENT SOCIETY
Ornati, POVERTY AND AFFLUENCE

R O &4 <« =

. Kolko, WEALTH AND POWER IN AMERTICA
Lewis, PFIVE FAMILIES

Hollingshead, ELMTOWN YOUTH

> O

. Goldwin, ed., POLITICAL PARTIES USA

H. Zinn, SNCC, THE NEW ABOLITIONISTS'

H. Pritchett, THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM

b C.W. Mills, POWER ELITE |

W. Stringfellow, MY PEOPLE IS THE ENEMY |
H. Meissner, POVERTY IN THE AFFLUENT SOCIETY -
F. Bator, THE QUESTION OF GOVERNMENT SPENDING

| Bobbs-Merrill Reprints in Sociology




.Appendix B

Draft for the Principles Underlying a Course in Socizi Scilence

A. The social sciences aspire to accuracy of analysis, inter-
pretation, and prediction, and yet deal with the human person.
This implies dimensions over and above the order and random-
ness of the data treated by the physical sciences.

Human beings are allve, vhich means that they are constantly
changing, in transition from the past to the future This
change 1s a process acted upon by economic, political, social,
and psychological forces. Yet, man is also unigue in the
sense that he can become conscious of the forced acting upon
him and he can influence them, which means that he can be
morally responsible for them and therefore for their result
which is he himself. For this reason, it is desirable that
human problewms as they are now in the process of being lived
be the central focus of the teaching of the social sciences,
S0 -that both student and scholar deepen their awareness of
the interrelationship between knowledge and decision.

B. The humanities and the social sciences both consider

human experience but face it from a different perspective

and with different methods. They share the free use of
imagination along with the necessity of uncritical modes of
subjective interpretation. They also share the possibility

of going beyond common sense concepts and cultural stereo-

types to a more accurate perception of reality by a critical
examination of appearances. The humanist analyzes by critically
examining his own response, while the scientist must produce
systematic interpretations which stand the test of generalized
criteria. Thus, the interaction of student and social scientist
must have built inteo it the student's effort to demand from

the scientist proof and demonstration.

C. Because the sociz2l sciences study social relations in
which men in their daily lives are culturally embedded and
because they deal with them in their changing forms with
historical perspective and future projections, 1t is difficult
for the student and the scholar to gain objective perspective
on the object of analysis. He must learn to become aware

to the degree that his way of seeing is influenced by cultural
stereotypes, ideology, and categories of sonsciousness. For
this reason, it is desirable that from the beginning of his
experience with the social sciences the student develop his
notivation and skill in discriminating reality from the
convention and the illusory. Traditional courses in the
soclal sciences do not effectively focus on either motivation
or skill in the introductory course.

D. Because the proposed experiment takes the form of an inter-
disciplinary course, it must take cognizance of both the
possibilities and the dangers in such a format. If the
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Appendix B. con't.

possibilities of genuine interaction among participating
scholars are to be realized, there must be a dialogue among
the social scientists in each teaching session of the course -
a dialogue that involves not only hearing the others out,

but each responding to the cthers actively in the classroom,
where the students can both hear and speak. One of the
dangers of such an approach, that it could lead to confusion
and analytical chaos, requires new methods for preserving
direction, capturing new insights, and incorporating .them
into the developing framework and content.




Appendix C: The Before and After Essays of Each Student.

Question: Why are there poor people in a rich
society like the United States?




BAIRD, BRUCE
£ssay #l=

There are undoubtedly a myriad of reasons why there is
poverty in a society like the U.S.A. THe only Kone, however,
of which I have any knowledge 18 the historical reason. Through-
out history and within all societies there have always been
poor peopile. THis class of poor has always been composed of
those will little cleverness or ambition, and, secondarily,
of people who (becuase of oppression or lack of opportunity) have
never had the chance to prove themselves. THe richness or
power of soclety gives many opportunities to those who otherwise
would have no chance, but even in such welfase states as the
Roman empire in the latter part of its existence, cpportunity
could not be ziven to everyone, and there were always the chron-
ically pocr. Instances like this can Be given throughout history
of large, rich, welfare-oriented societies with many poor
people. The U.S. today is no exception. Even with increased
education, there are $£i1ll people who don't care or are not
intelligent enough to take cpportunities offered to them.
THus it seems to me that unless really extreme measures are
taken to guarantee everyone a certain income (which seems un-

feasible even with the riches of the US) the poor will still
vemain with us.

Essay #2

Why are there poor people in a rich socidty like the U.S.?

This question is, I believe, completley unanswerable
in the context of a six weeks course such as maxe we have just
gone through. A really vast knowledge of economics, political
science, soclology, psychology and their interactions with each
other, would be necessary to even gegin to scratch the surface
of this problem. All of the lecturers were distinguished in
their fields, yet none could do more than give a series of
partial explanation in their own fields of the problem. Of
ccurse I could regurgitate some of these partial explanation
(economically -~ the poor exist becuase Akerican capitalism zas
it works at the present time benefits only the middle and
upper classes and the gap is widening. Politically - the poor
exist because they have no power, and American "democracy"
today 1is governmdff by the action of pressure groups on Congress,
the President, and the rest of our governmental apparatus.
Sociologically - the poor exist because the poor in our society
have d>veloped a culture of poverty which perpetuates itself.
Psychologically - the poor exist because our sockety, inibas
concentration on material welfare, is becoming more necrophilic,
and thus Bas less interest in humanism and life), but thse still
do not even scratch the surface of the problem. THerefore I
must conclude that I cannot possibly give an answer to this
question which would tnrow any light whatsoever on the problem.




BEST, JAMES
ESSAY # 1

Why are there poor people in arich society like the United States?
Zecause it ic part of the American way of life. With our capitalistic
system someone will always be considered poor, economically at least.
And socially, too. because peaople today tend to judge a person by
material things.

No matter what is done to combat voverty in the United States there
vill always be veovle considered as »oor people. Suppose you raise the
standard of living of the poor, everyone else's is gaining to rise. And
you've done nothing.

What I am trying to say is that even though the living standard of
the present day poor man is raised to the above average standard some-
one is going to have a below average living standard because the stan-
dard goes up. A poor man today would have been considered well off in
the 18th century.

There will alwvays be poor people in che United States, economically
because of every man's ambition to be better than his neighbor.

ESSAY # 2

/]

N\

Why are there »oor peonle in a rich society like the United States?
There has to be, in order for the economic system to function and to
support the American ideal.

Our economic system is set up so that ir order for someone to
improve himself in this business world somzbody has got to get hurt.
People are no longer worried atout other people except what they can
get from them. For instance if you ovcd a lLittle grocery store and
you were Jjust breaking even. Then down the street a big super market
is built and as a result, you are put out of business, tough luck,
that's capitalism. What happens to this man if he can't £ind work?

He could very easily become one of Harrington's 50 million poor. This
example is probably over simplified but basically this is what can and
has happened. This is progress, the American way.

The American way, get as much as you can, for as little as you can,
anyvay you can. And when you have 180 million people all them thinking
this way you can't help but have a rich man and a poor man, people breaking
laws and being discriminated against.

There will always be poor people in America unless the system is
changed and that will take a long time. There wouldn't be any frze
enterprise if neople didn't believe they couldn't get rich. Tuat's why
people come to America to get rich and they're getting rich but because
someone is becoming poorer. The only thing that caan possidly te done
is to decrease the number of poor and allow them to have the same chance
as the people on the right side of the tracks.

In this course I learned that there will always be poor people
but also that they can be helped. Some pecple probably just won't
be able to make it but you can understand and help them &and give them
the same rights an opportunities as everycne else. Understanding and
being aware of the problem is one step in improving the situation.

iii
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BLANCHARD, PAUL
® ESSAY # 1

I choose to think of the poverty situation as a nsycho-~
logical problem of inertia in the welfare socliety.
At the present, I believe thet the main force allowing

the exzistence of poverty 15 the lack of motivation among the

!!

members of the welfare society. Here we have upwards cf five

' and six generations who have relegated themselves to thlils
dlsparaging life, living, as it were, off the blood of the
taxpayer. Certainly, this is easier than to work for a living,
but the life that 1s iead can't, in some cases, be.called a
life, 1t i3 a subsistence.

It 1s human to try to better oneself; to achieve some-

thing above what you already have; to advance your social status.
If not just the fact of seeing an impressive building, etc., and
wondering how it got to be, when the impoverished observer
has naught seen such as before. This has to kindle some interest
or desire; why doesn't it, or 1f 1t does, why isn't there an
attempt to allevizte it, to acquire it as a tangible possession?
Animals will fight for rossession of something as trivial as
an old bone., Yet, man has designed and produced many new things
tobe desired. Why is‘there no motivation among these pecple
to acquire them?

As it stands, I am not competent enough to answzr the
— proposed questions, yet.

‘ ESSAY # 2~ - .. ..

It's my contention that 1t is a lack of initiative on the
part of the poor that prevents .their eantrance inte the higher
echeleons of the society. It must bz conceded that initiative
is the motivating forece of the 3z 3ividual; the thing that
makes him strive to improve himself and hispposition.

But 1t isn't that the poor, to the grezater extent, lack
initiative so wmuch as that this initiative is suppressed. And
the suppressive agent is soclological prejudice.

For example, a poor person cannot bet a good education
because he 1s not 'qualified' for it. 'Qualified' takes on
all meaning, the puor are indigent, the poor are that way
because they wish to be, they have been and always will be
that way,etc. An employer in any skilled business will hire
these whose education qualifies them for the Job or those who
have experience. The poor canft get hired for their lack of
education and beczuse they can't get a Jecb, they can't get

i
! experience, It's a vicious circle they can't break.

"
a3

Or, take the Negro poor. According to Harrington, a

Negro college graduate has the earning power of a white who

has graduated from the eighth grade. That pxovides one hell of

an incentive for the education aspiring Negro.
sz The forestated are just two of the manyc examples of why
d' the poor are lacking in initiative. Many more still remain
which harass the poor, deny them opportunity, sap their ini-
tiative.

Why should they try to impress the remaining 3/4 of the soci-

ety when that society can't even see them through their inbred
prejudice towards the poor? The answer is, why need they?
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BRAUER, KATHLEEN
ESSAY #1
7
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U.S.A.?

When I think of poor people in the United States, I
ture a poverty-pocket such &s a sium section of a city.
There are Negro, Chinese, whites -« all races of people living
there with the same general problems.

I think everyone in some way is prejudiced and to me
this is the number one problem of peverty stricken people.

No matter how or why they came to be poor, they all guffer
as victims of social prejudice.

From the educational viewpoint, a person may be poor
physically because he 1is poor knowledge-wise. He cannot rise
to a higher class simply because he 1is 1ot educated. He mam
not even know how to read or write. And then the ancient
problem cf pride appears; his pride won't allow him to seek an
education when Ig he is growing old and he may try to convince
himself that he 1s educated enough.

Another well-known poverty section of the country is
Appalachia. One of the greatest problems here, I believe, is
a lack of communication with tThe affluent city-dwellers. Most
of these pecpie neversaw a telephone, radio, or television. They
are cuntented with thelr soclial standing because they are not
under the pressure that a normal person is. Thelr neighbors
are poor also and their apathetic attitudes seem to be passed
from generation to generation.

) If these people were only well educated we would have
much less of & poverty-problem in the U. S. I recently heard
of an organization who was shipping coke, pancake, etc. mixes
to destitute people in the nhills of Virginia. Later they found
out that the mixes were not beling used because the people could
not read the directions. How frustrating it must be for the
people imvolved!

It is true that an education is a "doorway to the s.y".
There is such a shortage of teachers, doctoprs, technicians, etc.
And so many are out of work because their education does not
provide for these jobs.

wt A
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ESSAY # 2

Why are there poor people in a rich socliety like the U. S.?

The reason why there are about 50 million poor poeple
living today in the U. S. today is such a complicated problem
that it would take years and years of study before one could
provide an acceptable answer.

sut we must begin sometime and as members of a socilal
science class, we have. Tet us look at the poverty problem from
the view of the four soclal sciences - psychoiogy, political
sciences, «conomics, and sociology.

When we look at the poverty-stricken from a psychological
viewpoint we want to know their feelings, thelr motivation and
thelr interests. What makes a poor person "tick?" Why can't




BRAUER, KATHLEEN - cont'd

he rise out of the isolation and frustration he feels as a
member of the very lowest class? The poor man is exploited by
the upper classes. When it's an election year he 1is promised
the moon but year after year he keeps on gettingthe same promises
and the same rejection and disappointment. The real poor really
cannot "fight city hall" because they are isolated from the rest
of soclety. "Strength lies in numbers" is a maxim that cannot
posslibly be applied to the poor, for although there are 50
million of them they are not united; they have no power. Without
power where can they go? It seems that they. can only sink fur-
ther down in their depression and lack of hope.

As political scientists we can look at the system of
government in the U. S. and the lower class participation in 1it.
In the democratic and republican partles where can a person with
no monetary or political influence compete with the boss machinary?
It 1s common knowledge that without a good education a tremendous
campalgn fund one has no hope of running for even the smallest
office. And where can the indigent person turn then - not to
his representative, as we have seen.

Economically, the U. S. is run under a capitalistic
system. Dces each person get what he deserves in the system?

How do you explain how hard a migrant worker works for a dollar
a day and how a corporation cfficial earns a thousand by Just
picking up his phone?

From the .oicology viewpoint what are the upper classes
doing for the poor? Where is the interaction - in the country
clubs and slums? The poor cannot move out of their ghettos
because the upper classes are afraid of any social change.




BROMN, RAYMOND

ESSAY:ﬁ 1

Why are there poor people in a rich socisty like the U. S. A.?

The reason that there are noor weonle in a rich society is that
most of the rich people are indifferent to the problem of being poor.
Most rich people are only concerned with their own econcmic group and
have no concern for those in a group beneath theirs. The main concern
of the economic group of rich people is the gooup above them. Each
one vants to become a member of a higher economic group and as they
leave one group for another they will push back in their minds the -
thoughts of their former group and onlv look forward. Unless the rich
high income groups look back at their past and try to help the people
who are in the same situation which they were in, there will always be
poor people in a rich society. The poor can only be helped by the
rich and until the time that they do the problem will remain.

Most poor epople inherited poverty and their children are usually
born into the same group. With a background of poverty and little
hope for anything much better, poor people have to take small steps
Lo rise to something better. They have no model in thekr family his-
tory of someone who has overcome %his handicap to move up to a rich
group. Therefore the rich group mst go down to help them and give them

the example they need and help them to get the experience necessary to
move up in society.

ESSAY # 2

There is poverty amid affluence for many reasons:?

1) Politically the poor have no pover %o 1ift their level of living.
They are manipulated by the power elite who feel that in order to insure
and safeguard that position it is necessary to suppress the poor. The
poor can't fight for any power because they are most likely to be pun-
ished in some way for rebelling against the system. The power elite
abviously has it's own interests to protect and won't relinquish any
of the power that it has. It rests on the middle class, the bour-
geosie to solve this problem. The middle class may be acombination of
those people who have just arrived in their present position from a
state of poverty or at least lower classneconomic existence. Among
these people who have had the luck and the drive to move up the social
ladder there is a great need for power,the same power that the power
elite possess. 1In order to get this power they will have to be hard
and manipulate those beneath them economically just as they are mani-
pulated from above. From all these things it is not hard to see that
similar to the upper clzss the middle class wants more power and re-
fuses to glve up any for fear of losing it all. Because of this they
heve a policy of apathy and non-action towards the poor and poverty.

Being manipulated by all these groups with power and not being able
to rebell because of their lack of power the poor are put i...o a stag-
nant gold fish bowl into which all can look in and see the misery but
no one wants the job of rlemning the bowl.
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BROWN, RAYMOND - cont‘d.

2) From a psychclogically view, the poor exist because they have existed
in a society of poverty. They were raised in an eavironment of misery,
hunger, want, ignorance and all the rest. Many of the poor are in bro-
ken homes where the father has deserted the mother, leaving them to do .
for themselves. He may have been driven from the house by a.fceling-of
frustration at being unable to find a job, support his famiiy in the
way he would like, being continually ridiculed because he isn't ful-
£i1ling the masculine role. Tiese conditions are beyond his control
and trying to fight it adds to his frustration.
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e Cne of the major reasons there is poverty is that ali
men and women are@ not created equal. Many people are bori
with mensal and physical defects. Many are born with a certzin

. X X 4+ enlr
colop or racial characteristic which will hold them bsack,

and millions ar@ born into an environment which will not glve
them a chance in 100 of making it.

Thus many people are not given an equal chance to compete
for wealth in today's society. However, given the above
unfalirness and injustice there could still be no poverty in
America because the country is so rich and could provide for
a decent standard of living for everybody. However most peo-
ple don‘t give a damn about others so very little has been
done to eradicate poverty because this is a democracy and the

majority rules and the majority doesn't care ts do anything
about tnis situation.

ESSAY # 2

I s£111 say the main reason there are poor people is that
p2ople aren't created equal, that is with equal abilities and
wore imporiant equal cpportunities. Poor people are denied
equal opportunity by society in that they are discriminated

Q agailnst in Jobs, schools, housing and other areas. Also, they
grow up with a "psychology of poverty." Their environment
doesn't prepare them to succeed in middle classiterms. This
psychology of poverty is a vicious circle which is passed from
generation to generation.

There are two main reasons why poor people remain poor.
l. Lack of organization for political power - poor people
are unable to gain enougsh power to pass legislation which
would be able to help them out of ppverty.

2. The middle and upper classes have done very little to
help the poor out of their position.

However, this is all within the framework of out American

open class system of capitalism, which in a very broad sense
could be the cause of all our porblems.
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CONNOLLY, ANN_MARIE

Essay #1

Man was not created equal. Indivicualism is the key to
most social problems, poverty outstanding. If we xam our
most benevolent government startingg from scratch were to alot
the same amount of money to each citizen to take care of his
personal needs, inside of a month we would be on our way back to
findncial inegualtty. A new economic strata would be formed.
Those who had shrewdly invested or saved miserly would have more
than those who had been robbed or who had gambled or indulged
themselves. It's the individual tastes, morality, intelligence
of the citizen - gourmets, thieves, economists.

Environment plays a most important part in forming the
Individual outlook of the poor person - on his attitude toward
self improvment. An Appalachian coal miner would have far less
encouragement than an unskilled city laborer, though théir I.Q.
and untapped sbility were the same. The clty worker can go to
a moview talk to a wealthier neighbor. The rural citizen is
tied fast to his mundane existence. Uniike a city person he
can't seem to better himself or even hope for his children.
Psychologically he is poor. and will pass this poverty along for
generations until this poverty becomes inveed. Thus we have
manj in our population who don't want to move although miserable
at the bottom . (time)

Essay #2

My last essay six weeks ago stated quite clearly that
the main reason there were poor people in a rich socliety iike
the United States was the psychological attitude of the poor.

I realize now how very simple-minded this way. I also learned
how very much I have to learn. I couldn't possible summarize
the whole course in one half-hour and even if I did we still
wouldn't have the ahswerH.

There 1s nc reason why there should be poverty. No
ecenomic reason. We have an abundant aconomy and a comparatively
small frapction of our income could guarantee security to the
50 million poor. We don't need the poor and the poor are
invisible. No one in Elmstown or Webster Grove knows they
are there.

The government is apathetic - catering to the powerful.
The mlddle class is vusy getting ahead.

Perhaps tre reason is me. People who haven't the guts
to sacrifice thmmselves to this purging of their scclety so
long as it treats them well. Now I am aware - intellectually
I know what I should, what I must do. But next month I'1l be
buhing new clothes for school and next summer I'll be sailing
and soon I'1l be married and I'l1l tell my children what they
must do - especially since I didn't make the time to do 1it.

And maybe along the way I'll talk to friends and spreat the Gospel
but this As America land of opportunity, upward mobillty in
a "no-class" system, and anyway who'll listen?
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) CORMIER, CHERYL
’ ESSAY # 1

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?
A question of this sort must be answered from so many points of view
that one answer could hardly be applicable to 211. .

There are poor people who are poor through no fault of their own.

I refer to a poverty-stricken family who, due to the:econstruction of
the present society; cannot -rise far above their own low level despite
any efforts they make. %, :

There are also poor. people who ‘dre poor through their .o fault,
because seeing the door-way to e better life before them, they will
deliberately turn away. I refer here to the type of person who ‘enjoys" -
being, who "enjoys" 1living off the wealth of others merely so that he'll
nave to make no effort to provide for himself. To this type of person,
more than muney would have to be provided to erase the iabel of ‘*poor’.
Also to be erased would be adjectives such as irresponsible, lazy and
ignorant, of his own amccord.

There are poor people who are rich in many things tbe -rich are
poor in.

There are people who are poor now although they always weren't.

Our great society, as it ig called, has derpived them of their means
to a better life in its race to be the best.

There are poor people who won't be poor for long, althcugh their
methods of raising themselves from the depths of poverty is usually one
only of raising the finances » not the character.

' There are poor people on every corner, on the self same corners

as the rich. There are poor people everywhere, despite the fact that
all men are created equal. What happens between creation and this world
to unequalize them?

In conclusion, all I cam do is return to the question: Why are
there poor people in a rich society like the United States? Vhy? I
really don't know,

ESSAY ﬁ 2 h
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?

The factors we have studied in this course are so numercus and
varied as to why there is poverty in a society such as ours that it
would be quite the task to enumerate them. I really don't think that
there is one pat answer to th2 above question that could be applicable
to all, or even most cases.

The facet of poverty which bothers me most is not that it exists ’
bug that it still exists now and will probably contimue to exist for -
some time to come. People just aren't aware » elther intentionally or
through white-vashed rationalizations (e.g. the poor are the happiest
people; they deserve their lot; they're shiftless, etc.) that such
squalor and misery exists in such a land of Plenty.

. Most people too, I now believe, tend to think of the poor, if
they 4o at all, in terms of a middle class people who are merely down
' on their lucn, vho were once middle class » and vho would like to again
be middle class, and who have the same middle class values and aspiraticns
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CORMIER, CHERYL - cont'd.

as their more fortunate counterparts. I doubt that many people see
roverty as the subculture it has become. I doubt too that many people
realize that living in a subculture of this type entails living a life
of misery, emotional as well as physical.

If people could be made aware. deeply aware, of the conditions of
Joverty, that more might be done to alleviate the problem. If a
course such as this one could reach the majority of people in a posi-
tion to aid the indigent, I tendto think that something might be done
about the problem. I realize well, now, how enormous a task it would
be to eradicate poverty, but if enough people were concerned, and enough
people cared as they only can with kncwledge of the problem, there may
come a time when the vicious circle of poverty will be demolished.

In answer to the original question, all I can do by way of an
answer is state that which I feel: Greater public awareness and con-
cern mast be brought about btefore poverty can be overcome. A course
such as this was, I feel, a guiding light.
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CROMARTIE, LINDA

ESSAY # 1

Why are there poor seopie in a rich society like the U.S.A.:

The words, rich and poor, are used to compare two levels, wvhether
economical, intellectual, or cuitural. In order to compare two levels,
one level must be inferior to the other or at least different enough
to be branded inferior. For this reason there are no rich people un-
less there are poor people, just as there are no beautiful ones unless
there are ugly ones. )

If gbout forty-seven percent of thepopulation in the United States
was made up only of millionaires, and the other fifty-three percent was
composed of people on what is now the upper-middle class level, the lat-
ter group would be branded as the poor ones. Even if there were no tene-
ments, no delinquency, no starvation, or no unemployment, the latter
group would be thepoor ones. Three of the main reasons, I think, are
fate, difference in level of intelligence, and value of one's services.

Fate can determine, or influence what opportunity is offered to
whom at the right time. Msny times, one gets on top simply due to his
luck.

The level of intelligence of each person determines the limit to
his abilities. The limit to one's abilities will determine what ser-
vice a person performs in order to make a living. The vaiue of his ser-
vice as decided by others in his society is an important factor in deter-
wmining what compensation he gets for his service. Naturally, those who
can perform more valuable or more unique services progress faster or
g2t greater compensation than does another with less ability. This

rate of progression becomes the dividing line between the rich and tke
poor.

ESSAY # 2

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?

Poor people, people with inadequate food, clothes, and shelter, form
a minority group. This group of people is undknown to many members of
the upper classes, and they are not needed in the American society;
therefore, they are left out.

The capitalist system is one which functions well without poor
people. They do not consume many good, since they have not the money
to buy them. Capitalism is a system in which competition is great and
the main goel is to obtain as much for oneself as one can. In this kind
of system it is eviteble that out of the one hundred ninety-six million
people, there wil. be some who, because of undisciplined competition,
will get nothing.

The fact that some people get nothing, no job, no education, no
luxuries, is unpleasant - to the few who know about it. Thus, they
rationalize it or they explain it away. This rationalization, by mem-
bers of the upper classes, is an attempt to justify the existence of
poverty and a social systiem which will not allow the elimination of
poverty. These very people are the ones who resist social change or
change of the present system.

Since the poor form a minority group, they caii not iniate a change




CROMARTIE, LINDA - cont'd..

effettively. The effort to change the system is repressed by thne upper
classes. :

This repression of effort causes frusirstion vhich builds up un-
til it explodes in the form of a riot, or crime wave. But, the explo-
sion is capped by use of police force to deep the poor under control.

Having no contrci or influence on what's done in the country, and
béing controlled by thc.e who influence what goes on adds to the help-
lessness of the poor. They are poor partly because they have no power
in the govermment, so that they are unable to influence legislature for
their benefit. No interest group is represented or formed by the poor.

Since they cannot change or even influence any of the functions of
the system, the poor are just left without hope. Thus, many of them
feel that there is just no use; they lose all motivation.

In summary, a few of the reasons that poverty exists in this rich
society are that the poor lack motivation, that they have no power to
change the system so that they will benefit, that their efforts to im-
prove their conditions are repressed by the upper classes, and that
unlimited campetition encourages selfishness and lack of concern for
other people.

There are many other factors which help to make poverty grow in
this rich society. A combination of sociological, psychological, poli-
tical and economic factors bring sbout and perpetuate poverty in this
rich society - the richest society in the world.
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DORSEY, ELEANOR
ESSAY # 1

Poverty is not the invention of the rich society in the United States.

Since the beginnings of man's social organization, material goods have
been unegnally distributed. And assuming that our society is not a
radical departure from the past, one should g0 vack and find the reasonus
for this initial unequal distribution to understand the basis of present
day poverty in our affluent society.

The question posed here, however, is more specific than just why
is there poverty. The question is rather: why is there still poverty?
One of the answers would again be a reference to history. Probably
people and social -rganizations function in much the same way that they
have all through history. The forces causing poverty in the Middle Ages,
therefore, are still causing poverty today. .

Differences in man's mental and physical capabilities, caused in
turn by hereditary and environmental facotrs, are one reason for the
disparities in man's wealth. Even with sufficient ability however, some
recple lack the iniative or the opportunity to make use of them. Aund,
by contrast, some seemingly incapable people manage to be rich just
through chance or luck. Influences other than just the potential in a
man, therefore, determine his material wealth. His place in society,
his/society, his place ir history, his personal life, and many other
involved faceis of his life are important.

Even considering all these complexities, we still have not deter-
mined why the forces of poverty have not been broken by the incredible
vealth of the United States. First we must ascertain that they have
nct, in fact, been broken. Afterall, few people are starving, cbviously,
standards have changed.

ESSAY # 2

Our society today is one of abundance: we have overcome the pro-
blem of scarcity which limited us for so long. Thus we have the ability
and resources to give everyone in the United States a decent living, but,
in fact, one-fourth of the population is poor. The cnly possible reason
for the perpetustion of poverty in a rich society like the U. S. is a
lack of concern on the part of the three-quariers of the population who

have "made it". The causes for this apathy are thus the causes of poverty.

With the modification and ending Of the free enterprise system in
the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a capitalistic ideology
appeared which we still belicve today to te an accurate description of
our economy. The ideas of a Darwinian struggle for survival of the fit-
test in a competitive system within which everyone must vork and produce
or starve - these ideaes are at the base of our concep: of ocur economic
system. Because of tnem, we feel thet it is every man for himself, that
we cannot take care of the other guy because we have to watch out for
ourselves. The growing welfare and social security programs corcteract
this selfishness to some extent, but many people are not reach-: 'y
these programs or are not helped by them.

One large factor for peopls not caring aboutthe poor iz that, as
Harrington says, the poor are the invisible other America. .08t people
are not aware of the defree or extent of poverty in this country. But
the fact that we can overlook one-quarter of the population shows that
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DORSEY, ELEANOR - cont‘'d.

these people make little difference ia the functioning of society. n
fact, our economic system does not need the poor to cperate, and if pecple
really cared about the poor, the economy could not function as it does.

The neople who run the economy, therefore, those with a vested
interest in the status quo, try comsciously or unconsciously to distract
attention from the poor.ﬁ These are the people vho control the mass media
to a large degree and make sure that we don't hear very much about poverty.
They stimulate consumption through advertising and brainweshing and help
perpetuate our narrow self-concera.

The educational system also serves to help the status quo. The
prupose of education today is to mak2 us able to functica in the economy,
in other words, to make us indifferent to social problems like poverty.
Education sets us up as contributing wmembers of our sociel and economic
clase and tries to keep us that way.

Class, itself, is another factor restricting awareness. Through
the process of sccialization, we adopt the norms and goals of a certain
group in society. To keep the security of this group, we must conform
to it's rules and direct our whole lives around it. Thus the restric-
tions of class result in introverted, selfish peorle aware and concerned
only with' their own group.

The co.formity of the classes is similar to the uniformity of the
mass society we are approaching. Automation, bureaucracy, and standar-
dization turns people into things and statistics. We loose the sense
of being human, loose our individuality, and loose our awareness. We
are no louger free to be ourselves or free to know what is really hap-
pening in this country. The necrophilous tendencies caused by industri-
alizaticn and automation makes us more concerned with death than with
life and living people, such as the poor.

Even if, through some’flaw in the system; we shouid become sware
of and concerned with the problem of poverty, several things prevent
our doing anything significant to help. The U. S. govermment is con-
trolled by different interest groups, all of vwhich lobby for their own
benefits. Congress is not representetive of tne conntry because of
unequal districting and lack of suffrage, for exawple, for the Negroes
in the South. Congress is, therefore, conservative and stagnant, un-
willing and unable to effect teal reform.

What is more, we tend to look for simplified solutions to the pro-
blem when we approach it. Give them education, or give them jcbs,
or give them money, we say. But we don't stop to consider that many
interacting factors influence the poor's position and must all be con-
sidcred. Perhaps the lack of development of sccial sciences is one of
the causes of this naivete.

Basically, poverty exists in the U. S. because people are not
awvare and people don‘'t care.




- DUGGAN, JULIE
" ESSAY # 1
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S. A.?

The tasic reason that there are poor people in a rich society, I
think, is that ever since the beginning of time, there have been men
who lead and men who will follow. Men who are mentally superior to their
neighbors naturally will gain some measure of their respect provided
that they use what abilities they have. In early times an intelligent
caveman undoubtedly thought first of fashiondng weapons mut of metal
instead of stomes. In those days, of course, on the small-scale level
of primitive society (I don't even knowif one may call it a society),
man probably did not use this knowledge and superiority to the disad-
vantage or exploitation of his neighbors, but rather share it with him.
But in our society which is so materialistc and complex, the natural
leaders and men of superior ability who wish to attain wealth can do
it without too much difficulty, leaving the great masses who do not
have their exceptional character, far behind. This often is done at
the price of exploiting poorer people, whoy it seems, just get poorer
and more numerous.

I really know nothing at all about this question, only that it
seems that poverty in our country seems to be something <that is past,
present, and to come, something that one hardly tries to suggest a solu-
tion to because one does not know exactly what to soclve.

ESSAY # 2
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S. A.?

There are poor people in a rich society like the U. S. A. because
for seventeen years, seven months, two weeks, and six days it never oc-
curred to me to wonder why there are poor people in a rich eoclety like
ours. I had experienced relative poverty, but I never let myself wonder
about absolute pover:iy and the poor people. This is why, as Michael
Harrington says, the pocr are hidden. We don't want to let curselves
thiak about them - we'rz too busy relating our status to that of the
rest of ovr commnity.

Juvenal said that "the tragedy of poverty is that it maizes men
utterly ridiculcus."” This is trve, but he was not living in our society.
Besides the fact that it makes men ridiculous, in our society poverty
is a tragedy because it is so unnecessary. We are living in such an
affluent society that no one should be denied the minimum standards of
housing, food, etc. But they are denied them; 50,000,000 people are
denied them because people just don't care. They regard the poor as lazy
and themselves as having achieved whatever they have by dint of their
hard work. They don't know about the poor - they never see them. (And
even if the poor were lazy and it were their own fault that th:y were
impoverished - what of their children? Iike hhe descendants o the
P ycheons, are they to suffer for the sins of their fathers?) This
is directly a result of the economic system which places such a high

’ premium ¢n achievment, vecuniary and material achievement. "Since
money is the highest divinity around us, even though we have ndt yet
put up an altar to cash, there will soon be a temple to money." Suc-
cess; at any cost to anyone else, must be assured, but it is Only those
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DUGGAN, JULIE - cont'd.

people who already have middle cless values that are going to achieve
or at least have a chance of achieving success as we see it.

And the poor are not equal to the other people in our country.
Equality should not be measured in IQ (middle class culture tests) tests -
no men have the same sbilities. Equality should not be measured by
where one lives or what color he 18 - but it is. There is no equality
of opportunity in cur country.

There is poverty then because everyone who has any money at all
cares only about making more; because those who have the pover (finan-
cial and political) to alleviate the lot of the poor do not care about
the poor, only about themseives; because we hide the poor so we don't
have to thirk about them; rather than do anything to help them.

There ai'e poor people in our gociety because in a week I'll pro-
bably have forgotten all about poverty and poor people. There is
nothing I elone can do, anyway, to change their lot, and I'll be going
back to where money and material success are all that count.
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DUNSFORD, KATHRYN

ESSAY # 1
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S. A.?

The U. S. is one of the wealthier nations, if not the wealthiest
on the earth, yet behind her affluent and oppulent "cloak" there exists
another America.

The members of this "hidden society" are not only quartered in the
crowded cities but the wide, rolling, rural areas. They differ in age,
race, and religion, but all have the same problem - poverty.

Various ways and means have been established to rectify this oro-
blem - through poverty programs in urban and rural areas etc. but
none as of yit, have been too successful.

Sometimes this may lead me to think well what's wrong with
these people - the underprivileged ones - when so much money has been
set aside to help them - don't they want to uplift themselves - to rise
above their present state. Upon thinking about it deeply I realize,
that one of the mejor problems in attempting to work with such people
muist be that they have more than a material lack - but often an educa-
tional one. The "0ld man" on the city street corner is left jobless
because his farmer job can now be done by a machine and he lacks the
education to step up to another one.

People of certain ethnic groups seem to be... (Time)

ESSAY # 2
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?

The poor people or low class in the United States of America are
"invisible" to the middle and upper classes. One may ride through the
"other side of town" and see the dingy, dilapidated shacks the poor,
unkempt chiildren sitting on the steps and feel bad for them but then
ke2p on driving to his nice home in "suburbia". He could drive out to
the beautiful countryside and not see behind the mask of nature the
impoverished, stricken onee.

Before taking this course I didn't conceive of the complexity of
this question. If some one has asked me "Why are there poor in the
United States of America" my answer probably would have been, "because
they have no money". There are just so many reasons and factors keeping
them "down" in their state. "

-~ Naturally, because of their economic poslition they are “manipulated
by society. It almost seems as if it needs them to do iit's dirty work.
Who else would pick the strawberries for $ 1.00 a day?

Things which were intended for the benefit of all have even hin-
dered treir chances of climbing. Machines were invented to speed up
sroduction, as a result they put many veople out of work. Urban Re-
newal in many large cities of the United States in an effort to eradi-
cate the slums has madethem more invisible as well as in many cases
displaced and homeless.

Their lack of education certainly serves to keep them down. They
may have schools in their districts but the funds alloted from Federal,
State and Municipal means often go to the multi-miliion structures four

districts away, the place where the middle class families' children
are educated. As a result of their educational deprivation a larger
nart of them have low intelligent quotients.
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DUNSFORD, KATHRYN - cont'd.

!

Tke poor are greatly unorganized politicully. They have few lobbyists
in Congress to get bills passed in their favor and benefit. _

Because of all these various.'things their also dejected and demora-
lized attitudes towards society. .

One thing that is most impostant for Americans - the "fortunate"
ones is to become swars, awakened to the problews of them. Although
this has been done to some degree through such organizations as Head
Start, Vista, etc. there are still many iadigents in the society.

One thing many of us have gotten from this course is a desire to
help, we are oftedbtimes "fired" with the will to do so. But, even as .
we realize our inadequacy right now, at least, even when we go home
to our middle class security, we have the feeling, the awareness that
1s probably uceded to "help" or to begin to any way.
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FINKELSTEIN, MARK

Essay. 1l
The United STates, taken as a whole, 1s the richest

lon in the world today. It is, perhaps, the richest hation
in the earth's history. Yet, within this affluent society,
there exists a very substantial number of people whose income,
or more dlrectly, whose standard of living is beldw that which
1s generally regarded as adequate.

The question i1s Why are there poor people? The question
i1s obsiously quite complex.

I believe much of the problem centers around education.
By education, I mean not only booklearning, but also enliighten-
ment. To the indigent Negro, for example, what help in
escaplng poverty would an education be if his poppspective
employer is an unenlightened person who does not believe that
any Negro, no matter how educated, is capable of doing respon-
sible work.

Poverty has been defined as not only an emply breadbox,
but also as a state of mind. Poor people have been convinced,
probably with some Justification, that the future can bring
no rellef, and that the wonderful American of plenty 6#6r all is
not their America. Unable to escape from a rut that has
entrapped a fmaily or a community for generations, this an-
achronism of poverty is sustained. (time)

nat

Essay 2

At the outset, I would 1like to say that I believe that it
is impossible to answer the question in any true sense. However,
I will attempt to briefly note some of my beliefs.

I believe that the fundamental cause of this poverty
situation mast be attiibuted to our economic system.

By its very nature, it creats a soclety that is in-
different, even hostile, to the wants and needs of many of 1its
people. THe very fact that our soclety centers around eocnomics
1s revealing. WE, as a group, have no goals. As individuals
in the open market, our main objective is material success.

This 1s a game in which millions are doomed to lose.

Other factors, such as ones of power, are not basic
to the question, but are important only as a means &f insuring
that the poor people will remain in their reduced condéiition.

I believe that our system must be changed to take the
emphasis away from production and shift it to people. WE must

have a set of goals, and a system that will be a servant to
its members, and not their master.
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PURST, BARBARA

Essay 1

Among the manufactors that contribute to creating poor
people in the midst of a rich soclety are lack of education,
laziness, and ignorance.

Lack of education may result from a family need for
financial help forcing the individual to quit school, or the
individual may drop out becuase of poor grades. In elther case
the labor market is confronted with unsiilled labor. THere

-1s little opportunity for advancement above the minimum wage

working in a factory assemply line, for example, thus the
famlly dependent upon this person will most likely be in the
lower economic brackets.

While lack of education at times is unavoidable,
laziness 1s not. 1There are people whose jobs, probably in-
volving unkkilled labor, pay little more than relief checks,
So why should they work? Working, they fall into the poverty
area amd not working they do the same.

Ignorance results indirectly from lack of education and
definitely not from laziness. A prime example of ignorance is
in Appalachia whwere for generations people have mined coal
and suddenly there is no more national need. I wondered why
the people just did not leave the area, but apparently they
are unaware of conditions in other part s of the country.
Thelr parents have mined and that's all they know. (time)

_Essay 2

There are many reasons why there are poor people in a rich
society 1like the Unted States. Economically, there is an unfair
distribution of capital. THis is expiplified by the industries
of the country. THere are about 500 really large controloing
companies which net almost 3/4 of the profits. Becuase they
earn this disproportionate amount of money, they are a powerful
lobby in Congress. Their influence is reflected in the legis-
lation passed - none of it substantially benefits the poor be-
cause they are afraid of upsetting their position on top by
albewing the poor to rise. ;

This continual suppression of the poor by the conti'olling
(ad.ed note: If the poor could united to bargain collectively
as a group they would be perhaps an equally important lobby
because they dc comprise almcst 1/3 of the population.) third
is done bery subtlely - yet it has succeeded in givin g the
poor a feellng of utter hopelessness or fatalism. They feel
they can never beat the system so why try. :

Often times the children are required to quit school
and get a job to help out at home. THis lack of education only
perpetuates their statéon and 1limits their opportunities for
advancement in employment. Even if a Negro completes college,
he only earns a salavy compravble to a while who has graduated
from the elghth grade. Knowing this, perhaps their resignment
to 1life and lack of motivation can be understood.

The most disconderting fact is that the economy can function
perfeclty without looking at the problem of the poor at all.
Business doesn't need the poor ss consumers, or as unskilled labor.




GILLIGAN, WILLIAM

Essay #1

0.S Why are there poor people in a rich society like the
[ ] .A.?

The firgt tasl arising from the priginal questiion is what
are poor peorle? and what is a rich society?

A poor person bs one who is both economically and
socially far below the average position of the rest of his
countrymen. A rich society is one with a high living standard,
having many modern conveniences and a leisure periodwhich is equal
to or greater than the period required to earn a living.

There are several reasons for the existance of poor
people in an affluent society. Lack of education, adck of ability,
the social scale, which places one person below another and
whlle it may not force them to remain in one station it does
not help them to rise socially, no desire to obtain anything
above a bare existence, and also a basic feeling of what's the
use of trying. The chief reason for the cbntinued existance
of poor people in a society lkke our own is that poverty and
poorness propegate themselves generation after generation,

4 cycle that can not be changed from within, but that must be
altered by cutside forces acting on it.

Today in our society there are more causes for poor
people than shere were at almost any other period. IN colonial
Amerlica there was always 3ind and with it opportunity. 1In
1890, this means of changing one's position began to close and
the generations which followed where to become the poor people
In our society today. Each generation increasing its (time up)

Essay #2

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the
United States of America?

There are poor people in a rich society like the United
States because most people seem to be more interested in anal-
yzing the question rather tha n trying to eliminate the problem.
However, since that is a sd@iifferent issue I will ignore i%
partially, but 1t can not be ignored completely.

After slx weeks of this course I feel a little ridic-
ulous trying to answer a question like this, but I will try
anyway. I think that economi and sociological conditions are
the main reasons that poverty exists and I might even say that 1t
is all soclological, that is poverty is an inherent part of our ,
soclety as 1t 1s structured today. Not that we need poverty to -
exist or that people, on the whole, think poverty is necessary; =
its Just that we have values and norms which cause poverty
to exist and any attmmpt to end poverty with "charity" is like
spitting on a raging fire to put 1t out. Mr. Dowd has saild that
capitallism - American capitalism - has led people to have




GILLIGAN, WILLIAM (con't)

efficlency as g goal, we won't aven admit that this is true and
we profess humanistic goals - love for our fellow man, equality,
and democracy, but these things just don't work in a society
Whose highest goal is efficlency.

Wefve talked alot about the power structure, how the
Door don't have political power to change conditions, because
they don't have the economic power to get political power, do you
read all these things. Also we saild that poor people lack ed-
ucation, that they don’t have a strong motivation. Then Macccoby
comes out with how really abnormally everyone is, its just that
there abnormally in the same way and so can't see, But all
these are just relatively minor points, the main thing people
don’t really care that their are poor they can't even belief
that something 1is wrong with the system "nice guy" and so poverty
will continue to exist even if we do educate the poor ~ because
its the rich middle ("relatively rich", complacent, blind) class
thet has to be educated.

In conclusion I would like to say that no matter how
bad our system is the others# are so much worse (paraphrase)
I think even yet. Still T don't think that this is any reason
not to change it. (drawing of American flag)

Good luck next year in Italy. I think this was a good
Ccourse, and I think this System can be changed and I think this
course 1s a good indication that it can be and everyone who
wants change 1is not Pink. Jim didn't come to class. I did.
Where's Jim. I think this paper 1s important and I think it is

important to be serious, however being humanistic I have decided
to interject a little humor and frivolity,
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GLOVER, DIANA
ESSAY s 1

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S. A.?

First of all, I believe that I should define my derirftion of
poor people. To me, this does not necessarily apply to tle economic
background. Whether or not you have money which you able to spend,
or lots of property and security, this does not directly iafiuence
one's position as being rich or poor. In defining this st.te or
situation I believe that it is important to consider things such as
health, physically and mentally. A person with a limited elWcation
1s poor in a sense and so are those with set and limitedicete who have
no time for others and their ideas. The United States soc.43y is con-
sidered rich as a result of it's econ.mical, political, and i1ocial
wealth. As individuals, mentally sound people is also an important
factor. On the basis of my own personal definition of poor paople I
cov. attempt to answer the question. Those lacking an educatioa is an
example of poor people. The reasons for .this lack of educaticn are many.
In some cases inadequate schools which did not inspire the pecple
caussed them to drop it seeking better things; in some places educa-
tional facilities were very limited; also a couple of generations ago
the emphasis not placed on education was not present. Often due to
unending cycle where people weren't able to get decent jobs took low
Payings ones which were not enough to pay for higher education which
in turn was needed for a good job.

I also believe that a person limited in ideas and stuck to their
own beliefs and ideas are indeed poor when this limits their acceptance
of others and their ideas.

Also there exists poor people in the rich society of the United
States because of their own laziness. Some believe they should receive
benefits handed to them on a silver platter. The world ow2s them a
living so vwhy -should.they try to better themselves and do something
with their life. They are given a chance to help themselves but they
don't.

As a conclusion for now, I believe there are many reasons for poor
people in a rich society and that these reasons are based on the defi-
nition of poor as interpreted by the one answering the cquestion.

ESSAY # 2 ]

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?

In first considering the answer to the question I just stated
education and lack cf money. I still think so but under different
circumstances. As far as education is concerned, I mean formal educa-
tion which is needed to rise to any status level. Everything, just
about, centers on one's education. (Especially jobs). Besides lack-
ing in the formal education, there are other things. I believe the
poor should be allowed to discover what is actual, the truth, the
beauty around us, and different everyday things which we appreciate
without realizing the value and which can not be categorized as book
learning. Seeing where the poor are living below decent living stan-
dards where there is over-crowding in a place which is not fit for
living in, where there isn't enough money to buy the needs for survival




GLOVER, DIARA - cont’d.

such as food, clothing aad shelter

» one must agree that same form of
incomne vhich will help to obtain t

hese things is needed.

1y represented., If they were fully represented one

of more federal legislation which would and could p
ble.

might see a chance
rove to be profita-

As a group the poor people of the United States should unite.
Together if they mske an attempt to demand help or vwhat is due they
might succeed. But as individuals the problem can not be solved.

The poor people have such feelings of lowliness, despair, rejection,
I'm stuck here, etc. which they find hard to rise abov

The existence of the poor in the U. S.
with the economic system of the U. S.

tion. Often it is said that everyone
some extent financially but as long as there is competition someone will
always have to remain on the bottom or below someone else.

The lovisibility of the poor is also a factor. Many of the poor
drive fine cars and dress Just like others {(as a result of mass-produc-

tion this is Pairly easy to do. This iavisibility is like a screen and
is therefore not seen by others.

Going back to education, often,

can also bte associated
capitalism is based on c ompeti-
should be on a “equal level” to

Just vacational training will help
the poor to secure a decent job or at least supply some form of income.

I know there are many reasons for the existence of the poor. Mary
of the reasons I do not kuow and understand.

I can truly say that I have learned somethings about the poor
and really began to realize the situation. It is also a situation which
I have never really thought about until this course.
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. GLOVER, DIANA - cont'd.

such as food, clothing

income which will help to obtain these things is needed.

In looking at the operation of .cur government, it has been brought
to my attention that the poor people of the United States are not actual-

and shelter, one must agree that saue form of

1y represented. If they were fully represented one might see a chance
of more federal le

gislation which would and could prove to be profita-
ble.

As a group the poor beople cf the United States should unite.
Together 1f they make an attempt to demand help or what is due they
might succeed. But as individuals the problem can not be solved.

The poor people have such feelings of lowliness, despair, rejection,
I'm stuck here, ete. which they find hard to rise above.

The existence of the poor in the U. S. can also be associated
with the economic system of the U. S. capitalism is based on ¢ ompeti-
tion. OZlten it is said that everyone should be on a "equal level" to
some extent financially but as long as there is competition someone will
always have to remain on the bottom or below someone else.

The invisibility of the poor is also a factor. Many of the poor
drive fine cars and dress Just like others (as a result of mass-produc-
tion this is fairly easy to do. This iavisibility is like a screen and
is therefore not seen by others.

Going back to education, often, Just vecational training will help
the poor to secure a decent Job or at least supply some form of income.

I know thexe are many reasons for the existence of the poor. Mary
of the reasons I do not kuow and understand.

I can truly say that I have learned somethings about the poor
and really began to realize the situation. It is also a situation which

I have never really thought about until this course.
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GOODWIN, STEPHEN
ESSAY # 1

There are poor people in the U. S. for a diversity of reasons. The
main reason I feel is the moral fiber in each individual that directs
and controls his or her life.

Men of Good Intentions by Blair and The Power in Washington by
Carter reveal the affects laws and lavmakers have on sceiety. The various
complexities of Washington, D. C. is further complicated by the supreme
law of the land which was written several hundred years ago. Carter
stresses the weaknesses and the strengths of the unwritten and written
laws presently incorporated in the U. S. Constitution today. I feel
the President's programs aimed at poverty gain tremendous impetus from
the unwritten laws of our country. Blair's conclusion was that the cor-
ruption and efficiency during Grant's and Harding's administration is
still rampant in the Johnson Administration, thus hindering his Great
Society program. I feel this is especially true because of my affilia-
tion with Ponica Democratic Club, during the primaries in New York City
last week. I was employed as a news reporter to work there. Through
many saus cesse questions on politics I discovered several dirty tricks
that are still being employed today on the City and State levels.

The economics of the situation is clearly demonstrated by Operation
Head Start and the Job program. These programs are designed to escalate
the present educational trend in America and train people in new skills
replaced by automation. The major conflict in this comes through pro-

longed perinds of time and weak administrative procedures. They don't
coincide as intended.

ESSAY # 2

Focusing the question of why there are poor pecple in rich society
to the citizens of Harlem one comes to realize their primary deficiency
lies in the economic institutions that canvas their commnity.

The economic cri..s ii Harlem can be separated into two distinct
schools of thnought. The most important 1s that Negroes constituted T%
2er cent of the populstion that live in poor housing develppments due
to untrained positions in jobs and iittle educational advancement.

This position can be supported by Miller's Rich Man, Poor Man where . .
more statistical data confirms this point. The other school deals with
Keynas economics in our society. To establish stabilized competitive

market among the pcor would be v irtually impossible because of the

spectrum income levels that are characteristic of a subsistence level
of living.




: GRANY, MARILYNN
ESSaY # 1

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S. A.?

Before I begin to answer this question I feel it is necessary

to establish some basis of what we mean by poor people. In every
society there are classe levele of economic stending. By poor peorle
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then I wish to refer to these who suffer from the lack of basic neces-
sities - food, shelter, clothing.

The first reason which comes to my miné when asked this question
if the lack of education. Education has become a sifting device for
almost all jobs. A person is hired because of theeducation he has
recelved and payed (to some extent) according. Therefore a basic step
toward fighting poverty (I did not follow the differentiation made by
Mr. Dowd - poverty - poor people) would be to educated the poor that
they way attain better jobs and sul.sequently receive more pay.

Another cause of poverty which follows from my previous cause?
1s something that is created by the society itself - discrimination..
True we live in a democracy bwt nevertheless the fact of discrimination
is very real. Monority groups are not always able to receive an educa-
tion above the secondary level. Education itself invodves money. How
is an uneducated uinority group going to be able to educated his child-
ren if he is discriminated against.

As you can see this becomes a vicious circle. A family is wmble
to receive a good job because of lack of education and race, creed, or

Q color and subsequently is unable to educate their children.

' This is where the government plays their part is fighting pover-
ty. Poverty exists or is aided to a great extent by what the govern-
ment does.

. Finally in the causes of poverty that I'd like to mention is

£ lack of interest for betterment. "Where there is a will there is.a
way." Poor people must desire a better way of life. People are there
Yo heip them and they must realize this and sake advantage of it. It

is not always easy but in a society like ours it is more possible
(I believe) than ever before.

ESSAY # 2

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S.?

This is a question which I believe can be coxreectly answered. The
reason why there are poor people in a rich society like the U. S. is a
complex of interlocking economical, sociological, historical, and socio=-
logical factors.

In our society there are many kinds of poor.

1) Poverty among minority groups. A-good percentage of our poor
are foreigners (beican, Puerto Rican) who are discriminated against
because of their nationality. They came to this country relatively
poor, frequently unskilled, or educated and unfamiliar with Awmerican
language and customs. Thus they begin at the bottom of our system.

' Prejudice against the race in general and society does not make it
possible for them to elevate themselves.

This is true of the American Negro who has been in the country
mich longer, however is cnly recently making real progress in our system.
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GRANT, MARILYNN - cont'd.

Society characterizes a wminority group because of the way our
system forces them to live. And it refuses to allow the upward move-
ment of this group. Thus, low income, poor living conditions, lack of
money to educate family, low income job, low income.

Tuenty five percent of American poor are Negros Because the Ameri-
can Negro has a past history of slavery in our country - vhich the white
man subjected him to. And because his national traits - mainly the color
of his skin have made it harder tnd impossible to separate completely
from his race.

Seventy-five percent of American poor, however, are white. The
~ycle is much the same except they are not being held heck by racial
or national discrimination. However these people are in a "rut". Their
lives seem hopeless and apathy results. They lack the wotivation to
escape their "plight". White poor do not organize for tneir own bet-
terment.

The poor cannot help themselves - so we mast help them. Many
programs have been initiated to help the economically pcor cnd many
have failed. The greatest problem of these people is psychological,
thus our help should be gearedto this.

In our American society everything is based on competition. To
help the poor we must be sincerely interested in their problem, under-
stand them and be willing to give of themselves. This is a lot to ask
of a society who is not even conscious of her poor.

I believe that the cuases of poverty are many, however the reason
why poverty still exists is indifference on the part of our affluent
society to help. Our lives are planned even before we are born to par-
take in the mad world of competitive struggle to the top of the ladder.

If only more Americans would become aware of this grave problem
and subsequently sincerely concerned and willing to do something
about it thenroblem of today's pogr would be tomorrow non-existent.




GRAYSON, MARK

ESSAY # 1

There are toc many prcjections in my mind to attempt 2 '
logical presentation of the question "Why are there poor people
in a rich society like the U. S. A.?" As fragments or ideas
come forward, I will explain their value.

First, a differentiation must be made between the g
of poverty as a generalization and poor people in partie
Singling cut the individual.

The world has become too complex and automated for the
géneral utility of the individual. 1In an age wherever leading
Sclentists can master only specific fields, it is difficult for
the more common person to fit into society. People can no
longer get adequate jobs if they are not educated, both in the
classical and System disciplines. ~

For many, simple willingness is no longer adequate. The
well known picture of the family in the "Grapes of Wrath" vho
offer thelr bodies for manual labor only to find a lack of jobs
is a case in point.

This example of the provlem during ‘the Depression still
exists in many places and yet cannot be maintained completely.

My firm belief is that anyone with a satisfactory educa-
tlon can find employment in the present economic and social
sSystem if he wishes. Often, the conflict -arises when the
Society he seeks is not avallable and the present one does
not satisfy him.

"What is a poor person?" is probably a key issue T should
previously have established. Jewish tradition tells of two
farmer brothers - one has little financial acquisitions but
a loving wife and happy famlly while the other is rich in ma-
terlal wealth but lacks a fmmily or friends. One night the
wealthy one moves some of his grain to the other's field. He
believes he owes something to his brother because he has so
much more riches. The next day, the other brother discovers
the grain and that night he returns it to the :irst man after
adding some extra grain to it. When the wealthy brother dis-
vovers this the next day he approaches hls brother and asks why
he did not accept the grain. The other replies that his warm
family life makes him far richer and satisfied that mere wealth
could ever bring.

The idea of this story 1s the duality of man's goals:
material and personal desires.

When these are Joined, the question is easy but when they
conflict the question must go far deeper. (Time)

ESSAY # 2

nestion
ular

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S.9!

The key to the problem of poor people in a rich socilety
is environment. As I ment’oned in my term paper, the poverty
cycle is difficult to break. "The Cool World" a movie we saw
lllustrates the difficulty. For purposes of discussion, I will




GRAYSON, MARK - cont'd.

define those poor people I am considering as "the other America",
Harrington's term. Contrast the attempts of the teacher to show
historical background to his. ninth grade calss witlhL the world

of the gang in it's room. This gap is impenetrable for many

of the inner city residents in the U. S.

*» Our educational system with all its formality and over-
crowding just cannot reach these kids. The normally upwardly
mobile "mainstream of American life" is closed to these chlldren,
for most of them, because of their early background. Unless
this background of absolute poverty, squalidness, and lack of
nope can be changed, these kids wiil continue the poverty cycle
for their area

Migtant workers and rural poor aiso tend to suffer from
the same problems and like those of the inner city, seldom
change from the ways of their parents.

Harrington claims that the poor are hidden. This 1is quite
true. Looking at "Sixteen in Webster Groves” I remember one
kid who said he didn't realize people in the U. S. lived so
poorly untll he passed through a slum in St. Louis. Placed in
slums, on the migrant circult, or in the rural areas, these
poor people just don't come through as reality to those of the
suburbias and nice parts of the cities throughout the ration.

Legislation is difficult to pass and generate support for
in the U. S. Most people do not want to admit there may be
some things wrong with the system. When Prof. Dowd says there
are more and mere poor people .in the "Affluent Soclety” I won-
der 1f this means that the percentage is greater or it 1s just
a natural increase due to population expansion. Either way,
1t shows we have a long way until we can be satisfied with our
system.

It seems so obvious to me that it is easy to get a job now
for moncy and to earn a satisfactory living so I can support
a family and my own needs in the future. And yet it is the
oppocsite, as I now realize, with the kids from the slums. They
would not know where to look for a decent job and do not have
the acqulired knowledge to maintain it.

If all support for me in the world ended tonight (parents,
relatives, friends) I could still live a productive, meaningful
life. Yet this does not end the situation by saying the poor
lack initiative. If I had the same environment they grew up
in I might have the same problems. This 1s a part of macro-
scopic view.

A microscoplc view would be completely different in pers-
pective. A good hrezk and real initiative can help someone
rise out of this cycle i.e. basketball player, kid going to
college who depended on Blood to live in this Jungle society
until he could get out. But while this may help in individual
cases and it does, 1t will not solve the problem.

We must ge? these people to somehow relate with "this here
America" or the 1ssue will never be gglved.

Still, I f2el that the single individual can overcome 2
poor environmext through real effoet. Opportunities abocund.

(See "Look" usgazine this issue Aug. or Sept.) With it's descrip-
tion of the NAM efforts to help the individual who want. to rise
above his ewironmefit. The real issue is that this apprecach will
not solve .hie problem for large numters of poor people




HALL, PATRICIA

ESSAY # 1
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U.S.A.?

That question is about as difficult to give a definite answer to
as the Pamous question - "which came first - the hen or the egg?” I
believe that the reason that it is diffiecult to answer is because there
are so many differéntltypes of poor people in the U. S. By that I mean
that every person is an individual and the factors which may have been
the cause of one person's poveriy, may not have been the cause of ano-
ther person's poverty. The question is also difficult to answer because
it raises the problem - "Exactly who is poor?" Many people believe that
even a poor person in the United States would be considered well-totdo
in another country. But in an attempt to answer this question, I will
have to draw a line and say that perhaps a poor person is one who earns
less than $ 3000 per year. Maybe earlier, people would have thought
that $ 3000 was a lot but now it's not. Jobs are becoming scarcer for
those who have a law degree of education.

Lack of education is perhaps the greatest reason for poverty.
People who are uneducated, can't find good all year jobs ; thus, they
can't afford college or some other form of higher education for their

children. This leaves their children to grow-up exactly as their parents -

ponr. This seems to be like a never ending cycle which can only be bro-
ken by means cf higher education.

However, some are poor because of prejudice.

ESSAY #8
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U.S.?

When I first answered this question, I believed that people were
poor because they lacked the proper education and thus, weren't able
to get decent jobs. Now I realize that the answer is much more compli-
cateds.. There are so many factors involved.

One factor is the American middle-class. These are the people
who could help the poor more than anyone because: (A) Some of them were
poor once and were able to get out (B) They are the majority of Awmexr-
icans. Yet, among the middle class, there is a tremendous display
of apathy towards the poor.

Perhaps one reason for this apathy is that the middle class,
knowiné that they have the necessities of life and many of the lux-
uries just decided that they don't care at all about anyoneelse.

They know that they have a vew T.V. and a secure job; therefore, they
say to themselves, "Why worry about the pocr? I've got my own prob-
lems." '

Another reason for the apathy of the middle class is that they are
naive. They don't know tie t poor people exist. They ramtionalize
and say that the poor in the U.S. would be considered rich in another
society; therefore, there are no poor. If these middle class people
do finally recognize tlat there are "less fortunate" people, they
further ratignalize and say, "Oh, but they're really happy. They're
close to Nature." Because of this apathy, the poor remain poor.

(con't next page)




HALLL, PATRICIA (con't.)

Another reason wé still have poor people in the U.S. is that
many Americans are strict conformists. Nc one is willing to take
that big step to help the poor. ,The educational system in the U.S.
is partially to blame. All during school, a child is taught how to
"get ahead”. This means getting the right job, the right money and

not rocking the boat. However, many arc hesitant to take that big
step to help the poor because they don't want to be labeled a kook,
an odd-ball or a commmist. Everyone has a basic need for group id-
entification and it takes alot of courage to be an individual.

Also, the way our national politics are run, a program to help
the poor would have to be second to a program to change our political
system. The way things are now, the President can't do anything
along; he needs the help of Congress. So far, Congress has shyed
away from wuch social legislatnre and has passed bills appropriating
the war and new super highweys.

Many people think that they can have effective legilation
passed through their political party. However, they don't know that
they are heing manipulated by this party.

I don't mean to sound pessimistic. I think that something can
be done to eliminate poverty. First of all, the American people
need a greater awareness of this problem. Secondly, the educational

system should be revised to teach greater individuality (such as the
Monteasere schools. )
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HORECKER, I.INDA
ESSAY # 1 ‘
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?

It is difficult to arrive at an answer to the question of why
poverty exists. Most existing answers are either too general or
too specific. Even these unsatisfactory solutions are few and far
between, for in the United States today, poverty is a question which
is seldom considered to any greater extent than the giving of token
aid from several different organizations.

When attempting tofind an answer to why poverty exists or a satis-
factory method of alleviating it a great difficulty lies in the many
aspects from which this problem can be attacked. When -nswers are
found to the sociological, political, economical and psycological
problems an attempt can be made to solve the problem as a whole.

At this point I can not offer a personal opinion as to why
poverty exists in the United States other then simply saying that
owing to the sociological and economic evolution of our society
there has always been a certain group, usually & minority, who have;,
for certain psycological and perheps poliiical reasons, either chosen
or been forced to exist in a state of poverty, under our standard of .
living. Because the underlying reasons for their plight are not often
clear even to themselves a blanket solution is that much more difficult
to discover.

I feel that the most important aspect to consider when probing
this problem isthat the core of the problem centers on individuals.
Each individual affected by poverty reacts in a completely different
way. Perhaps because of this the best way to attempt to find an answer
to the poverty problem is to deal with the people themselves and study
more actual existing problems than optomistic theories that offer
impractical solutions.

ESSAY # 2
Why are there poor people in the United States?

Poverty may be examined frou four different viewpoints, sociological,
psychological, economic and political. Each is as important as the
other and each must be considered in order to make a thorough study of
vhy poverty exists in our society.

The main social factor which mist be considered is the racial
makeup of the poor minority. Out of the 50 miliion noor in the U. S.
the majority are Negro. However, there are also many white poor who,
like the Negro, are submerged in poverty finding it a vicious cycle
impossible to escape. Unable to cope with our middle calss orientated
society, these people are defested before the start and, in wany cases,
unintentionally adopt a defeatist autlook.

The social and psychological aspects of poverty are very closely
related. It is the effect of our middle class velues that cause us
to overlook poverty and this "invisibility" of the poor is detrimental
to thelr progress. There 1s sgreat barrier between the poor and the
rest of scciety and in most cases this barrier can not be broken by
empathy or pity.

Of course, the most obvious reasons why poverty exists are economic.
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HORECKER, LINDA - cont'd.

The poor suffer an inability to secure jobs and therefore suffer finsn-
cially. 1In the wajority of poor communities the prices are raised
considerably causing the poor to receive a complectely warped (which it
is) view of our econcmy. This inability to earn money can basically
be traced back to a lack of education, however, meny other conditions
umust be considered such as the unequal opportunity of the Negro in the
North and South.

Probably the only way the poor canget any iwprovemeut in their stan-
dard of living is by political means, however, socially and psychologi-
cally they are unable to prganizd. This lack of organization is a pri-
mary cause of their low economic status and their absence of any roli-
tical power vhat so ew: r.

The poor are invisible to the political parties and politicians and

to the majority of people in our society and to a certain extent even
to themselves.

K]
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® HURLEY, HELEN
E“SAY # 1

Why are there so many poor people in a rich society like the U.S.A.?

The answer to this question is a very difficult thing to
accept. Most people have their own personal opinions, and 1f you
were to state an answer, no matter how detailed and complete,
there will aiways De those who want to delete certain parts or
add something new,.

In our society there is an obvious group of people who are
poor, not only for the lack of money, but also for the lack of
education and opportunity. There is not an equal balance of money
in our country mainly due to human nature itself.

It seems that everyone is concerned about one thing -
their own pocketbooks. When this situation exists there can be
no shift in the direction of the flow of money to the poor.

Many people think that automation is "taking their jobs
away" and that this is the # 1 cause of unemployment, and in
turn, poverty. I believe that automation is a good thing; true,
it does put many out of a job, but there are programs for re-
training these people. The problem here lies in the fact that the
people are not given ample opportunity to re-train themselves, so
they descend to lowly Jobs with little income.

The environment in which the poor children grow up is so .

’ depressing that all anxiety or dreams of self-improvement aie
killed many times before they reach high school level.

Also, I think that there are many who are very intelli-
gent and capable of learning, but they Just do not have the
facilities t¢o prove their abilities.

The fear of entering into the so called "higher society"
has also held many back. -

If only the young people could be reached and put into an
environment which would give them some encouragement, probably
they would in turn help others, etc.

ESSAY # 2

Why are there poor pecople in a rich society like the United States?

There are sixty million poor people living the most pros-
perous country in the world today. These people are defined as
having an annual income of $ 3000 or less per family. How did
these people come into soclety, where are they geographlcally,
and what can be done to remedy this situation?
First of all, we must recognize this as a moral problem.
It simply isn't "right" for the rest of the nation to ignore
these oppressed people while they enjoy the better things of
1life that osur country offers.
4 But the morality of the American people has gone through
%D’ a change. The only that that they worry about is money...as long
as they are satisfied, they don't care about anything else...
or anybody else. This apathy toward the pocor can be explained
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HURLEY, HELEN - cont'd

through an inspection of our economic and pclitical systems.

Taking the economic system, it is very clear that we in
America are not following Adam Smith's ideal capitalism. The
"rugged individualism" that prevailed at the onset of our coun-
try's birth were men worked together for the common good (as well
as for their own) has become now "every man for himseif." The
collaboration of small, one-man owned businesses into huge trusts
and corporations has given the men "at the top" so much more
power than the workers at the bottom.

The uneven distribution of income is so great that it is
obvious that there is something wrong with the system. It is
universally assumed that each man gets what he deserves, that
income is in proportion to the type of job one performs in
society. If you consider the low-paying jobs, you will see that
most of these are very necessary to society. The potato pickers,
garbage men, etec. cannot be eliminated. We need these workers,
yet we pay them so little. Is there a way that we could bring
these jobs to a greater dignity in our country?

Consider now the political situation of the poor. They
are powerless and volceless. Most of them are under represented
in Congress; and the ones who are represented have hardly any
advantage since their representatives are apathetic towards
them anyway.

How can we allocate more power to these poor people?
Perhaps that is impossible, that we cannot "allocate" power to
them; they must acquire power. The Black Muslim movement with
the slogan of "Black Power" is one of the ways that an attempt is
being make. The Negroes are organizing, and someday will (hope-
fully) attain the power they want. But what about the poor whites?
Why aren't they organizing? Maybe many of them arz content with
what they have, but this is highly improobable. If they think that
gheir fellow whites in Congress and other political institutions
at the state and local levels are going to help them out, I'm
afraid they are greatly disillusioned. They tend to identify
themselves with the other whites who are in power and this is
gzing to prove to be a handicap to then.

In our supposedly "open-class system" today, it 1s pos-
sible for a pérson to move from one social stratum to another
by taking on the' characteristics of the class in which they want
to move. This is vrue for the middle class, but I believe that
this does not apply to the -poor. Their poor health, lack of
initiative and belief in success cripples their ability to move
up the ladder. ‘

Their psychological make-up is such that it 1s virtually
impossible for them to accept the norms of the middle class.




JACKSON, ROBERT

z’ ESSAY # 1

Why are there poor people in a rich soclety like the U.S.A.?

T think that there are many reasons why there are poor
people in a rich soclety like ours. Some of them stem from
politiczl, economic, social, racial, psychological reasons,etc.

I think that if one is to solve this problem, or perhaps more
correctly, to answer it with any degree of accuracy one must not
1imit ones investigation to any one of these above ment ioned
fields but, on the contrary,one must consider them all for what
they are worth.

It is generally known that whoever controls the political
institution of a nation also controls it's wealth - to different
degrees of course, depending upon the economic system involved.
It is my contention and belief that one reason why there are poor
people in a rich soclety like ours is that the poor people do
not have any real political power, i.e., they cannot make demands
on individual politicians which will be respected. Thus, their
conditicn is stagnant; they cannot have the opportunity to pro-
gress like the mainstream of the American soclety.

Education also is a reason why there is poverty, or rather
the lack of it. I think that in most cases where poverty is not
voluntary the victims of it are undereducated. Consequently,
they cannot demand the kinds of jobs which would elevate their

,!' position in society. Education, I think, also plays another role:

) It provides a stimulus for advancement. The educated person,
usually, sets his sights on higher horizons, whereas the under-
educated are limited not only by their lack of education but
also limited as to their choices of position is society.

T think that race also has a place in this problem. for
example, in this soclety most Negroes are poor. This seems 1ncre-
dible to me if I don't accept the premise that there is some force
which prohibits them from achieving like other Americans have
achieved. I absolutely reject the cliches, i.e., all Negroes
are indolent, etc. I think that there have been and indeed still
are definite instances, in parts of this country, to limit the
Negroes success, especlally his economic success.

ESSAY # 2

e t—————

Why are there poor people in a rich soclety like the United States?

There are many reasons why there are poor people in our
society. The main reason is, I think, the economic system -
capitalism. It 1s inevitable that in this syste.. people will be
poor. Capitalism could not exist today if there were no poor
people to perpetuate the system.

The rature of the system, I might add, imbues 1n people
@? a sense of competitiveness which results in the vicious get-ahead-
= at-any price attitude. People in this system, even those of us
who detest it, acquire these empty outlooks on life. Suddenly we
find that life means only the accretion of material wealth. There
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is no love of humanity in this. It appeals to all of man's
base and destructive tendencies.

I further contend that all of the things, l1.e., the dif-
ferent dilsciplines -~ economics, psychology, political science,
and soclology which we have learned in this course are directly
related to and resultant from this economic. system.

The economics of the situation is obvious. The poor don't
have the things which are essential to a basic human existence.

I need not talk about this sensc it, as we know, 1s a product of
the system.

Psychologically speaking, the helplessness and indifference
which 1s felt by the poor are caused by the enormity of the sys-
tem as compared to the individuals who know that they cannot
change or in any significant way coreect the system. This 1s
presupposing, of course, that the poor are avare that their plight
1s due to the economic system. In most cases, not only among the
poor but also among the well off, we are not aware of why there
are poor people in this society because we have been manipulated.
In fact in order for this system to create the type of economilc
man required to function in the system, manipulation must be
employed.

Most of the social attitudes which are harbored in this
society are resultant from the attitude toward others we acquire
from living in the system. This perhaps is a reason why poverty
has been perpetuated in America. Most Americans,even though
they don't call it thus formally, believe in a form of Social
Darwinism, i.e., survival of the fittest. It is easy for them
and they do 1t quite nanchalantly, to say "I made it through my
own hard work. Why can'’t they do the same thing. They are all
alike lazy, shiftless people who really don't want to get ahead.”

Arother reason why poverty.1ls perpetuated is that the poor
have no economic or pclitical power. And because they lack this
power they are left at the mercy of the cruel majority. Again
we see the type of man this system creates. It creates men who
are obsessedwith making profits. They don't give a damn about
whether people eat, sleep, or even live, their only preoccupation
is the accretion of profit.

Because the poor have no real power they are trust into
a vicious'circle which prevents them from rising cut of the gutter
even though they may want toc and have the incentive to. It is
amazing to me that they manage to have hope. For once you are
on the botton you can kind of sense the helpiessness of your
position. You don't know what it is but you know that there are
some forces pushing you down and while not an increasing force
it tends to push Just enough to keep you where you are.

The government is not a true representive in any real
sense of the American people but rather 1t represents the mana-
gerlial and the entrepreneurial classes,

It has initiated a poverty program which is not designed
to eliminate poverty but ratner desligned to present the poor
with the facade of help and elevation.
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JACKSON, ROBERT

cont'd.

What I have tried to say, with little
the reason why thelr are poor people in this
1t 1s because of the economic-caplitalism.
not been able to articulate my position more
it 1s very difficult te think clearly with a

success, is that
oociety is that

am sorry that I-have
lucidly, however,
hangover.




JACOBS, THEODOLPH,JR.
ESSAY # 3

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U.S.A.?

(This 1s my belief of one aspect of the problem.)

Since no one is really .able to give a satisfactory ans-
wer 1 believe that the majority of the problem lies in the
people themselves. I don't believe that the blame should be
placed upon the government because the efforts made by the govern-
ment to combat poverty maybe one of the great reasons for this
poverty.

I believe “hat in a society such as the U. S. where hardly
anything is forced upon people and so many opportunities exist
to help the poor (without their working for the help) - in this
lies one of the many reasons.

It is very true that many poor people deplore their
financial situation and strive to better but many sit back and
walt for the government to give thum free aid. These people
lack the self pride and initiative to gc -out andlearn a trade
where they are sure to receive a job.

Most of unemployment in the country is not due to auto-
mation but due to the failure of American men and women to get
up, go out and learn these technological skills (where most jobs
lie). It has been said that there are more jobs than people to
£i1l them: then why unemployment? Because of the above men-
tioned atatements.

Another contributing factor to this problem isthe con-
tinuance of the United States toward a socialistic path. I do
not belleve that given everything a person could ask for, free
of charge, and a job - ultimatum many people would choose the
Job. Why work when you can get it free? Now, don't get me wrong
I realize that many of the plans, such as Social Security, OASI
and even Medicare might 7ery beneficial to many people, but when
the requirements for welfare checks are so low that even a
strong, able bodied person can apply and receive money we are on
somewhat of a wrong track. This welfare is necessary for such
as many unwed mothers or disabled persons, but there should be
limits. .

Again I say, I believe that if the people didn't have
this great U. S. government to depend upon they would learn the
new and necessary skills and the unemployment would first go
down causing the pcor people tec raise themselves at least to
middié class. I see no reason why the United States in all of
it's glory can't have enough wealth to go around if one is ambi-
tious enough to take the opportunity. ’

My uncle once said - If a man can't make it in the U. S. -
he can't make 1t in Heaven! Opportunities unlimited.

ESSAY # 2

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?

At the beginning of this course, I thought I had an




Q' JACOBS, THEODOLPH - cont'd

answer, now, I can't even begin to explein because I am very cone-
fused about the grave question.

First I would say that the poor people are not helped and
1ifted out of their condition because of the fact that they are
invisible to the rest of the world. By this invisibility I
méan that the people know poverty exists just as they know
trees exist, but they fail to empathize with the poor and have no
realization of the conditions of poverty.

A second reason would be that poverty is perpetuated by
our very economic system. American capitalism is a system where-
by the few elite exploilt the lowly, solely for profit and galn.
Ours is a system of materialistic values, therefore the better to
do find it, not only convenient, but necessary to Reep thesco pooar
people just where they are, this being tc enhance the profits

' of the few large corporations that contr.. our economy.

Another possible reason for this complex problem 1s that
of politics.

Everytime Congress tries to pass a blll that would ald
these poor, even if the Presldent has endorsed this bill, it is
cut-up, compromised and finally the blll isn't "worth the paper
it is written on". There exist so many different interests that
what would be done to help one will hurt the other. So we have
a continuous compromise and the result is that nothing is accom-
plished.

!’ Now we come to what I believe is just about the major
reason for poverty in America - that is the psychological attitude
of the poor.

Over the years, and for varied reasons the poor have come
to accept thelr position. And they are to the point now, whevre
they have ceased to better themselves.

One's first reaction to this statement would probably be
"That's because they are lazy" (That was my opinion) but 1t is
necessary to understand that for at least 100 years these poor
have been promised a way out and received a kick in the pants.

They have seen sly politicians "use them" solely for
personal gain. They have seen generation after generation in
the same miserable condition (this being the vicious circle) so
they too have lost hope.

Th y realize that no one can see thenm, and they have
learned to mistrust all offers of help, because help is never
given. It is this condition of apathy on the part of the poor
which helps perpetuate poverty. (I am not saying that they have
no right to be apathetic because they certainly do). I think
i1t 1s necessary to discuss the psychological attitude of those
in power also. As I said before, when I came into this course;
my attitude was that of "shame on the poor because they are lazy".

This is an out right myth perpetrated by those in power
in order to keep the poor where they are (i.e.,at the most bene-

@’ ficial level. This myth has become so widespread that now even

L 4 many of the pocr have been forced to believe this. This myth
alone is enough to kKeep poverty in America and everyplace else

Nergesoil o
s £ Lainad ¥

g R e R PAR
P LR S Dy oy
RsE MDA S

AL PEIN O RS PR e Y
R ETORA v s, T uRANY PRI
L A Tt e Uy e S T 3, >
b ‘ i S ey o A




-

"JACOBS, THEODOLPH - cont'd.

H T “\ & g A
e, e o r‘d\"'\r; e 4:‘~§‘Q'7.§:\i'§%, o '-:,E__‘ A

S 2 IR

fo”ever.

If all people who are a little better off than the poor
folk believe this myth, why should they want to help. There
attitude is "I worked for what I got, let them do the same".

The only trouble 1s, this is impossible because of their vicilous
circle of 1life (which I don't feel like describing at this time).

'hece are some of the reasons for why (absolute) poverty exists
in the rich United States.
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JOHNSON, SUZANNE.

Essay 1

Why are there poor people in 3 rich soclety like the $.S.9?

The words "poor" and "rich" are only good when used as
comparative terms. The United States is, generally, a rich
soclety compared to Qther counttles like India or China.

The poor people are only poor as compared to the rich in
the U.S. Our poor would probably be rich or at ieast middie
class i1f they had the same income and lived in India.

It seems to mc that poor people exist in the U.S.
mainly because of a lack of knowledge.

First of all, they usually lack an educational skill.
This makes it difficult for them to get a good job by which
they may earn a decent 1living.

Secondly, they may lack opportunity or simply the
knowledge that there are opportunities which they may share.
In today’s world hundreds of thousands of dollars in scholar-
ships are awarded each year to needy students. However it
is quite obviocus that not all the students who could use the
scholarshlips get them. There are also trade schodls and the
Job Corps which are an attempt to give those lacking skills
a means by which to obtain a skill. But still the fact
remains that many who have the native ability tc take ad-
vantage of college scholarships do not and many who could
have gone to a trade school do not attend.

Why? 1 believe there are basically two reasons. One,
as I've sald before, is'a simple lack of knowledge that the
opportunities exist. Secondly is a type of "sourgrapss"
psychology. When people have wery little and are constantly
forced to face the fact that most people have much more than
they, they may rationalize their situation. They may say
"I wouldn't want to be rich anyhow" or "The rich arme't
happy". This type of thinking tends to stagnate their ex-
istence; bo kill thelr ambition to rise on the social or
economic ladder.

Lastly, even when poor peoplel are given money (by the
government or anybody else) they often do not know how to
use. They waste it and soon find themselves in their
previous poverty stricken situation.

Poverty is a relative thing. I believe it stems from
an environmental condition (time)

"Essay 2

Why are there poor people in a rich sociéty like the U.S.?

I feel that I could never truly answer this question.
However, I do have some opinions on the subject, many of
which have changed since the beginning of the course. I
will attempt to enumerate them as honestly as I can.

One of the major factors resulting in the number of
poor people in our country is their simple lack of power.
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JCOHNSON, SUZANNE (con't)

They are not organized politically for they are too poor to
contribute financially to the party machine. As for the power
of the vote, the poor are often jipped here too, In many
areas, the apportionment of voters per representative leave
the poor at a decided disadvantage and certainly the politician
prefers to cater to the middle class whose votes are worth
more both financially and influence-wise.

But the poor are also lacking in economic power. The
unemployed are worrled about where thelr next meal is coming
from and not how they shculd organized to elect so-and-so
to office. Even those on the job are often not organized
into lavor unions. They are forced to labor at redicul-
ously low wages and bad contiitions because they can not exert
enought pressure on their employers. They are often unskilled
or semiskilled, too, which puts them at a decided disadvantage
in the labor market to begin with, for they do not possess
the skills that are in demand. If the poor could get economic
power I believe that politiczl power would te the direct
resuilt.

The poor are handicapped form the start because of their
educabional déficiency. They have never beern taught skills
that would give them a decent position in the working class
society. Neither are they aware of the opportunities that do
exist to help them. They might be paying a pretty high price
for food in one area when only three blocks away goods are
much cheaper. Becasue thej are constantly being forced to
worry about where their next meal is coming from, one carnnot
expect them to realize that by banding together, by unicisg
they would have power and strengtn. These people need to
be educated; to be taught practical things that could help
them out of thelr misery.

Qur welfare system, too, is as Harrington put it
"upside-down". It affects some of the poor, but, for the most
part, it does little to help those who are most in need of
it -~ the starving; the truly impoverished.

Psychological factors play a part too. Many have a
defeatist attitude. They lack the hope needed for them to
be even happy in a spkritual way. A lack »f hope, to me,ls
the worst poverty of all.

25% of poor families are matrisrchial. Such a situation
leads to crime among young males because of thelir psycho-
logical need to prove thelr masculinity. They are forced into
gang violence patner than constructive action.

The poor, too, are the objects of discrimination. The
Negro college graduate, according to Rich Man, Poor Man,often
gets as much money as an 8th grade educated white man.

the poor, say the middl. and upper classes, are poor
because they are "lazy " or because they "deserve it". For
that matter, many of the upper-classes pecple do not even
know poverty exists. WUWh&ll they become aware of that fact,
until they realize that they must help the poor to help them-
selves, until they are willing to give a little of theilr time
and power and money, until they truly eare about the poor, the
poor will remain just as they are - starving, poorly clothed,
1ll-housed, sickly, and unemployed.
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LAYTON, PAULIN-

g’ ESSAY #1

Thus far in the human experience, people in democra.ic society have
divided naturally into three groups: the rich, the poor, and the people
in the middle econcmic bracket. The middle group has occassionally shrunk-
en, but the poor people nave always been present in every such society.

This may be a nationsl evil of the system. Or again, poverty may
be avoidable. In the United States today, the most notable characteris-
tic of the poor is a feeling that they are doomed to failure and frus-
tration. They do not care to work hard to climb out of their poverty.
The ones with drive are asble to surmount the difficulties of being born
in low surroundings; it is only the spiritless who are left.

Society nowadays seems everato have set itself to encourage the
poor and jobless .to remain so. Workmen's compensation is higher then
the wirumum wage; is it any wonder these people prefer to stay on relief?
Besides the mother who is separated from her husband gets money teo

. - bring up the cuildren fatherless, a condition that leads the ek !ldren
y even more to lawlessness and disrespect for hard work. The pocr, in
their own ways, are opportunists. The young men would rather work in
a garage and get more pay now than Join the Job Corps with a prmise of
higher pay later. They do not plan ahead but only care for the pleasures
of the moment, All through the South can be seen wooden shacis with
shining celevisjon aerials. Perhaps they have a lack of faith in tomor-
rovw.
Certainly those who work hard@ to become rich have faith that they
o will be around to spend their money; otherwise they wouldn't work so
" hard. In the past; the poor have had good reason to have no faith.

x In Europe wars regularly ravaged wealth for over a thousand years. But
. in this country, now, is the atomic bomb such a threat? Besides, this
0 country has not been overrun. Perhaps this lack of faith is a hang-

over from Burope, passes on from generation to generation in the family
culture causing poverty even now.

ESSAY # 2

The problem of causes of pgverty in the U. S. is much harder than
I thought it was when I started this course. I still think that a
defeatist attitude brought over by peasants from Europe and trans-
mitted to peonle who became poor while here is one of the causes of
poverty. Because, due to wars, unscrupulous nobvles, or depressions,
there was little point in pPlanning far ahead or saving money for most
of the peasants in Europe, they squandered what money they had on things
that would give them immediate pleasure. Today in this country, although
planning ahead and saving money are possible and profitable, there are
‘ powerful commercial interests ordering people through the mass media to
: indnlge themselves to buy all the wonderful things that are on the market.
Well, a person who comes from a poor howme in a poor neighborhcod
with an inferior educational system who is bombarded by demands to
splurge his money on material goods and not encouraged to want to be more
educated is not going to make a big squawk and try to get local educa-
/’ tional facilities improved so his children will get on better. I think
; i if you look at the beginnings of the movements for bussing children and
) S0 on you'll find they were started by higher class people, although
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LAYTON, PAULINE - cont'd.

once the poor have heard the whole spiel they can parzot it. Uneduceied
people have, and I can say this from my own experience ; Tar less resis-
tance to sales talk and advertising propaganda. .

Thus poverty Leccmes a viclous eycle, with susceptability tec pro-
raganda and poor educstion leading to susceptability and poor education.
The rest of the nation, unaware of this cycle, think of the poor as con-
Tirmed in their poverty - they don't want to get out because they're
too lazy, therefore they don't deserve to get out.

However, th:e people who are better off are risking a dowvmwards
spiral. They, ©26, a susceptable to advertising and way ir a genera-
tion or two, join the poor of the nation. This is especially so because
automation will cut down on the number of jobs. For further thoughts
along this line, see my term paper.
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LIPORTO, ANNA
ESSAY # 1

Although the United States is an affluent society with many oppor-
tunities and benefits for it's citizens, it is not Utopia and problems
such as poverty exist. Since we are not living in a completely socialis-
tic country vhere everyone is completely equal in possessiong; there ore
various income levels. Fortunately, in the U. S. it 1s easier to climb
to another class than it is in India. Theoretically, in the U. S. ve
are all equal, equal that is as far as right and opportunities go. But
ve are not all equal. Ve are all unique, individuals born with different
capabilities, in different environments, who develop differ®nt interests,
various strengths and weaknesses, and have a wide variety of aims and
attitudes. Education is supposed to be the instrument of success. Iu
some areas of the U. S. facilities are entirely inadequate, even to the
point of being non-existent. And if they do exist, how can afarmer who
is barely getting by, afford to have his children go to school, leaving
him to work the farm alone. If he has not had much formal education
himself, he probably does not believe in the necessity of it, thinking
it is a waste of time. A destitube person cannot wait for dreams to
come true in ten years, he wants to see immediate change. How can a
child 1living on such a farm ever rise from his poverty? It is only
natural that he adopts his parents' viewpoints. Of course, some decide
that they are going to work and get away. Some do, and go far in the
world. But wmany either do not have the ambition, or are unable because
they are somehow trapped by circumstances. The U. S. is not the only
rich country with poor people. Every country has to deal with the
economic, environmental, and other aspects of poverty.

ESSAY # 2

Few people really care whether or not there are poor people in the
United States. In this abundant land we sit at home with our middle class
values wrapped up. iu status and materialistic things. We never think
of the poor; we have protected ourselves so well. We don't want to
think about them because they would challenge our great American myths.
If we thought sbout them we would have to act, and that would disturbp
our complacency. We rationalize ourselves into thinking the poor are
lazy, or stupid. We say in this great country everyone gets what he
deserves. We say they don't work. The worst joke is that the poor
are happy. How can you be happy when there's a gnawing ache in your
stomach? When you know your kids 'are going to live the way you have?
When there's no hope of getting out of the ratten mess your in because
nobody cares. The kids heve say "Sure we're going to help the poor",
but after a week of being back home this whole course will be a bad
dream. I'm afraid. I've always wanted to be a social worker and I
spent a veekend with one of the girls here. I'm afraid that I'm
going to want anG like material things and forget or become highly
dissatisfied if I went into this career.

How could the poor be happy and want to remain poor in a society
of such wealth, that puts such a great emphasis on money and materiel
things? They are in a vicious circle and only a tiny fraction of them
will ever get out. We never will give them a chenge, and if we do, we
will forcethem to accept our values. Education is aimost impossible
for them. They are discriminated against. They cannot get jobs
bacause of both these factors. They have no political power because
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LIPORTO, ANNA - cont'd..

1

did , the problem of poverty would have greatly be reduced, even elimi-
nated. There are poor people because we don't give them a chance. We
don't give them the opportunity to prove themselves. We beat them
down. And if by some miracle they raise themselves up out of the muck,
ve don't accept them. We snub:them. There are so many factors econo-
mical, politicel, sociological, and psychological. No one answer can :
be given to this question. We saw why they were hopeless, how they - :
vere affected by their environment, the absence nf power and money.

We saw our responsibility to them and how we must share tlie blame.
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LOACH, MARY

_Essay 1
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the USA?

In my mind poor people are the result of numerous and
varying causes. People, such as the Negro or members of any

? b E . £ lnd
minority group, live in poor conditions becuase of their

ancestry. Grandparents and great grandparents were poor and
poverty seems to pass from generation to generation. Somehow
I cornect it with a deep well into which ane seems to fall,
slipping continuously but sort of unconscious concerning ,
hls own misfortune. Or, as a Catholic¢, it appears to me ‘
as a physical iliness much as the spiritual disease - sin. A
person can feel himself failing but when he reaches a certain
lowgd/ upot, the end seems inevitable. But the NEgro nust face
prejudice, a lack of education, and this type of poverty is
inescapable. Yet white or blac, poverty seems to grasp people
so tightly that a general attitude of acceptance become
prevalent. I think mental 1lliness, meaning apathy and dis-
couragement keep Americans poor. But, if morale is high, it
can be overcome. AS agn example I use the Irish immigrants.
Upon arrival in New England, they found themselves ignorant
and unwanted. They employed strong bodies and attempted to
Americanize themselves. To me it seems that poverty strieken
areas are often the homes of vnamericanized immigrants who
thrive on the way of 1life in the old ocuntry. They gathered
at first for general security, most likely to experience the
soclal acceptance of beln, with persons like themse.ves. This
sevye The first generation well but as they children aged, the
recognized the contrast between themselves and those around
them. They completely ignored the customs of their efhnic
communities. The third generatlion respected the old but enjoyed
the new. But the persons who remained foreign kept the same
customs, jobs which eventually were blotted out, and found them- o
selves unable to cope with the modern world. As a result these
persons llve in the Negro ghettos, in set off parts of the city ,
and as poor people. )
Economics is a subjieet of which I understmmddlittle so "
I must plead ignorance to the economical causes. v
As-I me#gntioned before I recognize both from personal e
experierice and from reading, the "sick" attitude cf the poor.
They feel that 1ife has cheated them and that the world offers
no chance for freedom. They exist but are unable to enjoy
life for life means problems. Life becomes an endurance test.
Tehy picture authority as "a drag". Officers means party-
poopers or kill-joys. They see American society as a luxorious
select group which has no worries and cares little for its
poor. There is a lack of communication between the sections
of our society. The materialism ... (time)
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LOACH, MARY  (con't)

Essay 2

Why are there poor people in a rich society like America?

I. Socidlogical Reasons:

The poor are not viewed as individuals. IN our American
soclety, the &lass system divides people as to wealth., With
this wealth comes power. The poor, having neither of these,
fall into ClassV.

As the same time, the middle class represents the largest
percent of Americans. The lower classes are unable tc assimi-
late themselves into this class. They possess different
values, goals, and norms. The complaisant middle class choses
to ignore these pecple. Thus American poor people become in-
visible. By slums and ghettos, they are hidden.

II. Economic Reasons: |

The poor are economically poor. They live without the
luxurles and conveniences of the American way. Since they lack
adequate education, they are unable to attain high-paying Jjobs.

A lack of skill and often intelligence, make it necessary that
these people take on the lower tasks of society. Most of them
receive under $3,000 a year. Because of their low incomes, the
poor do not have power. THis power 1s a necessity if they are
to raise themselves.

ITI. Psychological Reasons:

Most of the poor are poor because their parents were poor
before them. They are born into the "Invisible America'. They
are seen by the upper classes as "people who deserve what they
get. These "average" Americans claim to have no prejudices
yet through their attitudes they keep the poor down. With en-
courazement, the poor cannot fight. Aczcording to the American
ideal, the rich are willing to assist those less fortunate. Thus
the rich give donations - but only to satisfy their own consciencye.
They contribute money but no real assistan ce. Even the monetary
gifts are made without sacrffice for they are willing to give
as long as 1t doesn't cost themselves. ON the other hand, the
people of Class V are kept down by thelr own attitude. They
view themselves as people destined to poverty. Hopelessness
pervades hheir lives.

V. Political Reasons

In theory, each American 1s "created equal", born with
"inalienable rights". The poor are excluded from this in
practice. Laws favor big husiness. Because the poor have
no wealth, they are politlically invisible. Politiclans cannot
afford to devote their time and energy to the poor. .

People are poor because they "have no money. They
have lnadequate educatlion. Many have low IA's and thosewho
are born with higher intelligence never have the opportunity
to reach thelr potential.

The poor are caught in a vicious circle. Working all
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day prevents their occupation with freedom.

In the past few years, certain portians of the poor
have revolted. They have protested the type of work they do.
Yet without these people to do this work, what would society
do? Should we raise the dignipy and wages of such workers
or should we invent thomsands of machines to take ower this
work? Besides, without these jobs, now would we occupy these
people/ Should we retmain them or provide governmebh allowances?
Even though these protesting groups have been led by capable
leaders, it 1is impossible 46 organize them because of various
reasons. For example, the migrant workers: since they travel
throughout the country, an organization cannot become an
important part of their lives. Besides, to keep such a movement
alive, financial resources must be considered. A man who is
struggling to keep hils family fed and ciothed can hardly be
expected to hand over dues to an organization which seems to
do nothing for him. The poor are impatient: they want
immediate action and success. i

Lack of ecducatlion 1s a maln cause pf poverty. Becuase
of automation, many of the poor have lost thelr Jjobs. Since they
have no skills, many of them remain unempioyed or seek obher
available work.

Because of urban renewal, the poor have lost thelr
homes, also. Before the poor can be raised, it is necessary
that the American people first recognize the problem and then
become determined to solve it.




MCPARTLIN, JOAN

Essay #1

The first band of pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock in
1620. These English settlers were the first to settle in the
U.S. disregarding the Indians who already inhabited the land.
These hard working people worked to make a new home for them-
selves, and eventually they gave birth to a grea® nation.

More English settlers landed and the population began

to climb. These people were all proud of what they 1iad done with

this unknown territory. Eventually, immigrants from other
countries came to the land where the "streets were paved with
gold." The all settled in one section, and formed their
ghettos. This was only natural because they all shared the same
interests, customs, history and ideas of making a better life
Tor themselves.

A language barrier existed so this prevented any for-
elgner from gettingas good a job as he wished. And si it
happened that these people were forced to take low payling Jobs
or starve. The result was slum areas where the chance for
improvement was slight.

The high-brow English, who were the first settlers and
who were firmly established, did not appreciate what was
happening. They held hhe upper hand and did not attempt to
improve the situation for the immigrants. Rather, they got
richer from having these peojple work in their factories with
the poor cltizens only got poorer.

The same situation exists today. The circumstances may
vary a little but the general idea is there. Such a situation
is still evident today in Zoston, for example. 1The long line
of "proper Bostonians" keeps getting longer. ___ A reason for
this and why the rich don't help the less fortunate may be
because all people tend to be egocentric. (time)

Essay #2

Why are there poor people in a rich society 1like the U.S.?

During the past six weeks I have learned that a question
such as this cannot be answered without a thopough knowledge of
all the disciplines concerned with it. I feel that this course
has glvan me many important insights so that I might attempt to
- begin to ar twer this quesbion.

The most important reason thepoor still exist 1s the
fact that most people just don't see them ard don't want to
concern themselves with probiems other than their own.

The poor are usually found in scme section of every
city. But the fact that they live together does not mean they ¥
are unified. Orz of their major problems is the fact that they
Go not organlze. They have no voice in the government. At
election time politicians will make campaign platforms which
promise to alleviate thelr situation but after the election
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theipoor are forgotben and realize they have bean exploited once
again.

This is Jjust one instance where their hope has been
shattered. They have no representation in the government there-
fore there is never any legislation passed in their behald,
but other Americans expect the 50 millioin who are poverty stricken
to be proud of the land of the free .and the brave.

Since the poor constitute the lower class in this
society's strata, there is only ~~e direction in which they can
g0 - up. But if one looks at : group exists directly above
them, it is not hard to understand why they stay down. The
other class is the lower-middle. The people in this group are
striving to attain middle-class acceptance. Therefore they
Suppress the lower-class by any availbh&e means. If the poor
tecome equal with them then they feel all hope is lost.

T shall name a few groups and try to state briefly
thelir situation: the farmers, the small urban farmers, consti-
tute only a small percentage ol the population. 1Their farms
are their whole lives. They ahve been brought up on them and
know no other 1life. Therefore, they cannot be expected to
change. The larger farmers have taken over all the business
and have all modern machines at their disposal - and the smaller
farmers cannot even begin to compete with this.

Another gvaup are the matriachal families. The father
has probably left because of the hopelessness of his family's
situation he cannot cope with. The mother is left behind
usually with at least three children and the responsibility
of running a home. 1The 4ituation only goes from bad to worse.
The mother no matter how good she is =- is not lokely to be
able to carry this burden alone. This is reflected and her
children usually turn out delingugent.

The alcoholics compose a pathetic group. Most alco-
holics drink till they are "flat broke." Some may come from
good families with a substantial income and others may come from
the slums. THere is little class distinction among these
people. They have little hope and very little ambition to
improwe their situation. They have probably 1€ft their families
and are just trying to drink their problems away.

Mizrant workers live in a vicious circ.e They follww
the crops across the country and hope that the owner needs workers
to harvest hils crop. Their 1living facilitles are disgusting.
Because they travel so much thelr children receive very little
formal education, and the only life the children know is that
of their parents. Each generation has a more difficult time
trying to escape the hammer lock of the migrant workers life.

The saddest situation 1s that of the Negroes. They are
found in every slum of almost every city. Because of the color
of their dkin, they face a high wall which they scale with their
bruised knees -~ they are almost to the top where they see the
light, but they fall back down. Only a very few make dt to
the top.

These are only a very few problems facing the poverty-
stricken. A very basic step which must be taken is to awake '
people to the plight of the poor. People have to care about other ;
people, and until that time the situation will remain serious.
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MILLER, WILLARD

Essay #1

Why are there poor people 1n a rich society like the USA?

THis question, of course, has been asked many times,
usually as a means of finding a solution to poverty. Many
truthiul expianatsons to this question can be made; but a.single
answer which is correct in the minds of many person s might
be imppssible to find. :

In the animal kingdom individuals can be considered
poor in comparison to othrs of their species, when they are
physicaly weaker, or when they happen to live in areas where living
1s especially difficult. This reason for poverty can be
recognized in humang beings also. Because inteiligence in
human beings today 1s the more: imortant than physical strength
and endura nce, in determining wealth or poverty, differances
in intelligence of individual human beings might be part of
the answer to the question. Also¥, as in the animal kindgom,
"regional poverty" can be sighted as another reason for poverty
in our rich country. THat is, regional groups which find 1iving
and acquiring wealth especilally difficult becuase of a lack
of industry or a voor agricultural production in their area.

Another answer to the question of why there is poverty
in our rich nation could be that the rich are not content with
their wealth and seek to acquire more. THe rich are alsoc often
afrald of sharing their good fortune and feel a need to hold
on tightly to their riches. An example of this idea is the
attitude of the wealthy Californian in John Steinbeck's
Grapes ofWrath. Those people, wealthg in comparison to the
indigent migrants, were afraid to share any of their wealtn.

These are only two of the many small answers which
can be sighted as reasons for poverty. (time)

_Essay #2

The "question" of this course has been: "Why are there
poor people in a rich soclety like the United States?" But
I think that to be more in line with what we've been studying
this course question could be changed to "what's wrong with
AMerica?" We know that there has been poverty through history -
a more absolute and extensive poverty than is found in the
USA today. The kind of poverty that éxists in America today is
mostey a relative type of poverty. This powerty is a tragedy,
however, because in our rich and technological society there is
no reason or justification for the exlstenceggaf a poor minority.
From this point in discussion of the matter I might move to the
conclusion that poverty is definitely evil and we must immed-
iately find a plan to solve all of this evil in our soclety.
One of the things that has been emphasized in this course, how-
ever, 1s that we are not looking for solutions or quick ways
out of the problem but that we meed to learn more aboutthe
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the protlem ond to study all aspects of it. This has bean
most frustraving to the students because mose of us have iearned

that wheneve» we come into contact with any kind of problem we
judge the severenes. of it and then look quickiy for solution.

In this course we have learned that the problem of
poverty is an extremely complx one which involves many aspects
of study. Miny of us chose an aspect om discipline of study
(eg. psychology, pol. scil, ete) quite early in the course from
which we viewed the problems brought before us - thus reducing
the complexity of the problem to the interests of one parti-
cular field of study. In our reading we tended to center only
on those aspects of the problem which interested us individually -
I think this is true of most of the students. THus most of us
in this course found ways to escape the complexity of the problem.
To really answer the question well, the viewpolnts of the
several disciplines must each be expressed and this can be done
by few people. If I attempt to answer the problem I will pro-
duce an answer lacking the view of other field s of study.

I have said that this course might be called "What's
wrong with America?" In answer the question "Why are there
poor people in a rich soclety like the USA?" we must look for
reasons - causes of the problem and not solutions. A basic
of eur learnings in this course has been that our economic system
plays an extremely important role informing AMerican life and
social problems like poverty (this implys that something is
wrong with our system if it procuded tragedys like AEmrican
pvoerty). As Mr. Maccoby has said - "Character is a response to
the economyef reality"! - In the USA the goals, attitudes,
aspirations, conscience - the character of the individual is
strongly tied to the reality of our economic system - capitalism.
We have learned that under capitalism selfishness if a vietue
(D. Dowd). - THis is significant when we find that the poor
are often invisikle to the relatively well-off individuals of
America. THe micile and upper classes don't give a damn about
the poor - or else they can not¢ recognize the poor, because under
capitalism they must maintain attitudes of delfishness - striving
for person econcmic success and trying to get ahead. 1I"m not
sure if this is a bsic cause of poverty or if 1t is only one
way in which the problem has been permitted to exist - certainnly
the consequences of the upper classes "not giving a damn" can
promote the increase of poverty and contribute to keeping the
poor people and keeping the black back.

This brings tc mind another aspect of poverty which
has been an important part of this course - civil rights.

Perhaps this has been stresses because there are Negreos and
whites in this course together and they are interested in re-
solving conflicts and trying to follow an idea. Racian pre-
judice has been one of the focal points of some ¢f our discuss-
jon sessions and many BSsessions in the boys dorm, and probably
in the girls dorm. Civil Rights lssues are important and
relevont to the problem of poverty since we have learned that
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about half of American Negroes are at a poverty level and that
about 1/4 of the poor are Negro.

It seems that every person has certain prejudices and
the degrees of prejudice vary with the individual. jJAFter being
here at Cornell for 6 wks I think that specifically racial

brejudice will never be totally abolished - unniess, of course,
all physical, economic, social; and cultural differances between
people are abolished. THis means intermirplage and complete
integration - something which will take a long time.

Many of the problems of (time)
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MOONEY , MARTHA
ESSAY # 1
Way are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S. A.?

I would like to begin by saying that, from my knowledge, the U. S.
has less poverty, in proportion to the population, than almost, auy
other nation in the world. By poverty, I mean a state in which people
can't live in reascnatle comfort, or pursue the goal of a happy, full
life. (I don't feel I know enough about poverty to do 2 good job of
defining i%.)

If our nation is less poor, or richer, than any other natiou, we
mst be doing something(s) right. We may have been already moving in
the correct direction when our Federal Constitution was drawn up. What
has held us back from our utopia has been human weaknesses such as pre-
judice, selfishness, pride, and thoughtlessness. Added to these faults
are the problems of ignorance, poor immigrants (whom I welcome) and un-
avoidable, undesirable factors. -

From personal experience and reading, I would guess that man
problems, perhaps most, originate in the home, the most important basic
group. Characters are formed. The chances for a happy life are greater
for the child who is brought up in a balsnced and normal family life.
If wore families existed in which interest in the welfare of others
was strong, I am sure that our country would have less poverty. We
wouldn't have greedy slumlords, or mistreated minority groups. An

emphasis on otherness should be made in our society. I think it can
be done.

ESSAY # 2
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?

There are, in my opinion, two kinds of causes for poverty - imme-
diate and long range or underlying causes. By immediate (or perhaps
the word superficial cause would be better) I am refering to things
such as sicness, mental illness, physical handicaps and retardation.
But after reading the assignments and listening to and discussing with
our professors, I think I believe that, however simple the statement
may be, there is poverty ir the United States or anywhere else because
of human Paults. An an idealist, I strongly feel that man does not
have to consciously lock out for himself at the expemse of others. OfF
course, there are confiicting views on an issue, and each side may be
sincere, but is it necessary for people to starve the wealk? II there
are some who are unw’lling to help themselves because of rure laziness,
what kind of prooblem is this? It all goes back to the same thing -
human weaknesses or moral prcblems. What kind of people are slumlords?
Why does a bill have to take such an impossibly long tive tc go tarough
Congress when 1t is so0 crucial as something like Civil Rigits?

If people really believed that there was something wrong, they
would do sometiing. If we Lids were fully aware of the truth, we'd
d>vote our lives to spreading it. The only thing is, how many of us

wiil? Last night Jerry Surette summed it up by saying that this iz a
course in religion. ~




PETTOLA, GAY

ESSAY # 1

The "poverty pockets" woven deeply in cities, towns, and
regions of the United States have been caused by many condifions,
difficult to explain and broad in scope. I know very iittle
about the reasons for this problem, only collecting little D.Ets
and pieces of information from varied and often unreliable
sources. Lack of education seems to be one characteristic of
America's poor. Those who have managed to obtain an education
are often stopped by unfair labor practices, discrimlnating
laws, and prejudice. Desire for success fades as people become
more and more suppressed in thelr attempts io overcome these
problems. Eliminating unfair practices and providing adequate
education could improve the living standards of the poor, but
people are people and such a simple answer could not remove
all the disadvartages that keep the poor, poor. There must
be hundreds of ideas I've never heard of, many reasons I've
never encountered that car explain the existence of poor in
America. I hope I am able to broaden my knowledge of these
conditions this summer so when I become a working member of
soclety I can understand the problems in it.

I can't write about something I don't understand, as you
can see,

ESSAY # 2

Why .are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?

The reasons for poverty in a country that should have 1o
poverty are numerous and complex. Because poverty is a pr blem
of the social scilences and not one specific area, it must be
examined using several disciplines. Reasons for poverty, how-
eéver, cannot be listed under political scilence, ecomomics, socio-
logy, or psychology; each discipline must be used to explain
the others, connecting and joining the 1deas until 2 broad
understanding 1s reached.

Wny 1s there poverty in the United States? Men do not
care about their brothers; our economic system fosters selfish-
ness and ignores man's duty tc man. The impoverished cannot
help themselves; they have no power to change the clrcumstances
thal: keeps them poor. They lack education, employment, decent
living conditions, a stable family structure. These are the
conditions of poverty, but the reasons behind them are not qua-
1ities that the poor lack, but qualities that the rest of soclety
lacks.

Man's inhumanifty to man keeps some people poor, makes
some people desolate, oppressed, overwhelmed by the society
they live in.

Why are there poor people in a rich soclety like the United
States? Because few people care enocugh and most care not at
all about the slime that covers our cities, rural areas, every-
where. The poor do not keep themselves poor, thelr rilcher,
happier, whiter brothers keep them poor.




Why are there poor people in a rich society iike the U. S. A.?

2 2 ]2 T 11
In a rish sceiety like the U. S. A, wealth iz enjoyed by a small

percentage. Poor people exist in every state and tend to have little
or no education or job training or experience. BEducation or the lack
=0f it determines in part your success in today's world.

Wealth is centralized in the hands of a few and many people do
not have the opportunity to earn even a living wage. Prejudice and
discrimination also help noverty to spread for they make people unable
te live with themselves and therefore function as a member of a society

I really haven't thought or learned about this problem tut I am

1. ~king forward to discussing, reading and learning about this problem
during our social science course.

ESSAY.# 2

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?

Today, there are many poor people in the United States who live in
slutis, in migrant labor camps and depressed towns in Appalachia. Though
our economy is affluent, people still are starving and homeless, lack-
ing education and good paying jobs.

These poor people are unorganized and their respective groups are
without good leadership. The poor have novoice in the government "
for they are not represented by any particular Senator or Congressman,
They have nc lobbyists in Congress and therefore lack an effective
means of meking their needs known.

Automation in factories have deprived many of their former jobs
and now widespread unemployment exists among the poor. Their work is
taken over by machines and they no longer feel like productive members
of our society.

Lack of education is perhaps the most important factor in deter-
mining why there aee poor people in a rich society. Many of the impo-
verished are illiterate, some have finished grade school, and very few
have completedtheir high school training. Since they lack education,
they are unable to qualify for certain jobs and therefore are employed
in the low paying jJobs as factory workers, street cleaners and garbage
collectors. Many will never have the opportunity of learning to resd
and write and f:;heir children will not fare much better.

The poor are unable to rise above their present station. In many
cases, they cannot escape from the ghetto and it's influence. Every
attempt the poor make to better their conditions, they are supressed
by the upper and middle classes.

In many large cities, urban renewal is tearing down low rent slums,
leaving the people penniless and homeless.

Because of their conditlons, the attitudes of the poor differ great-
ly from ours as middle class Americans. They are depressed, downhearted
and without any hope for the future. They only think of food and clothing
for themselves and their families. They are the victims of wur rich
soclety.

As more fortunate Americans, we are obligated to help our fellow
humans to rise above their present conditions. We mmust truly try to
carry out the concept of America - the land of ppportunity.
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RICKS, JOYCE
ESSAY # 1
Wny are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S. A.?

A cycle exists among the poor that effects every generation. The
cycle begins and continues due to the lack of organization and the dew -
lopment of negative ideas toward their situation.

The poor have always disagreed on what would be the best factor
needed to erase the conditions they suffer. Those who believe that money
will solve the problem discover that the money one does have is of lit-
tle value if it is mismanaged. Education is needed, but what good is
education if it is not used through the channels it was intended to be
used?

Poor people in general have one belief in common, and this is a
feeling of suppression from the middle and high classes. If a rich

man can promote programs to his advantage and the poor cannot, why
bother to correct this condition?

ESSAY # 2

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?

Qur society is one which is composed of classes, the upper, middle,
and lover. In order that this class structure remain, there must al-
vays be poor people, rich people and middle-income pecple.

The members of the upper and middle classes realize this and in their
efforts to retain the status they have acquired, I believe they do their
best to keep the poor poor.

Congress, vhich is made up usuvally of the middle and upper classes
seldom pass bills that benefit the poar, yet appropriations for building
are never slighted.

The general attitude of the upper and middle classes toward the
poor reflects other means of keeping the poor poor. (1) The upper
and middle classes, usually refuse to associate with the lower classes.
They instill in their children the same feelings of superiority. Their
children continue in the footsteps of their parents. - (2) The upper
classes usually hold the idea that the poor are shiftless and lazy.

They therefore oppose almost any govermental programs that might help
the poor. (3) One thing I have discovered in this program is that one
of the reasons the upper and middle classes feel the way they do about
the poor, is the fact that most of them do not know the actual plight
of poor people. I discovered this after noticing the actions of some
of the students in this class after they saw the movie "A Harvest of
Shame"; and vhen I read of the reactions of.the people toward Michael
Harrington's book The Other America.. Therefore it might prove bene-
ficial to give the middle and upper class .people training programs in
the distribution of wealth and the plight of the poor in ihe United

States. They seem to Ye fully aware that poorexist in Asia and South
America.
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ROWAN, JAMES

0: ESSAY # 1

To begin to answer this question it is important to look to scme
degree at the history of wman in general along with the American heri- !
tage. In every society, there are certain individuals who seem to be :
the "have-nots", who cannot support themselves ty working. Society

I
has had wany scluticus; scwe have condemned them; some have ignored

then, and some find it morally necessary to supnort these people. In ‘
the United States, the latter has been, in general, the solution in

the last twenty-five or thirty years. Beginning with the Depression

legislation of F. D. R. and continuing with L. B. J., the country . -

is heading for, in many ways, the "welfare state." e

This is paralled by another trend in this country: more and more S

labor and lower class type jobs are being taken over by machines. This
increased machinization has called for increased skills to get a job.
Hence, the people who genuinely camnot achieve more than they have been,

are left behind. The blackstith, the elevator operator, and the fire-

. man on a train, of 1940, are now the unemployed, or rather unemploy- '

sbies of 1966, It is true that some may be able to retrain themselves, %f

but in general they have had jobs in which they worked reasonably close | .7

to there capacity. So here we have a paradox in American society: 1if &

this country hadn't movedahead so far and so fast technologically then e

the welfare program would have been mecuh more effective, because tie |7
numbers of impoverished people would rewain proportionally the sams. J

But because of the teclmoleogical revolution, the welfare program f

has not beenaable to keep up with the poor people who recently wvere

out of Jobs, as a result of mechanization. So now we have another S

‘ problem: can man increase his own capacity? As the demands on him ,

increase more and more, and more labor-type jobs are eaten up; where >

will the people who are left behind find means to support themselves. f",:.

The government conld probably keep up, but the effect of not being ’

forced to work for a living would ke detrimental, certainly, to their C

characters. This 21l is a fraction, but an important one, of the ans-

ver to the quesilon; why are there poor people in a rich society like L
the Uo So? kS

ESSAY # 2 i

It is of course, presumptuous to claim any kind of answer in such
a short paper, I have learned in six weeks that the question is fan- ‘
tastically complicated and that one would have to sacrifice his intel-
lectual integrity to write down an answer whean he knows it would take
a lifetime of study to comprehend the problem.
Poverty is a result of social, economic, psychoclogical, and poli-
tical reasons, each of which have their own subtopics, which in turn
break down into more and mcre elements. It may even run into fields

which we have not studied here. What I do know is that something must
be done.




SEEGAL, FREDRRIC

kLssay #1

Given that politics is supposed to deal with the
possible, the most significant factor that explains the ex-
istence of poor people 1n the US 1s the fallure of the govern-
ment to act in an attempt to alleviate the burdens of the poor.

As Galbraith has pointe? out in the Affluent Socgéty
the traditional economics of despair and want no longer are
relevant. It 1s his contention that poverty should not exist
in the strength that it does. I bellieve that neither the
government nor the wealthy have fully accepted this concept.

The main question today in relationship to the exlstence

of poverty in the U.S. is not whether we can solve our problens,
but whether or not the country and the government really wants

to do something about it. THe eradication of poverty is a goal
that has received too much lip service and has yet to be firmlv
placed in the naticnal consensus.

Perhaps the above response has begged the questlon.
However I feel thetthe econcmic and social causes for poverty,
or rather the existence of 1t, are overshadowed by the continuirg
favor to do anything about 1t. Each pocket of poverty has its
own causes. The poor whites in the south can blame the fallure
of the industrial revolution to c¢xtend to thelr area. The negro
can blame a century or more of social and economic isolation
from the community. Almsst all cases of poverty can be ratlon-
alized and accounted for on a superficial level. To borrow
a term from economics, our national perspective on poverty has
been localized in terms of micro-economics and has not been
broadly viewed along the basis of macro-economics. While we
tend to take an internationalist view on world affairs, we take
a very lsolationiést persppctive on poverty at home. It 1is fooliusn
to blame capitalism for our problems becuase the basic problem
i1s our national consclence. Biven the resources of our mational
community and the pcwer of the government to act, if not
effectively, but at least with force, if thec fact that poor
people in the U.S. really was a cause for concern, some sig-
nificant and meaningful actions would have already taken place.
Men like Shkeobald seem to have taken a proper step and railsed
the proper tone of voice but no one seems to listen. EKven when
Milton Friedman advocates some form of a guaranteed income as
a proper first step, the country and the government just
turn their collective heads the other way. (time)'

Essay #2

After spending six weeks of barely scratching the
surface of our question, I realize that I would be violating
whatever intellcctual inteprity I have if I tried to answer
the question. If I were to answer the gquestdon, all I could
do is repeat isolated bits of evidence and reasoning presented
in the course and reach a series of unrelated conclusions. The
question 1is too complex to be answered in this space and tire.
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SESSIONS, CLIFFORD
ESSAY # 1

Why are there poor people in a rich soclety like the U.S.A.?

It is a hard, cold faect, that there are poor peopie in
the United States. %Why 1s this so in our so-called affluent
society? I thinz that our high living standard and high
relative wealth (when compared with the rest of the world) 1is
an average, and like all averages, 1t evens out the vast dif-
ference between the two extremes. These extremes in American
soclety, are the rich and the poor.

The actual reasons that these extremes exist are many
and varied. One reason isthe natural difference between each
individual person's mental and physical makeup. Som2 people
are fighters and can make their own success. . Witness the
Carnegies and Rockefellers. On the other hand, the other
extreme 1s the weak, inactive individual.

ESSAY # 2

Why is there poverty in a rich society like the United States?

There now seem to me o be several important reasons why
there 1s poverty in our society. The most important one, I
feel, i1s the apathy of those who have, coupled with the hope-'
lessness and despair of the have-nots. The so-called "invisi-
bility" of the poor is a facet of the apathy of the upper
classes. These people, the ones who now have the power to help
the poor, are not concerned enough to initlate a program com-
prehensive enough to rid the soclety of the complicated 1lls or
poverty. On the other hand, the poor themselves are not poli-
tically or economically powerful enough to 1lift themselves up
ana out of poverty.

The poor have many strikes against them which make it
extremely difficult to improve their status even when the
educational, economic, political <{voting), social or psycho-
logical advantages which each are given them. Flrst of all,
the poor come from a history of poor. Thelir lives have been
long years of being hungry, living in hovels, doing lousy
work for low pay, having babies, belng expdoited. All this
will crush the spirit of 2 poor man when he looks ahead of
hemself and sees years more of this in his life, and countless
years more in the lives of his children and their childrern.

But despite all that can be said in regards to t-e help-
lessness of the poor, I feel that any solution must .x2 1into
account upper class "don't-know-and-don't-give-az-damn-ism",
for with the upper classes lles the power and the hore that is
needed to purge poverty. '




SBEFF, RONALD

Essay #1
In order to see why there are poor people in our society,
it is first necessary to see why the majority of the scciety is

not poor.

The basis of the United States' wealth lies in the
rapid industrialization that took place in the four decades
following the Civil War and the development of this process
through the twentieth century. The appearance of the huge
railroad, oil, and stéel irdustries certainly did not alleviate
poverty except in a very few instances, but it dig provide the
capital that could make alleviation possible. The essential
problem was the distribution of the wealth, which was in the
nineteenth century concentrated in the hands of relatively
few people.

The twentieth century saw attemnts on the part of thkh
federal government to redistribute the nation's wealth, Ex-
amples include the graduated income tax, minimum wage legis-
lation, and social security benefits. In this way, . the govern-
ment sought to extend the nation's wealth to all its citizens.

However, inevitably some people were passed by in this
redistribution and ramin today as the poor. They had the
misfortune to beccme engaged in an industry which became
obsolete, or they were never trained in any industrial skills
at all. Since the poor are cngaged 1n a constant struggle to
stay fed and clothed, they and their children have no opportunity
fo get the training necessary to benefit from the wealth of
the society they 1ive in. Trapped in this visious circle, the
PoOOr can find no way out and remain as they are, passing their
poverty on to their children. They do not participate in the
affluence society and therefore cannot derive any benefits from
that affluence.

Essay #2

The result of this course on me hss been somewhat
paradoxical. 1I've learncd very many factors relating to poverty
that I had no previous knowledge of. However, thie little bit
of knewledge I na we gotten has showed me how much I don't
know, so I feel a iittle strange trying to answer the question,

The economic factors have to do with the capitalist
ethic, which encourages competition for "the other guy" and
security through monopoly for one's self. THus those who have
nothing to start out with are fgnored by the system, which is
geared to production at the exXxpense of human values.

The poor people can't change the System because they
have no political power. THis is so in prart because they have
no economic influence in the Tirst place, so the situation
becomes a vicious circle. The poor have no lobbies in Congress
and because they have not organized they have nott been able
to vote in a bloec for Congressmen sympathetic to their pliszht.
Thus they are left out of the political structure also.
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In addition, the middle classes, who have the numbers

to help the poor, have been tacitly taught by our society to
lgnore them. We build beltways to aveid driving

G &raving through sluis;
we live in suburbts to avoid seeing them; and we keep them
ringed in ghettos through discrimination. Having no contact
with the poor, it is easy for us to believe alienated knowledge
of them, for instance that they are happy or just lazy. 1In
other words, the middle class is kept from contact with poverty
and then told that the poor like thelr condition. Under these
conditions middle class apathy. is inevitable.

Thiis result of all these conditions is an unspoken con-
spiracy to let an intolerabie situation perpetuate. Th® poor
are kept from any contact, political, economic, or social, with
the mass of the affluentg society. Nothing i1s done for them
and they can not do anything for themselves. As we have become
richer, some people have remained poor and there is a lethargy
which allows them to stay that way.

Of course this explanation has done far less than scratch
the surface of the problem. The answer lies somewhere in dozens
of comples factors which perhaps I am still not aware of. At
least I kow really know taht there are poor people, which is

L a start. I think it is important to recognize that poverty is
" not an anomaly but an entirely predictable result of a system
which encourages people to concentrate on production and accum-
ulation rather than on expanding thelr consciousness to be
moré aware of people. As long as we are econonilc men rather than
Just men in the best sense of the word, w2 will always have
poverty.

The only thing wrong with the course is having class the
day after that party.

JAruitoxt Provided
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Es:*z #1l

Although the Untéed States 1s considered by many as
a rich society, 1t is untrue to put alil Americans in this
class. For some people, circumstances which they cannot control

Thus, when 3 good Jjob opportunigy comes, the ambitious person
will raturally do his best to be hired. On the other hand,
a lazy type may prefer to do nothing but complain about his
lot in life, convince himself that he isn't good enough tp
make a good living, and just give up hopes of any wealth. Byp
taking this attitude, he is seriously damaging any chances
he may have had.

It seems that once a4 person has been leveled as poor:,
and he hassettled for 1ife in a sism area, it is most gif-
flcult for him to prise above his 1ife.

citizen is so high, the below aveérage inocome family seems
to be almest forgoéten by some.

Therefore, in Splte of government aids and poverty
programs, some people are unwilling to face the reality of
American poverty &amd to give of their own time and energy
to remedy the situation.

Essay #2

¥hy are there poor people in a rich soclety like
the United States?

A N S VA AN | Y A A | s T

Although I knew before the course began that the
porr of America were hidden, I didn't realize to what extent
this was true.

To begin with, the poor aren't recognized by the
ordinary man; clothes, cars and even homes can be effective
disguises of the real financial situation. Because they don'tg/¢
appear to be poverty stricken, no one feels a pang of con-
science about them, and nothing is done to help them.

However, in the hundreds of city slum areas are those
who can't disguise their poverty. They are pitied by outsiders,
but i1t seems that nothing is ever done to help then.

In general, the Roor have no power in the United STates.

Because of low-paying or undesgrable Jobs, they have no
chance to get political conaections; thus, they are never re-
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presented in Washington, and their dause seems to be taken for
granted as a necessary evil of society. Although some legis-
lation, such as the war on poverty, nas been passed, 1t is
difficult to see any positive results.
may be that soclety cause this. A major social
upheaval, such as the removal of poverty, must take place over

a long period of time and cannot be rushed. However, I think
the problem lies in the attitudes of the general public. Many
people seem so wrapped-up in their own personal lives, that

they have no care for others. Selfishness, and not concern for
others, seems to rule thelr lives. I believe that most people
really don't care about the poor. Maybe they don't want to
admit it, but it's true. They give excuses such as: the poor
are just lazy, stupid people who don't care enough to better
themselves.

I think poverty will continue as long as people care
only for themselves. And I also feel that people in general are
golng to co®hinue to be selfish as long as society emphaslzes
the struggle of competition and condones the method of "get
what you can, and keep it."

1. poor are hidden in our worid.

2. poor have no political power

3. selfish attitude of most people

4y, 1ife in a society that condones the method

"get what can for yourself."
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SOKOLOWSKI, DOROTHY
ESSAY # 1
Why are there poor pecple in a rich society like the United States?

Where rich people exist in a society there must be poor people
in order to preserve the balance in nature. If everyone was rich then
everyone would be poor at the same time, since there could be no scale
from which to judge. Now that this has been established one can, how-
ever, try to explain why there exists such a balance and thus why there
are noor people in a rich society.

Looking back to the days of colonial expansion the names which
associated with discoveries and inventions are names which today sug-
gest wealthy families. The explorers, in this case, were either very
wealthy or were assisted by those who possessed wealth. Those who
worked for the wealthy explorer as crewman on ships, for instance, only
received a small share of profit. This, of course, points out the dis-
tinction tetween the working class and the employing class. To get closer
to the point of the guestion, one can see the beginnings of a wealthy
class and a poorer class dependent upon the wealthy class.

Either it was fate or perhaps the character of the individual
whkich placed some people in a better position than others. Yet, wealtn
weauld not lie evenly distributed. So, since the beginning of settle-
ment in the U. S. A. and, moreover, since the beginning of time, some
p2ople have been able to make themselves financially richer than others
because of their personality, because of fate, or because they were
ir the right place at the right time. Those who remained poor because
of wisfortunes or the like would not climb to the level of the wealthy
rlass because as members of a working class they could only manage to
live on their salary.

ESSAY # 2

g ——

Why are there poor people in the U. S. A.?

Since the beginning of the course wany answers have been given
to the question of why there is poverty in the United States. All
the answers are valid and all work together to propagate poverty. The
poorest people are suppressed by the upper and middle classes. These
two classes control the society, in general, and keep the poor from
making their way up the social ladder. Our system of government keeps
the poor impoverished. The government controls income distribution by

ixing prices etc. so that only certain classes can afford material

. ings. Alsp, since in our system the employee only gets a small share
of the employer's profit, people are kept immobile as far as increasing
wages to any great degree is concerned. PrejJudice by the white people
keeps the Negro poor. Many Negroes are denied employment because of
prejudice. White people have tried to keep Negroes near the bottom cf
the social ladder by denying them also of civil liberties. All factors
have contributed to leaving-many Negroes in a state of poverty. Apathy
keeps the poor people poor. Apathy, by middle class people arnd by the
government in failing to do any comstructive work for extending educa-
tional opportunities, for example, to the poor, to a greater degree.
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Automation has created many poor peovle. People have not only been
put out of work but they have been left in work settlements where there
is no employument.

All the Pactors mentioned have in some way contributed to the
system of poverty in America. There are also many other factors too
numerous and too complex tc mention.
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Zssay #1

"Why are there poor pecple in a rich scciety like the U.5.%"

In the Bible it states that "The poor will always be
with us." When we examine this guesticn it isn't enough to
realize that there 1s a ssction of our populace that is always
poor. We must try to see why are they poor.

Looking at one major poverty pocket - the Appalacian
Region, we can see that initially there poverty tame from
technological advances. This megion 's main industry is coal
mining. in the late 16/0's many coal mines were automated to/
cut costs. Duc to this automation many people were unenmployed.
This was the start of real poverty in this area. The second
hlow came when other fuels were substituted for coal. In
many areas such items as il, gas, electricity ard atomic power
replaced coal as a souree of energy. When this took place
many more men were put out of work becasue of the decline 1n
demand for coal. Thus we can see that in this particular
jnstance technological advancements were the initial cause for
poverty.

However, this loss of jobs was only a starting point
towards chronic poverty. With the loss of jobs they also lost
political power. The lost political power becuase when they
were employed they not only had the power of thelr own vote
but they also had the powerful union lobbyists working for then.
Butwith the loss of jobs they lost their lobbyists, who could
force congressmen to take interest in their area. So the second
phase in this case is that with the loss of jobs came the loss
of political power.

The third and final stage in this area's decline to
chronic poverty was the loss of initiatiwe. Most of these
people have only an elemtntary education, which ahs equiped
them to cope with certain sitatuion. When they lost their jJobs
and then their union power they felt that thesewas nothing taht
they could do so they resigned themselves to the idea of being
unemployed. In shert they no dénger cared or had any initiative.

In summary then we can see that in this one particular
area that poverty was a three fold process. Technological
advancements caused a loss of jobs. With this loss of jobs
came political impotency. Atd finally with this loss of political
power they lost their initiative which locked them in a gungeon
of poverty. (time)

Essay #2

Why are there poor people in a rich country like the Us:S.?
q When I tried to answer this question at the beginning of

the course I thought I understood the problem of noverty in the
United States. Inthe last six weeks I have come to see that




T e
»?‘Eﬂl’
S
P T

«'7;‘
ey

. R 1 N < .

- ) N e oA gy, - v il r FEEN

i i S M A 5 8 i o i i s A ot K ad o i Wt twiaid
PRI ML

STAUFFER, MARC (con't) -

there are a multitude of aspects pertaintng to poverty. WE
have only started to explore them and there are many things we
have yet to realize. What I have realizecd is this:

There is an economic problem. Our economy encourages

selficshnacae and fhrmiaoh fhda $ha nAAam ana ~amlandad
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There i3 a psychologicalaspect: 1In this area we have
robbed the poor of dignity which tends to keep them poor.

Politically, there is the power structure. THose people
who are organized can make the government pay attention to their
own interests: the poor are unorgantzed and are therefore
neglected.

The three above examples are only tiuwcec very isolated
facotrs. This problem is extremely wide and diverse. To iist
and examine all the factors would take a lifetime and several
million of these booklets. Suffice it to say the three facbors
above are important but sc¢ are many cther aspects. So I will
conclude by saying that 99% of the time the poor are poor
through no fault of their own. The system werves to keep them
poor. I realize this only touches the surface but after all,
we students only have scratched the surface in the last six
weeks and still have a long way to go before wé will be able to
Zive an answer of more than limited depth.
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nssay 1

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U.5.?

E

What is meant by poor people in the United States? There
are many definitions. If we define the poor as the lower 107
income group, the answer to the question seems a bit simple.
People aren't all going to make the same amount of money, SO
of course there will be a lower 10%. But in cur society the
lowest inosome could be $12,000, but it isn't, it is nowhere
near that, it is mach lower.

Why then cannot everyone be wealthy as middle class.
People are different. Thelr backgrounds are different, some
are more ambitious than others, however it would be unfalr to
say thatall poverty in the United States 1s due to laziness or
lack of initiative. The old adage than any man can be president
just idn't true. A $2,000 a year Negro working in Harlem can't
make $100,000 a year simply by bard work. Background of these
people plags an important part. A man whose father earhed
$1,000 will find $2,500 to be quite a fine sum.

Onee a man become. poor, elther becuase of laziness or
background there is little way up as I have said. A man who is
born into a poor family finds it extremely hard to make good
money. But in the beginning the responsibifity must usually
be laid on the person himself. But today the children of the

@ poor don't have much of chance. Most poor people are born in
poor families.

So I feel that the main reason for poverty today in
the United States 1s to be born in a background of poverty.

THis doesn't really get to the heart of the problem why were there
poor people in the first place, but I Welieve this is &he
major reason why there are. TIME

Essay 2

Why are there poor people in a rich society?

A basic reason why there are poor people is because
these people have traits which our soclety does not reward.
Some are lazy, some have trouble obeying authority and most don't
understand the ways to get "up the ladder" in our soclety.
Some lack intelligence. Some poor do understand how one might
make good but can't for reasons I'll discuss later.

What are the reasons why they are this way? The main
answer is environment, the "cultuee" of the poor breeds poor.
Coming from a very poor neighborhood these people are not
totally aware of how to make good in our soclety. These are
the ones most of us like to think of when we think of the poor
becuase 1t rests the blame on them. They exist - but they‘re

‘ probably a minority.
The most common poor are those whode skills are no
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longer needed. Or those who are Negroes, Puerto Ricars or
others with dark skins.

Technologlcal unemployment, not only in the sense of
the extremely skilled workers whose job has been taken by a
machine, but in the faiore common sense of small farmers who can
no longer compete with the market prices, and have noc other
skills, or miners whose mine has closed down, 1s a cause of
poverty. ,

The Negroes also ‘make up a large percentage 6f the
poor. One half of the Negroes in the United States are es-
timated to be poor. They cannot get the better jobs because
the color bff their skkn and becuase this discrimination over
a long period of time has build a vicious circle of poverty.

A large per centage of the poor do have skills to
"make 1t". But many of these are held down by the soclal
structure, Negroes especially. It is extremely bzrd for a person
who comes from a slum to move up. This 1s illustrated by
the situation in Chicago where the lower-middle class has
been re#oting to protest dower-class Negroes trying to move
into their neighborhood. It's hard tomove up for those who want
to. A college Education such a blg factor tosuccess today, has
long been denied to Negrces without them being abde to do
anything about it. .

If there are 40-50 million poor in America, why don't
the rich do something about it. The main reason is the don't want
to. The poor are hard to see for most, and many don't want to
see them. It seems to me that the idea that whose who are
poor deserve it, is dying. Today people just don;t care about
the poor because it has nothing to do w.th them directly.
They're ok so why worry about anybne else. After all, the pocr
are a decreasing (i) minority.

If no one else wants to do anyth#ing about the pcor why
don't they try to change the situation so they can elimanate
the ghettoes and make 1t easier to become a success.

The reasonfor this is that poor don't know now and
really don't care. THey want to rise in the society but or-
ganizing them is hard because they split into so many spiinter
groups. (Whites, Negroes, upper-lower, lower-lower, etc_ that
nobody can organize between groups to get enough power to affect
a change.

They don't know how to change, even when they do or-
ganize becuase they are constantly meant with resistance from
the upper class power groups which control our soclety.
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ESSAY # 1

The American society is not and should not be regarded as
the ultimate soclety of man. It is however a reasonably well-
off society in comparison with the rest of the world. But like
any other society in the world it has poverty and it's poor.

Wny are there poor people in a rich soclety like America? Does
the fault or blame fall on the system or the people?

The social system, the poor vs. the rest of the society
1s full of faults. Unfortunately no one has come up with a bet-
ter solution of why it (poverty) should exist. In America there
should be an awareness of the fact that poverty exists and exists
in some parts of the country to an extremely great extent. The
poor often go unrecognized as being poor. In Appalachia for
example the beauty of nature often hides the ugliness of poverty
Also a great percentage of poor are over 65 and therefore
have no means to check their poverty

Ultimately the material for finding an answer lies in
people themselves. Some people will continue to be poor no mat -
ter how much opportunity is offered to them, others become rich
through one chance. In order to find an answer, one must look
at people for there is where one of the roots of poverty is.

ESSAY # 2

Why are there poor people in a rich sccliety like the United States?

A problc such as the poor in America is nearly impossible
to aaswer. As the course pointed out, this problem of poverty
is entirely too complex tc be realized fully by nrezenting this
question rrom the point of several fields of study, the problem
takes on many new aspects. The soclologist, ps chologist, eco-
nomist and political scilentist each have some of the answers to
the question. When the answers are brought out, they created more
questions.

The sociologist looks at society norms and patterns,
the economist the distribution of money, the question of who makes
money for what, and how this affects poverty. The political
scientist sees that the poor is not represented in American poli-
tical system and whether they have the same chance for justice
as the middle class. The psychologist sees man's tendencies,
the way other men and society have instilled his notion and
reactions toward poverty.

Society is made for the middle class and it's morality.
The money 1is distributed among this and upper class and the poor
are often never reached. The government programs never reach the
real poverty. The middle class children are taught indirectly to
misrepresent or ignore the problem of poverty. Unless we can
change the attitude of awareness to this problem of poverty in the
United States, the problem will not go past the "paper" stage.
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ESSAY # 1

The existence of poor people in the Unlted States 1s a
result of many factors, plus the striking contrast with the
so-called affluence arcund them., Being "poor" has economic,
cultural, and other social connotations.

As soclety has become more and more devoted to technological
expansion, increasing numbersof workers have been required.

At the beginning of this rapid industriallzation, Americans
were employed. However, foreigners, hearing of the promise
of wealth and freedom in the U. S., began to arrive and fill
these jobs. They were more or less mobile, they knew little
or no English. Moreover, they brought with them their own
folkways and mores which were different from those which they
were to encounter. These immigrants, in that whether they
held on to their old customs and morals, or whether they
adapted to the f£aster, more pragmatic world, would succeed
(or live not in debt) or become poor people.

Similarly we have the city slum-dwellers who can be con-
sidered “"poor people." I am speaking in regards to the
Negroes, and Puerto Ricans. They have not had the educational
backgrounds that would allow them to leave the squalor of the
slums. Thus, they are a static portion of society. The ab-
sence of a father in many of the familles creates financlal
and social problems.

While the industrialization and emphasis on technology in
the U.S. have brought vast wealth, this wealth issomewhat top-
heavy. The lower classes have remained where they were in
social status (derived from income, basically). Calling the
U.S. a rich society is to account for only an average. This
average...

ESSAY # 2

Why are there poor people in a rich soclety like the U. S.?

Poor people exist in the U. S. and will continue to exist
until the "vicious circle" of poverty isbroken. Belng sur-
rounded by an environment which allows no escape (as the situa-
tion stands), each gereration falls into the same rut as thelr
parents. .

The wall which separates the poor frnm the non-poor is -
built of education, modern social standards, housing, and
food. The educational facilities provided for slum areas are
usually minimal, and the teachers are far from the best.
Adding“to the bad attitude toward school are the parents. They
want their children to go out and work to add to the family's
fesources instead of wasting time with books. The poor are
st111 primarily concerned with the struggle for survival, where-
as the rest of society worries what to do with *¢'s surpluses.
In effect the poor and non-poor live in tow different social
structures, but supposedly 1in the same soclety.
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The prevalence of organization among the non-poor in
polities, business, religion, etc. lets them progress rapidly,
bringing abcut real social change to themselves. Since they

are involved with the running of the system, progress will be
toward goals which have heen adopted by this "hierarchy."

13L% 3 QL WilY @

Though, until recently, "progress® was toward any number of goals
set up by powerful individuals, the action affected the whole
society. The creation of a system to produce (relatively) :
cheap luxuries for some people to squander their excess profits )
On seems an anachronism when many other people 1dd not have
enovgh money to provide themselves with decent housing and
enough food to survive. But as the rich got richer, the poor
got poorer ~ relatively, because the standards are changed
by those in power.
The poor cannot escape their place in soclety, because
they de not have the "socially acceptable" means to over-
come thelr plight. Without the power of inner organization,
plus an outward power structure, they cannot begin to alleviate
thelr condition. Andunless something is done to alleviate
thelr conditdon they will become more and more a blight on
soclety as a whole.
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ESSAY ﬁ 1

Why .are there poor people in a rich society like the United States?

Although the U.S.'s economy is booming, approximately forty million
Ameg@sans are not enjoying the benefits of this econoumic. condition.
These forty million people are poor,

Poverty in the United States is not restricted to a specific area.
You can find this condition in New York, Boston, and any other major
city. The poor also reside in small villages or towns. Consequently,
pPoverty is a provlem for all of America.

To me, poverty is the by-product of any prospering society.. As
Emerson stated in his essay, "Compensation, with the good there is the
sour." Thus, poverty is the sour grape of the prosperous American
society.

Automation, which has enabled our economy *o auguent rapidly has
also been a factor in poverty. Today, machines are constantly replacing
men and women in the factory and/or the office. The persons who are
usually replaced are twenty-year and thirty-year veterans of that job.
Since these veople have performed the same job so long they find it dl?-
ficult to train themselves for another one. In addition, many firms will
not hire them because they are in their late forties or early fifties.
Eventually these unemployed people join the ranks of the Aumerican poor.

Another factor in the American society vhich cause poverty is a
lack of education. Today, education is quite integral for all. Thusf
if one lacks a good education or has never received any formal education,
he or she has little chance of obtaining a good job. Generally, such
persons become migrant farmers, moonshiners, and cotton pickers among
other unskilled laborers.

As you can readily perceive, poverty is a condition that is stimu-
lated by the economic gains of a nation.

ESSAY ¢ 2
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S.?

The U. S. of America, the most poverful and affluent nation in the
world today, has approximately 50 million people , one-fourth of it's
population living in conditions that are an ontrage to human decency.
Although the U. S. has the highest standard of living, one-fourth of .
it's population does not share this economic state. The reason for this
condition lies in the structure of the U. S.

The U. S.'s economy is presently booming. Large corporations, such
as General Motors, have been making unprecedented profits. American
consumers are pruchasing more goods than ever before. Amid all this
affluence and prosperity 50 million Americans are living amid poverty.

These 50 million poor people are not within the realms of the Ameri-
can mainstream, The economy doesn't need them as laborers or consumers.

" - Thus, they are forced to remain in impoverished.

Another cause for poverty in the U. S. is the imnate attitude of
Congress to assist the poor in overceming their economic plight.

The Congress of the U. S. isn't representative of the American peo-
ple. Instead, this national legislature reacts %o the pressure of
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interests groups. Since these groups are primarily concerned with their
own needs, they pressure Congressmen to allocate as much money as pos-
sible to programs that are beneficial to the interest groups. Also,
these lobbyists are selective in the people they want theii programs to
assist. Most of the time they exclude the poor.

Thus, the poor are not aided by the one national body that should
respond to their condition. o

One of the main reasons for the existence of poverty in the U.S.
is apathy or ignorance on the part of the American public.

Many Americans, particularly the middie and upper class, do not
come into contact with the poor. These people generally live in ex-
clusive suburbs, where everyone is of the same economic class. When
these people come to the metropolis, they go to the better places in
the city and do not see the slums.

Thus, the people who are capable of heloing the roor are unaware
of their very existence.

Thus, the poor are the victims of the prospering American society.
Since we do not need them, most people would like to believe they do
not exist.
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ESSAY # 1
Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S. A.?

The greaitest portion of the blame for poverty in contemporary
United States lies in the false social standards, inhibiting laws,
and lack of sufficient regulation of the capitalist system and compe-
titive market; however, there still remains room for improvement oZf
these old detrimental conditions. Because of these Pactors, many
people were thrust into poverty and, as their educational and voca-
tional opportunities were drastically reduced, they have fallen into
a vicious cycle of poverty.

A high percentage of today's poverty stricken are Negroes as a
result of the unfair social practices and laws initiated in the nine-~
teenth century. Negroes were not allowed ample educational opportuni-
ties for a long time; and, a result, their vocational opportunities
were limited. Furthermore, employment discrimination was widespread.

As a result of several factors, including discriminatiocn and their low
living standard, Negroes gathered to live in ghettos. This s fration
further inhibited their economic advance.

At least in the North to a certain extent, many of these destruc-
tive social practices and laws have been done asway with. But Negro -
population has often been so far behind that advancement is a slow process.

A long standing belief *n "Social Dorwinism” has caused the rest
of the society to be slow in their response to the provlem of the minority
groups and to the generally lower living standards of the laboring class.
This theory proposes that the "fittest survive" and it is only Nature's
course to dispose with the weaker members as the economic society even~
tually evolves into a perfectone. The viewpoint has been, in fact,
bleak for much of society throughout the "central tradition of economic
thought" as Galbraith calls it.

Many of these ideas have changed now with the gradual resistance
of the poorer themselves playing an important role. Now, the problem
is how te pull the afflicted cut of the vicious cycle they are in.

ESSEY # 2

There are several conditions and factors that have czused pcor
people to exist in a rich society like the United States.

Among those factors are those inherent in our economic system.
First, because of technological advance and the inevitable tendency
toward monopoly that accompanies it in some industries, the people
employed in naturally competitive industiies iike agriculture, tex-
tiles, etc. have suffered at the hands of the profit maximizers and
strong unions in the other industries. Second, since higher profits
and not greater social benefits is the objective of businessmen, peo-
ple sometimes suffer beczuse of “profitable" moves on the part of the
Tirms. PFor instance, many peopie and many towns are left rather impov-
erished when the largest employer in the area leaves for a more pro-
fitable location. Third, although "countervailing" powers play &
significant role in offsetting the power of hig businesses, some groups,
such as farm laborers, cannot, by their nature, be effective as a
ceaatervailing power and are therefore subject to the interests of others.




TRIER, DANA - cont'd.

I actually think the lack of "soeial consciousness"” inherent in our
system is underlying rationale should take much responsibility for =oor
Deople. Furthermore, the real DoOr have not been able to achieve suf-
Ticient recognition or pover within our political system. One reason
1s that money is a prerequisite for power; and, of course, the poor do
not possess it. Moreover, again we see the inability; of poor to unite
into a strong interest group. This inability maybe attributed to their

diversity. But we have Seen some cases of unity lately in the ghettoes

-~
In large urban centers. Another resson for the poor is lack of power
in our political system is

the fact that they are not represented pro-
portionally. Because of this country's delay in re-apportionment s the
rural areas has greater in Congress than urgan areas in proportion to
their population. We often see lack of sufficient priority given by
the Presideat. One wajor cause is the manner in which the President is
elected. In order to become elected, he must satisfy and comply with
the interests of thic major power groups, big business s> etc. These pover
groups of course are not intercsted in the poor; and the President
mst pay attention Pirst to the interest of these groups before he can
turn his attention to the poor. Furthermore, it is often the case that
8 man mustv be more interested in achieving power and sustadning it just
by nature to become & President. It must be ‘pointed out s furthermore,
that the President » even if he were interested, would be handicapped by
other forces upon him, A final point that must mentioned when dealing
with the political pover of the poor, is the lack of voting rights by
Negroes for many years in the South. This condition has resulted in
conservatives being elected time after time in the South.

Psychological factors have also Played a major role in making and
keeping people poor in the United States. First, many people in the
upper and middle classes believe that the poor are poor because they are
born lazy or are naturally stupid. Although this misconception has
many of it's roots in the underlying sssumptions of our economic sys-
tem and in Social Darwinism, many people really have what seems to be
@ good reason to believe these things; because the peor do look lazy

and seem or are stupid. But when we study why they are poor or why

they are "stupid," we see another major reason why the poor keep puor,
their environment makes them.

First, the poor often are depressed,
because they see little chance for any significant deal of upper mobi-

lity or real benefit from working hard. Second s because their parents

(in the case of second or third generation pcor) are very uneducated,

there is little educational stimulation in the home. Moreover, the
Poor are often products of matriarchal families (their existence can
alsc be traced to the low-income earning apility of the father). And
in the ghettoes wthere they often live the kids exert a very punishing
influence on them.

A second reason for the lack of beneficial attitdde on the part of
the higher classes is the general trend toward necrophylia. This con-
dition is due to several factors ( vhich can not be dealt with in detail
in this paper. )

In closing I would like to say that I actually know a heck of a
lot more tut I don't feel very good this morning.
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WOLCOTT, LAWRENCE
ESSAY # 1

Why are there poor people in a rich society like the U. S. A.?

While the guestion of the existence of poor wecple in our society
is one of the most complex questions to ask concerning our society, I
believe that the basic cause lies with the structure of our government,
and economy . Our form of society permits individuals to basically con-
trol their own actions. This freedom, then, results in a division of
our society into three classes; the rich, the middle and the poor,
because of many different circumstances. People with ambition and abi-
1lity become part of the upper and middle class while people wnho lack
ambition, initiative and capability become part of the lower, or poor,
class. Of course this is not the antire answer. Many people are
unable to break the bonds of ghettos and ignorance and raise from pover-
ty even if the desire too.

I also believe that the existance of the three basic classes, thus
the existance of poor people, is the sign of & healthy society. The
homogeneous society of Marx would not be possible because it would
remove incentive to achieve and to gein, and would destroy itself. In
a healthy society although there is epportunity to work and achieve; in
a capitalistic sense, there is also , conversely, opportunity to "sink
into the depths of poverty," and, with a basic difference among veople,
some will "choose" this course.

ESSAY # 2

Way are there pcor people in a rich society like the United States?

Six weeks ago I came to this course convinced that ihere was
one, and only ore, main reason for the existance of poverty. I
Thought that poor people existed because they were too lazy to work,
to raise themselves from their plight. It would be the highest
hypoerisy for me to say that I now know the answer to this problem.
From this course I have found out that there is no one set answer.
There is an incredibly complex set of answers. Basically the poverty
stricken in the U. S. are beset by an economic, political, and psycho-
logical plight which tends to from a vicicus circle, each factor seeming
to act as both a cause and effect.

The people are in a terrible economic plight, many of them below
even a subsistence level. Because of their poverty, they do not have
politicel power in our society, in which money is the criterion for
political power. Because they do not have political power they can do
nothing to rais. their economic status. Because of their econouic
plight and lack of power to do anything about it, psychological fac-
tors develop which lead the circle around sznd eause the people imvolved
to become almost gpathetic to their conditians, for example, or causes
a matriacchal sceiety develop for the poverty stricken. In other words
these psychological factors further aggravate the political and econo-
mic situation further driving these people into poverty.

This is just a basic outline of the problem. I do not feel com-
petent to make any greater analysis. This basic understanding, though,
is a start, a step, in the right direction to furiher understanding

and most of all, a cure for the conditions of poverty in the United
States.




WOLFORD, JAMES
' ESSAY # 1

~ In my opinion it is lmpossible to have a pure rich society. There
are always people that will be poor regardless of what is done for them.

There always people that are oppressed by others and as a result they
can not make a decent living.

There are many wore reasons .tian the two that 1 have mentioned.
.I am going to concentrate on the First of my two reasons. I think
some people enjoy being poor. Some people get many breaks and chances
to succeed, but they do not follow through on them. They are satisfied
to receive just enough money from welfare to get along. There is
enough money and wealth in the United States so that everyone could be
well off. This would be an ideal situation which is impossible. Some
people are born to be rich and some are born to be poor. Regardless
of how money is distributed among them, it will eventually end up in
the hands of the some few. By this I mean that there will be a cer-
tain few that will always be rich and a certain few that will be peor.
I am disregarding the average man in the middle class majority. There
will always be those that do well enough but never become rich.

I don't know if I have made my point or not but I believe tbat
some people will be poor despite the best opportunities in the world.

ESSAY # 2

Why are there poor veopie in a'‘rich society like the United States?

During the last six weeks, I have been able to see the complexity
of this question. I still don't know if I am capable of presenting
any feasible answers. The more I have learned about hhis problem, the
harder it has become to answer it.

First of all, I have realized that there are wany reasous for and
solutions to the problem. Any one solution might help a little, but
they all must work in harudny if anything significant is to be accomnlished.

From my research paper, I have learned that one of the reasons for
the existence of poor people is the failure of the welfare program to
help the poor people who need helping. This is mainly because they have
no politiecal power.

Most of the political power today is held (but not always controlled )
by the middle class. Throughout the course it has become evident to me
that manymiddle class persons don't know or don't care about the exis-
tence of such terrible poverty in the country. If the middle class be-
come aware of the problem and decided to do sonething about it, we
could probably solve the poverty progrem.,

There are so many csuses and solutions for poverty that I can't
possibly write them now.

The main reasons, in my mine, why there are poor people in a rich
society like the U. S. are:

1) Apathy of middle and upper classes.
2) Lack of political power of the poor.

3) Lack of efficient welfare program and
1.' ) The necessity of a poverty class to keep ou> system going as it
is now.

Now that I havetaken this course and gained some insight into the
problem, I think I will better be able to evaluate the different reasons
for poverty, and in the same sense to evaluate other problems in our
society and throught the world. This course has taugh®: me to look at a
problem critically and study the different aspects of it before passing judgment.




WRIGHT, TRELLIS
ESSAY # 1
Way are people poor in a rich society like the U.S.A.?

The United States of America is rich, having vast resources and
indefinable wealth, however, a number of people are poor. It seems odd
that such a great land which has experimented with poverty programs
cannot find a result. One reason for the number of poor people is
the structure of the government, namely capitalism. While its better
than other systems, capitalism necessarily has rich, middle, and poor
classes. If poor people could have more educational, social, and
cultural advances, maybe they could rise to the middle class. Nob
only would they enjoy their newly acquired wealth.

ESSAY:& 2
Why there are poor people in arrich soclety like the U.S.

Poor people are impoverished in the U. S. for a variety of reasons.
First, economic reasons have tended to keep people down. The fact that
one~fifth of the country's population have a large per cent of the in-
come, and how to get the money into the hands of the poor is confusing.

Moreover, from a political scientist's point of view, the govern=-
ment has done little to help those distressed. To begin with, not much
legislation to help the poor has been passed. Due to many reasons, one
of them no re-apportionment, the power of state legislatures lays in
the hand of a small, rural population. Thus, representatives who are
chosen to Congress will protect the interests of these people, namely
the rursl population; who elected them. They will seldom, if ever,
"pull-for" bills or acts allotting any reascnable sum to pcverty pro-
grams.

Also, some psychological factors on the issue can be discussed.
For example, the people who are already poor blame themselves for
their condition. Thus they consider themselves failures and bums-

Yet, they are nct the primary reasons for their condition. It is, in
fact, the system in which they live. In addition, a poor family can
create unneccessary berriers in itself which hinder the making of a
solution to the problem. A mother's insistence that her son is "no-
good" makes him feel inferior. TIf he marries and has any marital dis-
cord, he rather than being ridiculed, deserts. Now, the family is
fatherless, the mother starts the same routine on her son, and the
cycle repeats itself.

'Finally, one of the most difficult problems that the poor have
is the middl= class. One reason is that the poor class has middle
class values, they are constently striving to reach the middle class,
but the average Americans income group will try to keep the poor down.
Some of the middle class people had ascended from the lower class, aud
they want to protect their newly acquired wealth. These alreedy in the
middle class are trying to reach the upper class, and they ex .t con-
cerned with the problem. .

In conclusion, there are poor people in the U. S. for ¢ _uber
of reasons. No one reason will answer the questions., No ¥ © or three

auswers will answer the question. If this were possible the findings
of the Social Science A group would solve it. .




' The Cornell Experimental Introductory Course
‘ in the Social Sciences - A Psychologist's Report

by Michael Maccoby

For five days last January, a group of university and college teachers
uet at Rutgers under the auspices of the U.S, Office of Education,
Educational Services, Inc. » and the National Sciecnce Foundation to plan
new methods of introducing collsge students to the gsocial sciences, What
brought us together was the shared conviction that present methods of
teaching econonies, sociology, political science, and psychiology either
bury the undergraduste’s interest in understanding man and soclety Teneath
a nass of description closked in Jjargon, or force the student to concern
himself with specialized interests of his professors at the cost of

. developing critical and theoreticsl abilities to exeaaine guestio.us of

N | sceial and historical inportance. Furtheriore » introducing the social
sciences tharough one of its branches aleone fosters the illusion that there
is an econonmic or psychological soiution to social problens, rather than
leading the student to understand the interrelationship between the various
forces that deteruiine social biahavior.

Some of us were expecially struck by the contrast between the tens
dency of the social sciences to deaden and uechanize its concepts of nan
and society as comparcd to modern physics and biochemistry where pare-
doxically the subject natter becoues increasingly more alive., By aliena-
ting the social sciences from the deepest social questions and by focusing
on aspects of life ripped from their hwaian context » trivialities and

. - mechanical models masquerade as science.
h The participants at the Rutgers conference agreed that the sociel

sciences should be taught differently, but not all of ug interpreted the
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probler in the same way. Some were concerned by the student protests

at Berkeley which they felt would spread to other colleges and which reflected

student dissatisfaction with the alienation of teaching from student
concerns, OCthers reseoned that student dissatisfaction stérmed nor
neglect by proressors, preoccupied by their own research and consulting,
who paid little attention to their teaching obligations. According to
this view, the fault lay more with overly busy professors than with the
soclal sciences. They suggested that both teachers and students might be
more interested by an interdisciplinary course at the intersticies of the
various social sciences, without an explicit attempt to integrate points of
view. For ecample, a historian, a city plenner, and a sociologist might
present a course on the city, giving the student a chance to sariple the
fruits of the individual investigations.

The merit of this approach is that it could attract distinguished
scholsrs to communicate their passion for understanding to beginning
students, but such a course would not necessarily encourage the students
to analyze either social issues or conventional opinions. It might end up
with more high level description of the history of cities s of planning, of
social classes, without ever coufronting the forces that determine the
evolution of real cities or the human results of affluence and poverty,
of the structure of political rower, etc, in cities. A student whe is
unhappy with modern cities » ¥ho is disturbed by peverty and -racizl violence
in clties, night never begln to learn why cities are as they are and what
must change if they are to be different, By fosusing on a method to engage
high~powered teachers in wndergreduate education, the content of the
social sciences is taken for-granted, and while such a course might impreve
undergraduate teaching at great universities such as Berkeley and Harvard,

it would generate no response at colleg~s and universities whick lack the
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star-systen,

A second group at Rutgers felt that the key to engaging the student,
to preserving and developing his interest in studying man was to help
hin to analyze hinself, Such an introductory course would be oriented to
psychology, sociology gnd possibly to literature, Students would be
encouraged to talk about their own experiences in high school, in their
families, in work, end ot play, and t. sce their own lives in scientific
perspective., The students might also do practical field work in mental
hospitals or social betterment projects, carrying their experiences back to
the classroom for analysis, The major criticism of this approach is that it
can easily become intrusive rather then educational, The college student
is passing through a perisd of adolescence when he is intensely preoccupied
with himself and his identity. He seeks intellectual skills and craves
competence to bridge the gap tetween his separation from childhood and
his need for a moré\‘ma.ture relatedness to the world around him. While he
is ee-er to understand his insecurity and unrest, concentrating exclusively
on personal experiences risks either over-intellectualizing thenm or
encouraging a regressive dependence on the teacher who is not equipped %o
respond., Unlike the patient in psychoanalysis, the student cannot expect
the instructor to have the knowledge, time, and patience to guide hin
through his fears and resistances, A course based on analyzing the stuuent,
if it is at all profound, is something like a surgical operation in which
the patient is left to sew himself up as best he can, At best such a course
might be attempted by an exceptionally gifted professor, but it is hardly
& general model for an introductory course in the social sciences.

At third point of view expressed at Rufgers urged that students be

trained to change socicty, that they be introduced to the sociel scicences

in terms of liberal social action. The criticisms of such & course are
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both obvious and not so obvious. First of all, it is hard to imagine

such training without indoctrination, But even if students were encowraged
to change society in any way they wished, there is no guarantee that they
would learn anything about the forces that form society,
at change would likely be motivated by either naive illusions or aggressive
rebelliousness. It seemed to me that those teachers who wished to use

the clessroom as a laboratory in liberal politics had little faith in the
theory and methods of the social sciences as a means of understanding the
difference between powerful economic, political, social and psychological
forces as contrasted with the behavioral or symptomatic results of those
forces. Rather, they nursed the mystical faith of a disillusioned middle

age that the younger generation, without training or knowledge, would kuow
better than their elders what could and should be changed in our society.

The four <. us who organized the Cornell course shared a dissatisfaction
with the olher alternative suggestions as well as & radical critique of the
social sciences as they are now taught and practiced, Before discussing
our point of view, lct me briefly describe the four participants. The
econonist ie Douglas F. Dowd, who organized the Rutgers conference and
became the course director, Dowd is a professor at Cornell, an econonist
who al®%hough familiar with the current mainstream of micro-econonics
identifies with the tradition of Thorstein Veblen who was also at war
with his own discipline and concerned with meking ecoronic theory rslcvant
to understeaniing man and society, and not merely business cycles and
fiscal policy. The sociologist is Sister Marie Auvgusta Neal, S.N.D,, the
chairnan of the Soclology Department at Emmanuel College in Boston, a
graceful woman who directs her sociological analysis to questions of social

change both within and outside of the Catholic Church, Although something of

& feninist, Sister Marie's ecumenical spirit seeks cormunity, in the




social sciences, in religion, and anong all nen and women of good will,
The political scientist, John Rensenbrirk, teaches at Bowdoin College

and before going to Maine spent two years studying political institutions

in Fast Africa

< Rensenbrink's main interest is analyzing the political
forces of the past and the present that block or allow men to experience
freedon within the structure of society, I an a social psychologist, like
Sister Marie trained at Harvard's department of Social Relations, but also
trained as a psychoanalyst by Erich Frorm in Mexico where I have spent
six years studying Mexican peasants and where I now teach and practice
psychoanalysis, My central interest is studying the relationship between
hunen motivation and the social and economic forcas that mould character,
As a psychoanalyst interested in education, I an parficularly concerned with
the problen of stimulating students to becone aware of the difference between
intellectualized, alienated knowledge and the understanding that comes fron
experience, systematic investigation, and authentic interest.

All of us felt that an introductory course in the social sciences
mst be constructed in terms of content that engaged the student and _
pedagogical methods which encouraged hin to be critical about his ovn
perceptions and opinions and about what we ag his teachers told him, With

this in nind we drafted the following prificiples as the basis for the

course
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A, The social sciences aspire to accuracy of anelysis, interpretation,
and prediction, and yet deal with the hunar person, This implies
dimensions over and above the order and randommess of the date treated
by the physical sciences.,

5A

Human beings are alive, which means that they are constantly
changing, in transition from the past to the future. This change is

& process acted upon by economic, political, social, and psychological
forces. Yet, man is also unigue in the sense thet he can become con—
scious of the forces acting upon him and he can influence then, which
means that he can be morally responsible for them and therefore for their
result which is he himself, For this reason, it is desirsble that human
rroblems as they are now in the process of being lived be the central
focus of the teaching of the social sciences s so that both student and

scholar deepen their awareness of the interrelationship between know=
ledge and decision,

B. The humanities and the social sciences both consider human experience
but face it from a differnt perspective and with different methods,

They share the free use of imagination along with the necessity of
uncritical modes of subjective interpretation, They also share the pose
sibility of going beyond common sense concepts and cultural stereotypes
to a nmore accurate perception of reality by a critical examination of
appearences, The humanist analyzes by critically examining his own
response, while the scientist must produce systematic interpretations
vwhich stand the test of generalized criteria. Thus, the interaction

of student and social scientist must have built into it the student's
effort to demend from the scientist proof and demonstration.

C, Because the social sciences study sccial relations in which men in
their dally lives are culturally embedded and because they deal with
then in their changing forms with historical perspective and future pro-
Jectionz, it is difficult for the student and the scholer to gain objec~
tive perspective on the object of analysis, He must learn tc beconme
aware to the degree that his way of seeing is influenced by cultural .
Stereotypes, ideology, and categories of consciousness. For this reason,
it is desirable that from the beginning of his experience with the social
sciences the student develop his motivation and skill in discriminating
reality from the convention and the illusory. Traditional courses in the
social sciences do not effectively focus on either motivation or skili

in the introductory course.

D. Because the proposed experiment takes the form of an interdiscipli-
nary course, 1t nust take cognizance of bhoth the possibilities and the
dengers in such a format., If the possitilities of genuine interaction
among participating scholars are to be realized, there must be a dizlogue
among the social scientists in each teaching session of the course - a
dialogue that involves not only hearing the others out, but each respon-
ding to the othars actively in the classroom, where the students can
both hear and speak, One of the dangers of such an approach, that it
could lead to confuslon and analytical chaos, regquires new methods for
preserving direction, capturing new insights, and incorporating them
into the developing framework and content.




At Rutgers, the four of us outlined our approaches to the course

question, and from February to July we wrote each other to suggest

readings and to comment on the themes that each of us would presont.

For a while it seemed that the U, S. Office of Education was not going

to suppert the course, spirits fell and the participants began to make
other plans, When the course was finally approved in late Mey, much of the
orgenizetion and integration of the four approaches ramained to be donme.

In fact, we discovered that the course demanded constant reorganizatiysn

of thought and analysis, that the teachers themselves had to listen closely
to thelr collesgue's lectures, changing and re-writing their own presenta-
tions to take into account fresh insights and ideas from other disciplines
that challenged our separate agsumptions.

The pedagogical technique of the course stimulated requestioning on
the part of the professors. The course lasted six weeks, with classes
Monday through Fridsy. The day began at nine with an hour lecture, follcwed
by a halfehour discussion of the lecture, which while open to student
questions was meant to serve primarily as a dialogue between the four
professors, who would point out disagreements, if any, but more important
how each separate discipline in its form of analysis ex:luded or over-
simplified factors centrsl to another discipline, For example, Rensenbrink,
vhe political sclientist, in discussing political power, pointed out that
the white collaer class votes with the upper middle class, even though
its economic interest lies with the working class. Sister Marie, the
soclologist, then colled attention to the aspirations of the white
ccllar class, to its reference group, to studies showing that the white
coller group seeks to be accepted by the upperclasses and tries to copy
its behavior, This discussion paved itbe wey for my own lecture on child

socialization and its relation to forming the character or motivational
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structure in the child that best gusrantees hii success in the econonmic systen.

Dielogue between the professors also showed the students that we
encouraged and expected them to be critical of us. If we criticized other
pointe of view, the students mighv sund hopefully would turn our techniques
against us and force us to consider slternative hypotheses and explanations,

After the lecture and dialogue, there was a half hour break s Followed
by an hour section lad by graduste teaching assistants, There were 53
students in the course, less than we had hoped, since the late decision to
present the course meant that many potential students had already made plans
for the summer, What we had in mind was a course that could be given to
large numbers of students, to serve ss an introductory course at big
universities, For this reason » even though the professors might have led
the secetions, we held to the plen of using teaching assistants, in order to
construct a model for a larger course. The three sections, composed of 18
or 19 students, were led by graduate students in economics, pdlitical science,
and psychology, from Cornell who in their own doctoral researcn had developed 1
an interest in guestions relating to poverty. The sections were to discuss the
lectures and the readings, and after the nid-point of the course, the indi-
vidual research papers which were required from each studeni in place of a
final examination,

The decision to require papers instead of an examination grew fron the
aim of stimulating self-directed intereat, and of confronting the teudency
to learr: enly what is nscessary to pass tests, The students were toid that
grading would be either pass or fail, and a grede of pass depended mainly on
the seriousness of the student, as evidenced from his attendance, participation,
and attempt to explore in his paper & guestion that interested him, taking
into account his teachers' suggestions and the lectures in writing his
paper, He should feel no compulsion to agree with his professcrs, but he

should feel obliged o be aware of what they had said.




Besijdes the lectures and sections » the schedule varied on Wednesday
mornings and Thursdey evenings. On Wednesday, the group broke into
smaller sections of eight, led by o professor or teaching assistont, to

books, including Poverty in America, by Michael

Harrington; Erich Fromm's Escape from Freedom; Rich Man, Poor Man, by Hernan

Hiller, a book on income distribution in the United States; Gideon's Trumpet

by Anthony lewis, a book that describes the ability of & poor man to gain a
succesgful hearing before the Supreme Court with the result that the poor
in general can clagn the right of counsel before any court in the United

States; send Elmgiown's Youth by August Hollingshead, an analysis of social

ciass and its offect on students =ad teachers, on aspirations and popuiarity,

in a midwestern high schooi. On Tiarsdsy evenings, movies, both documentaries

and ‘eature films, on aspects of roverty were shown with discussions fsllowing,

led by BEugene Lichtenstein who served as evaluator of the course fyom the

U.S. Office of Education, and who is a documentary filmmeker in his owm right.

Of the movies chown, five were noteworthy in adding depth in the subjects

treated in the course, and in demonstrating thet a sensitive eye and scien-

tific analysis can combine to iiluminate underlying truth, The documentaries

included two C.B.S, reports, "Harvest of Shame" which studied migrant workers ;
and “"Sixteen in Webster Groves” which studied ‘affiuent high school students. = ¥ :
Another documentary, "Footbali" proguced by Time Ine, clearly illustrated the

clash in our society between humene values and the uvrge 4o win at any cost,

even if this means brutalizing ourselves, The two feature films were

Bunuel®s "Los Olvidados" {"The Young and the Damned") about delinguent boys

in Mexico and "The Cool World" with a sinilar there shot in Harlem, This
concludes the description of pedagogilcal tech.aigue, but it is worth adding
that aithough attendance was never taken ofiicially, it averaged about

90 percent,
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With the exception of two upperclassmen who asked permission to attend,
the students were pre-freshmen of the two institutions. Anong the Cornell
group were 12 Negroes from the Cornell disadvantaged students program,

boys and girls from Harlem, Redford-Stuyve

Harlem,k vesant, Wash

shington,D.C,, and
Birmingham, Alebama, whose low College Board scores would aot ordinarily
gain them entrence to Cormell, These students had been sent a special letter
of invitation by Gloria Joseph, the teaching assistant in psychology, who
directs, indeed mothers, the program. This group proved to be especially
important to the course, not only beceuse of their intimate knowledge of
poverty in large city ghettoes, but also because they forced the white
middle~-ciass students to confront their glibness about poverty and the
wnexomined prejudices that hide behind en indifferernt liberslism, For me
personelly, the Negro students were a revelation. I had not taught fuericen
undergraduates in six years and had never had tae privilege of teaching the
new generation of Negro youth who without any servility or fear and with some
defiance demonstrate the possidility of different forms of intellectual
excellence, other than the ebstract, verbal fluency thet we usually rewerd
in universities and colleges.

Whet did the students, given their different backgrounds, varied
-educetion and sbilities, learn from the course? - One way of finding out is
by examining their answers to tlequestion of the course, On the second
day of classes, students were handed blue books and asked to glve treir own
idea of "Why are there poor people in a rich society 1like the United States?"
On the last day, they were asked to answer the seme question, (neither
answer was graded), and the difference in answers is good indicaticn of the
course®s success with the majority of students. Another measure is the quality
of the indiviqual papers, and & third is the way in which they began to

discuss with their teachers and among themselves (zcmetimes far into the night)
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wizat they hed learned about poverty in America, about the social sciences,

and about themselves,

For meost of the students, the course was felt as a challenge and a

demand 1o wake up Lo aspects of their society and their own iives that they
had seen but never before noticed. Once they woke up to their experience,

it wes possible to relate poverty to the economic system and to facts of in-

come distribution, to unconscious motivation and character, to questions of

political power, and to childhood socialization practices and the social
class attitudes a.nd definitions of reality that mould behavior, Waking-up
demande & eritical view of what they had taken for-granted, such as their
cwn desires for the latest model car, or their excitement about buying new
gadgets and clothes th?r did not need, Do all people share these desires?
Are such desires necessary for a consumption society to operate? Waat

] attitudes would such desires, produced by advertising and social consensus,
cause in the poor? And what about the students® own motives to gain success
in school and work? Are these the game drives that motivete a peasent or a
migratory worker? If not, what i3 it sbout the economic reality of a

sociely whick produces different motives in different societies? Vhet is

the result of the desire to do well, to achieve in our society? Does it

lead to deep interest in knowing, to profound interpersonel relationships?

The students had never before considered themselves as heving been

formed by a particular society. Nor had they considered the humen cost
of thelir formation,

If they had not seen themselves, the majority of white
middle cluss adolescents had much less idea of the poor. One girl's experi-
ence with Negroes was limited to driving through the ghetto of her city

’ "with the windows rolled up, so as to be safe."” A Mid-Western boy refused
to believe there were poor people or social classes in his home town, He

left infuriated from Sister Marie's lecture on social cless end wrote home




to his mother asking her to tell the professor that he lived in & class-

less town., The mother wrote back to tsll her son what had never been
discussed at home, and she reminded him that he did not invite some boys

. O niis parties and others did not invite him. The najority of the middle
class students, like the majority of Americans » confidently wrote in their
first answer that there were poor people becszuse the poor were lazy or
uneducated, victims of heredity or of parents who did not cr se or who
were {rom foreign cultures that do not valiue education as highly as do
Americens,

The middle-class students felt that the solution to poverty in America
is obvious, All that is needed is better schools and teaching plus an
injection of middle class virtues and aspirations into people who would
rather accept relief than work. Their first answers werec glib and self=

@ confident, and they reflected the impatience of meny Americans with the
, poverty program end with high taxation to benefit pooxr people who they felt
were in great part responsible for their own poverty. During the course
s they became awere for the first time of who the poor are, the migrant workers,
the Negroes, the workers displaced by automation, the old people, and the
» Tatherless families. They learned that the poor fall outside of the hears:
of our economic system, that they are not needed to keep our economic plant
T% running at full steam, nor is their consumption of goods aﬁd services bene-
ficlel economically. The students began to see that there are poor people who
with a great will to work are unfitted to gein a decent wage in our society
and are unable to give thelr children the opportunity to enter the great
R soclety. They became more aware of the powerlessness of the poor, politically

‘ es well as economically, and they began to see their own contempt for those

who are weak and powerless. Indeed, they began to confront the fact that

our own soclety based in consumption and efficiency turns human suffering




into abstract problems, causing indifference tv ones own feelings and to the
realily of others., Their final blue book: showed less surenessj but a
sense of the complexity of the question and what must be known to answer it.
es llberals, wno were
~n favor of government programs to "help them," were at first overly proud

of their ncblesse oblige, It engered them to think that the poor night not

bte grateful to receive, and they were worried that the poor people be given
so much help that they would lose interest in helping themselves. In other
words, the majority of middle class students viewed poverity in Americe as a
problem in psychology and morals. They did not consider that the same
economic and social forces which had mede them rich had made others poor,
and they did not see that eliminating poverty meant improving their society,
that it was not & matter of being a "good guy" but one of being a responsi-
ble citizen whose own self interest in the deepest sense required concern

with his environment, Instead, they believed that ail are benefited when

each member of society pursues his individual idol of material gain, and the

obligation to those who fall by the wayside is charity wrapped in a sexrmon,
An unplanned factor in the course which proved as important as lectures
and reading in challenging conventional attitudes to poverty was the presence
of 12 students from Negro ghettoes, They had seen poverty and prejudice
destroy hope for neighbors and relatives who tried desperately to find work,
without success or only at subsistence wages, They had no‘illusions that
education by itself would solve the problem of poverty, and it was no sur=
prise for them to learn that a Negro with a college education can expect
to meke on the average as much as a white men graduated from the elght grade.
But it took & while before the Negro students began participating in the
course. While the white middle class students resisted the questioning of

their conventlonelism and virtuousness, the resistance of the Negroes lay in




their surpiciousness of the professors as representatives of the white
world, Chey feared thet taking the course meant opening themselves to
more of white's brainwashing or to his ridicule of their intellectuel
abilitien, 2 2 iC 1iling

the skills for meking it in the Ivy league, but they were troubled sbout
betreying their origins and their friends. They resented it when white
stulents carefully excepted them when making prejudiced generslizations
adout Negro leziness or violence., Unlike Negroes of another generation,

these dii not find pride in being "different."

., One of the most rewarding results of the course for the professors was

the eventusl engagement of many Negro students who became slowly convinced . -'%

thet knowledge and analysis were relevent to better understanding their
privete experiences and for seeking a strategy to change the ghettoes, A
few discovered that their very lack of abstract intellectual ability saved
them frem the tendency to intellectualize, to compartmentalize knowledge into
formal and deed categories closed to experience., Much of their resistance
to learning and their impotence in ihe face of maltiple choice tests of the
College Board veriety were rooted in their bewilderment with knowledge that
hed no relation to their experience, that seemed purposeless and meaningless.
Orice they could respond to en intellectual question as an opportunity to
transcend conventional wisdom, they were not only able but eager to learn,
One Negro boy in his term paper describes e moment in the course when sud-
denly economics seemed to explain his own fears about the type of work he ‘
could look forward to and the kind of menial work that his brother was
forced to accept. At that momeri;(;, he became irterested and wanted to read more
about cepitalism and its alternatives.,

For Pat, an attractive and quiet girl from Washington, the stimulation

was a lecture I gave on the causes and effects of matriarchal families R




drawing from both studies in the United States and my own work with Mcxicen
peesents, The lecture was concerned first with the economic factors that

allow women %o work while men are deprived the ocpportunity to maintain their

sense of dignity and the patriarchal role demanded

v their
went on to speak of the universal conflict between the sexes and the way

in which ;omexx avtack men with ridicule and men fight back with either
physical force, scononic power, or finally, when they feel defeated and
impotent, by abandonment. Pat and others were for the first time able to see
Negro men as victims, not only of economics and prejudice but also of women
who were not as victimized as they believed. Pat went cu %o study the works
of E, Franklin Frazier on the Negro family in the United States, the Moynihan

report on matriarchy, and twelve other books and articles. In her paper she

considered both the causes of Negro families either without fathers or with

- weak fathers and the possible government policies that might help changs

this condition, ranging from government jobs for Negro men to the encourage-
ment of male Negro schivolteschers in the primary grades, It is a paper that
would satisfy the requirements of a freshman course anywhere, but it would
never have been written if the course had not spoken to Pat's own experiences,
A more drametic educational sxperience was the awakening of Theo s &
very quiet and reserved football star from Bedford-Stuyvesant, to his own
intellectual insight and understanding, We had just finished the showing
of "Los Olvidedos" ard degun discussion about the film., One sequence in the
picture is a dream, The dreamer is a boy of 12 or 13 who lives with his
mother and younger brothers and sisters, The mother resents the boy, blaming
him for the father's betrayal and abandonment of her. She demands that the
boy earn his own living and refuses to give him either the food or affection
he craves., Desplite his wish to be warm and loving, the boy is drawn into a

delinquent gang. One night he dreams that his mother finally listens to his
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plea %o give him something to eat., In the dream she gets up from her bed

and with a half-seductive. half-sardonic expression walks over to his bed,
seylng that she has some meat for him, To his horror she hands him & sleb of
rew meat which is grabbed from his hands by the leader of the gang before he
can touch it.

Although the class had no training in the interpretation of dreans,
they hed read Fromm®s "Escape from Freedom" and Freud's "Civilization and
Its Discontents" and I had lectured on unconscious processes and symbolic
language, I asked the group if anyone felt like trying to interpret the
dream, The first attempt was made by Fred, a bright and sophisticated boy
from one of the better private schools in New York City. His interpretation
wes that the boy in the film was stiil fixated on the oral cannibelistic
stage of development, as described by Freud » and therefore wanted raw meat,
The interpretation might have been made by a graduate student in clinical
psychology or by a first year psychiatric resident, a seemingly logical,
but mechanistic and abstract interpreaation which ignored the character of
the dreamer as it had been developed within the film., I did not comment,
but asked whether there were any other interpretations. Theo raised his
hand hesitantly, He ignored Fred's comrentary and began to describe accu=
rately the symbolism of the dream, The boy is experiencing what his mother
is really like. She cannot even give him cooked meat; the meat she gives
him is raw food that he cannot eat, She lacks she warmth to cook the meat s
but the boy cannot receive even this primitive nourishment, for it will be
grabbed away from him, He lives in a jungle,

Theo's interpretation was much closer to what would be given by an
experienced psychoanalyst tha. Fred's, yet Fred's would more likely meet

epproval in the typicel undergraduate or even graduate psychology course,

since right or wrong, it would show that Fred had asbsorbed some Freudian




decpening his psychological understanding than it was for Fred. Theo was

v/

ideas, while Theo's interpretation might be considered unscientific or too

poetic, Yet, it was casier for Theo to develop & serious interest in

interested and his interes* was related to real life, He lacked training in n
uhderstanding and in facts, and he needed someone to tell him that his insights

and emotional responses were true. Only if his interest and insights wcre

taken seriously and devcloped by a tzacher, would Theo be able to take the

systematicully investigating & problem, and he had not yet iearnei to combine
information from different sources. He needed to be educated in theoretical
teacher seriously and feel any value in learning from him, Otherwise, the

VA

social sciences would remein a game that Theo played badly and intellectual -
work would be a task to be done as painlessly as possible. But when Theo i
discovered that his experience was relevant and his perceptions were not only

accurate but also profound, he blossomed as a student, At the end of the .

course, when I asked & number of students whether the course had stimuleted

them to want to study a problem in greater depth, even if such investigation ¥
had rothing to do with any formal coursework, most of the students who ans~

wered affirmatively defined the problem in terms of one or another branch o

the social sciences., One student wanted to study how the pocr could have

more political power. Another wanted to study the psychology of political
leaders, whether their decisions were determined by rational or irrational
motives. Theo, in his answer, grasped wore exactly the aim of the course.

He wes concerned with the meaning of riots in the ghettoes. He felt they

were related to the dying off of gengs and in some way were a substitute for

gang warfare, but he felt he did not know what caused riots, end he would
need to understand a great deal alout the political and economic as well as
the soclal and psycholagical causes.

But the majority of the students like Fred were more alie: ited both
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from their own perceptions and emotions, and from the subject matter of the
course, It was easier to stimulate and direct students like Thec who had
no illusions about +he extent of their knowledge than to confront those
students who thought they knew a great deal, but who in reality had been
stuiied with cliches and were less interested in learning then in impressing
+heir professors, or at the least in giving the professors wha$ they seemed
vo want, When such students began to discover that the teachers werse impressed
only by their lack of real interest and not by well-meaning but superdicial
generalizations or by a regurgitation of lectures and reading, they felt
argry and deceived, Up until this point their teachers had led them to
believe that it did not matter whether or not they were interested as long
as they complied, Indeed, they considered it unjust for anyone to question
their motives or to call their opinions glib. They nas as much right to an
opinion as anyone, and if they did not really care whether their opinion
wes true or false, based on experience or hearsay, that was their business,
But a main object of the course was to confront the student with his
alienation, not merely alienation from society and from responsibility as a
citizen, but alienation from his own experience, The goal was educational
rather than therapeutic, to make the student aware of how many of his state-
ments were intellectualized and rootless, for unless the student is concerned
with knowing the truth and aware of his own glidbness and pre-judgments, it is
impossible for him to learn anything worth knowing, and the educational
process becomes a dull gmne, interesting only to the greade hungry and the
students who, for one reason or another, wish to imitate their professors,
The goal of confronting the student with his intellectual alienation
might be called the psychoanslytic dimension ¢f the course, even though
there was no implication that the students were mentally ili, But as in

psychoanalysis, the aim was greater awareness, and th¢ uncovering process was




Painful and difficult, Often it triggered anger and hostility from the
student who felt he was being exposed as a fraud or being put down by
superlor professiorial gamesmanship, More deeply, students began to Teel
the fear and anxiety thet nothing was certain, that all they had learned
in the past had to be re-examined and might tura out to be illusion , brain
washing from parents, teachers and the mass media, At the same time that
they confronted their alienation, it was necessary to show them the possibi-

1ity of finding out answers for themselves, of trusting in their own cxperi-

ence, of accepting the fart that scientific investigation demands hard

work, dedication, and honesty, «
n I think it is useful to examine the specific forms of resistance we
~ encounterad in the students, since if the course or one like it is repeated,
the same resistances are bound to oceur., First, some students felt hur: that

i‘ O they were being judged unfairly, They felt that tkey were being accused of
being glib and uncaring of people, that if this were so, they were no good and
'wqrthless. This resistance reflects the students own harsh moral judgments
ghout people, and it expregses 2 computer-like form of thinking that substi-
tutes binary judgments fo;c' reason and understanding, Nothing in the students!
training had prepared them to reason either dialectically or paradjoxically.
Judgments had to e all or none, For them, confronting superficiality or
dishonesty was not the opportunity to develop but rather en irrevocable
sentence of failure,

The second resistance focused on the accusation by students that we
were trying to indoctrinate them. This resistance served two purposes. The
first was to avoid seeing how much their opinions and attitudes toward the

poor and towerds Negroes were based on previous indoctrinetion, how much they

repeated what they had been told without the awareness that these Judgments

ware not supported by their own experience, An iliustration wes a section




di.scussion on "Gideon's Trumpet,"

where we were discussing Gideon's charace
ter, his independence and rebelliousness, which had many positive as well
as anti-social qualities. The conversation led to the question of whether
an independent man could be successful in the corporate society. Many of

th N ols and reflected that even in their schooling, the

viie studenis had 4o
pressures to conform were hard to overcome, One boy objected, saying that
his father was business executive who had firmly told him that he did not
‘like yes-men and that this showed that independent men are likely to be
nore successful than conformists, The boy was unaware that he was trying
to avoid thinking for himself by opposing his father and his professors,
and when he became conscious of this, his first resporse was anger and
sullen withdrawal.

The second function of accusing the professors of trying to indoctrie

e nate was that the students couid then evoid doing the work. Jrstead, they
could maintain that one opinion or. ideology was nc better than any other.
They could point to the obvious fact that the professors expressed political
positions that were liberal or democratic socialist and maintein that the
purpo‘se of the course was to make them think in the same way. In fact,
we were explicitly not presenting solutions or political panaceas, but
rather analyzing a problem and showing that moral choices are demanded, It
was nécessary to make it clear to the students that they could be liberals,
conservatives,; soeialists, or reactionaries, but we demanded asnalysis and
knowledge. Concern over a politicel position in fact proved to be a smoke-
screen Por a laxk of interest in learning. 2 lack of seriousness about
investigating tﬁe couses of poverty. Fortunately, by dealing directly with

ﬁ? this resistance, it dissolved. At tne end of the vcovrse, one critical

student handed out o private questionnsire to his companions, asking them i

they felt the professors were trying to indocirinate the students. Over 90%




answered no. Indeed, some of the better students went on to study seriousiy
without changing their political ideas. An example was Don who at the end of
the conrse commented that he had come to see, at the cost of great resistance,
the evils of our economic system, of the profit motive as the basis for run-
ning & society, but he still feit that no other ] 5 : &

the best we can do is to try and make the system more humane and try to

bring the poor within the system,

Yet, some of the students were frightened by their confrontation with
themselves and their society. To think critically, to consiacr the idea
that everything in America is not for the best was a challenge that unnerved
them., I think of Mark, & very sensitive and intelligent boy, all to satis-

fied with his verbal facileness and his easy academic success whose first

shock was to see that the Neogro students did not believe in his self-image

of liberal altruism and in fact found him prejudiced and condescending. Merk

could begin to confront his prejudice but he was terrified by his own ten-
dencies to criticise the economic system., At one of the weekiy faculty-
student lunches, he stated tkat he had been bothered by a dresam “ae night
before, In the dream, he was working in a super market, but he vege: to
criticise the proprietor who immediately told hin he was fired. Kark pro-
tested that he was a good werker, that there was no cause to throv him out,
but to no avall, He found himself out in the cold., He put on a heavy coay,
but he was still freezing. He looked for his father %o help him, but his
father was powerless. A dog biles him and he wekes up frichtened,

I asked Pat whether she would interpret the dreem, buvi she first
refused, saying she couldn't interpret dreums., "Come on," I insisted, "Vhat
is the supermarket?" 'Thav," she gaid, "is the society Mark lives in. Ve
Negroes don't live in the supermarket, but he does, And if he criticises

the people who run it, he is frightened that he will be left out in the cold."
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Mark felt a shock of understanding. It became clear tc him that he was also
beginning to see his father in a new light, less powerful and uneble to help
him if he were to oppose real power. The dog in the dream reflected the dog
at the end of the movie "Los Olvidados", a symbol of aloneness, poverty, and
death,

Whet then werc the results of the course? For some students it was a
growing awareness of their society and a new interest in understanding. Some
of the students were eager to go on and learn the methods of the social
scienceé;‘while others felt that other courses in the social sciences would
be too mechanical and alienated and they would be better off studying history
or the humanities, For many of the disadvantaged students, the course gave
them & new confidence in their own sbilities and awakened their desire to
learn. But for some of the students, the course was threatening, and it was
not possible for them to overcome thewfeeling of having been attacked. Like
the students of Morris Raphael Cohen, the philosopher who taught at CCNY,
they might have complained: "Professor, you have destroyed our illusions,
but what have you put in their place.” Profcssor Cohen, according to the
story, replied, "And what did Hercules put in its place when he cleaned
out the Aegesn stables?"

Yet, there would be no question to anyone reading the students' before
and after responses to the question of "Why Are There Pocr People in a Rich
Society Like the United States?” or in reading the individual research

papeys that most of the students had learned.something about how to analyze

2 social probien, and had become aware of how much their o0ld opinions reflected

neither convictions nor knowledge.
Tc close, I should like to suggest how the course might be improved in
the future,

1. The weukest part of the course vas the sections, and the difficulty
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was the lack of training of the teaching assistants, as well as their often
unconscious rebelliion and hostility toward the pre¢fessors. I think this is
to be expected from most graduate students who are in a difficult position
with a great wish to be independent of their professors and to give a course
of their own. But the result was that lectures often were not discussed in
sections, and with exceptions their impact was diluted.

Furthermore, it was difficult for a teaching assistant with training
in one discipline to talk about the other disciplines without the fear of
waking a fool of himself., 1In the future, it would be wise to give a graduate
seminar before the course on the same question and recruit teaching assistants
from the seminar. This would work 2t large universities. At small célleges,
high school social studies teachers might be well employed to the mutual
benefit of high schools and colleges.

2. The course necded more time, especially to digest so much reading.
The six week course had the advantage thet it took up all of the students!
time, It was intensive, a total experiencs., But it was not possitle for
the students to read all of the material, especislly toward the end of the
course when *they begen working on their own individual papers.

In the future, the course should either last & year, or if it & sunmer
course, veadings must be choseil more caredully,

3. Finally, a criticism can be made that while the most gifted students
wvere ebie ¢0 both confront their alienzied krowledgs and besin to Learn
theory and methods, the average student learned very little about the theory
and 1cethods of the social sciencas, %bé;e just wasn't enocugh time. Yet, in
defense, it seems to me that tkrose students who go on to more specialized
training within the sociel sciences will have learned to critically exemine
theories and methods, They will be alert to the implicit ideQlogical assump-

tions often hidden bencath scientific rhetoric. They will appreciate the
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' difference between & desire to understend and a wish to conform to the pro-

- | Tessor, They will know the difference between trivial and important problems,
and meny »f them will have leerned that it is possible for the social sciences
to help man to understand the crucial questions with which history ccnfronts
him, as long as he does not flee from his own deepest insights agd experiences
but vather deepens them and tests them systenmatically and honestly.

- In conclusion, the course was rewarding for many of the students and
certainly for the professors. The fact that the four professors were ex=
tremely compatible and open to continual dialogue was a necessary element in

the success of the program,




Septemper 1966
CCURSE EVALUATION
. ior
- ' U. S. OFFICE of EDUCATION PROJECT 6-2132-20 .

. "Development of a New Approach to Teaching Intrcductory Social
. Science in College," Sister Marie Augusta Neal, S.N.D.

The reason for doing *the experiment:

During the school year 1966-6T, a number of social scientists met

gt Tufts, MIT, Rutgers, and again at MIT, to discﬁss the problems

of inadequacy in current undergraduate social science teaching.

Some of the reasons for concern with this issue included:

(1) The current unrest of college studunts dissatisfied with the
style of the learning experience.

(2) The increased interest of college-age students in problems
of inadequate social structures such as inner city ghettoes,
underdeveloped nations, the arms race, current distribution

e of goods and services, modes ¢f functioning of city, state,

and national systems.

(3) The realization that formsl academic training does not give
a rich enough grasp of the operation of these structures to
al%ﬁw foxr effective initiation of alternate programs.

(4) The narrowness of some social science research as well es its
irrelevancy.

{5) The isolation from reality of some theorists.

(6) The overeagerness of students to get involved without any ade-
quate understanding of social process.

(7) The low level of academic excellence in the social sciences.

(8) The calibre of student attracted to the social science.

These reasons for experimenting with new forms of teaching become
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‘a’ compelling when one considers the demand of a rapidly changing
world for not only adequate but superbly trained social scientists
to exrlain current conditions and be consultants for planned

progrims for changes in current social structures. The reasons

for the experiment determined the form of the experimental design.
We were primarily interested in (1) student involvement with a
genuine scholarly concern (2) the relationship ameng the social
sciences as affzctive tools of analysis, and (3) communication among
-social scientists and they with their students as these relation-~
ships affect the academic experience of students. The following
eleuwents were introduced because they relate to these three lanterests.
++ We were trying to develop & course that could introduce large,
!@% even very large, groups of college freshmen to the social sciences
in a way that would stimulate them tc a realization of the actual
structure of society in some of its complex dimensions, while at
the same time the students come to understand somewhat the special
approaches of economics, political science, sociology, and psychology
to the analysis of this sturcture, wherein this understanding would
capture the dynamic dimensions of soclal processes rather than merely
static models. ¥From the beginning of our planning it was hypothe-
sized that the focusing of the course on a relevant social issue
vhich, because of its urgency, necessitated constant policy deci-
slons despite the non-availability of adequate answiss, would allow
for the development of genuine interest in the problem as well as the
‘E’ opportunity of introducing the complex ideas of the four'disciplines
in a meaningful and relevant way. For this reason the course focused .

on the analysis of the following problem: Why do poor people exist
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. in a rich society like the United States? This problem was chosen
from a 1list of ten generated at the original meeting at Tufts. The
others dealing with populaticn, freedom, social movements, ideolo-
gies, underdevelopment, etc., though interesting, did not in their
formulations auggest the vossibilities of such a variety of comple-
xities beingz handled in the one course context. (At this point we
feel that any one of these and others could effectively be used to
tte same end.) Relevant readings on poverty in America, films,
and A paper chosen separately by each student as his interest in
some aspect of the broader issue vas arouse(. by the lectures or
reading were iniended to foster perscnal involvement with the issue

of the course 2~ it related to the four disciplines involved.

(% ’ 2. Concurrent presentation of materials from the frames of reference

o of the four discipiines of economics, sociology, political science,

o and psychology were used to demonstrate the specific relevancy of
these disciplines for the analysis of a complex social issue as well
as to test a new manmner of handling ths introduction to any one of
these fields. In this respect the course was intended as a substi-

. tute for the principles course, not as an addition to it. Thkes expec-

( tation nere is that a student who has completed this course would

s be able to move to an advanced course in the discipline >f his

choice and that the exposures to principles though limited in this

course is adequately substituted for by a clearer understanding of

social process, the place of the disciplineyin relation to the related

& ‘E% sciences, and the interest fostered by exposure to the analysis of a

genuine issue in this cross disciplinary context.
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3. To elfect this complex end, the lectures rather than being odre-~
planned and prepared wvere determined as to order of presentation and
specific contént through weekly meetings of the four senior teachers
sssesaine whet hed already heen done and determining what emphasis
and order whould follow. Thus in the wornths preceding the giving of
the course there were several exchanges of what each member felt
constituted for him the most parsimonious set of relevant analyses,
descriptions, facts, etc., that he must have lecture time to present
in order to give an adequate approach to tt )roblem and to the con-
tent of his discipline around this problem. This 1ist was gradually
refined but the agreement held thut shift of place and content could
ve made as the course proceeded and the student, graduate student,
and senior teachers relationships developed. I think the four
teachers involved: Douglas Dowd, econvamlst from Cornell, John
Rensenbrink, political scientist .rom Bowdoin, Michael Maccoby,
social psychologist and psychiatrist now at Santa Cruz, and myself
as sociologist, would today agree that the challenge of this open-
ness, and the weekly meetings at wh;ch we bargained for time, and
argued icr the legitimacy of certain ;equences and then prepared the
content was for us one of the most creative dimensions of the course.
The follow-up study of the 54 students during the mext four years of
their college career is the only adejuate test of whether this en-
tirely new mode of interrelating the disciplines is, as we would
clain now, an effective manner of clarifying and differentiating

the disciplines as to mode of analysis, methods, use of theory, and
relevancy to the otler disciplines. The assigned readings again made
this point in that they brought to the student a variety of appiroaches

tut all in ways jmmediately related to the issue and to the lectures.
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Readings were assigned by the week and alvays with reference to the
related lectures. Once a week each student met wiih s small group
of seven or eight students and one teacher to discusé these readings
in detail.
There were other aspects of the course which had their own
elements of interest and liwitations, such as the mixture of students

including Negro and white, middle class and poor, differences in

religious commitment, and differences in college of'destination:

Cornell and Emmanu=l. All had a marked effect on the interaction
patterns. These I shall not dwell on here even though they were of
great interest and impact, since they were not built into the crigi-
nal design with any exnectation of specific outcome. The living
together arrangements, the informal contacts at lunch and through

social; all were effective in the course but not peculiar to this

course.

EVALUATION OF THE EXPERIMENT

The only control element that the observer can examine to deter-
mine the effects of ti.s course are the before-after essays which
each student submitted. These are included in the Appendix. What
they reveal quite clearly is that most students, perhaps all but
two, answered the question of the course naively and to a great
extent irresponsibly at the outset. There was a high level of una-
wareness of tne problem sosed and & concomitant willingness to dis-
miss it despite the fact that it was proposed with seriousness. The
after-essays are not so easy to evaluate. They are not brilliant.
But they do show a differenc:: in awareness of the existence of the

Jroblem, the causes, related concerns, and a reluctance to be definitive,
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@'. mirus the earlier tendeucy to dismiss the problem as unimportant..
The jndividual term papers of students range in competence as do
those in most clasées from very fine to very poor and a number of
them lack imagination. The real differences that are available for
examination are ip the attitudes of the faculty and the students
toward their chosen disciplines and toward the other social sciences.
Most of those who shared this experience felt that something impor-
tant hapoened to theﬁ in their understanding of the social sciences
and their ocpenness to use them seriously in the future.

The major limitation of the experience was the difficul§y that
developed and persisted in incorporating the graduate students into
'the open aad easy dislogue on the problem of the course in the dis-

cussion sections which were daily under their control for a full hour

long period. It was originally intended that these periods which
regularly followed the hour and a half of lecture and discussion with
a half hour 1nter;m for relaxation would be tightly linked to the
lecture of the day and focus on student-raised questions arising out
of the earlier sessions. That in fact this did not happen during

the first four weeks of the course to any significant degree can be
explained by a number of factors: (1) the lack of early preparation
of these very fine students in the readings from the other disciplines
(2) limiteq exposure to the experimental design prior to class per-
formance in which they were expected to play a highly visible and

central role (3) the traditional style of graduate student section-

leader role-exnectation. This prcblem in the post course evaluation
. suggested the need of a pro-seminar in the semester prior to the
giving of such a course for those graduate students who will be

involved in the teaching program. There was general consensus that
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this ﬁas a good idea and a necessary step. It may also be true

that scclal scientists who attempt an experiment of this nature
need to possess some genuine interest in the related fields since
the ; - cours gests that biases against other
disciplines can build up resistances to rerceiving tneir relevancy
beyond a certain supportive role to the discipiine orne chooses as
“qugen."
In another attempt I would work further on the most relevantireadings.
I do not think we hsve found all of these yet and they are centrally

important to the_course; In this course Harrington's The Other

America, Erich Fromm's Escape From Freedom, Miller's Rich Man, Poor

Man, Dowd's Modern Economic Problems in Historical Perspective, and

the Bobbs Merrill réprints in sociology were quite effective. I do
not think we have yet found the best politicul science readings and
I think they will probably be\short selections like the sociology
1cadings when worked out effectively, though one really good book
demonstrating how some aspect of the political system operates in
response to stimulation from this issue would be invaluvable, as
would also be something on the changing class structure.

In summary it seems to me that the most effective aspects of
the course include the analytic insights made possible by focus on
a relevant social issue in a cross discipline presentation gnd the
change in the structure of student~teacher relgtions in the open

dialogue across disciplines ir response to s completed presentation.
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THE CORNELL EXPERIMENT IN SOCIAL
SCIENCE SUMMER 1966

by John Rensenbrink

This essay 1s my interpretation of the experimental

social scienge course at Cornell University in which I
participated this past summer. I wish to glve an 1dea
of its character; assess the relevance of the course to
soclal sclence teaching; and draw certain conclusions con-

cerning the nature of thé social sciences.

-

Form and Matter
Four professors whose training and experience were
in tue filelds of economics, psychology, sociology and
poiitical scilence & taught together--primarily through

lectures--a group of 65 pre-freshmen students in z six

" week program on the thematic question "Why are there Poor

People in a Rich Society like the United States?"

We were Joined by three teaching assistants, 2 one
each in political sclence, psychology and economics, who
conducted regular discussion sections following the lec-
tures; and by a film expert 3 who showed nine films and

led discussions based on these films. 4

lNames of Professors

°Names of teaching assistants

3Name of film expert. He also had responsibility for making
an overall evaluation of the course.

“Examples of films seen were Sixteen in Webster Grove, Har-

vest of Shame, Proposition 1U, The Cool World, The Youhg
and the Damned, The Corner.
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The entire facuigy attended each lesture., There were
ﬁib + four . lectures each wepk each lecture period lasting one
and a half hours divided into a lecture proper and a short

discussion session in which faculty and students were ex-
pected to par ticiéate freely,
Each W2dnesday the class was divided into seven speclal

. discussion groups in which particular books used in the
i course were to be subjected to clcser analysis 5 and in
‘. which other matters were to be discussed such as the writing
of the course paper. The sixth "Wednesday session® was
held on Friday, the last day of the course, and featured a
panel of six students responding to queztions concerning

*

the course raised by the rest of the class.

N
The professors sat in on the discussion zections, at

first on a regular basis, but after a few weeks on the basis
nf ad hoce arrangements between the section leader and the
professor. This was done in order to give the teaching
assistant greater sense of autonomy in the classrcom,

The students wrote an essay at the first session on
the question of the course and again at the last session.
Each student also wrote a twelve to. fifteen page course
paper. There were no examinations. Grades were elther
satisfactory or unsatisfactory. All students got an S in

the course except one whose work was Judged incomplete.

9The books discussed at the Wednesday sessions were Harrington's
Other America, Fromm's Escage from ¥reedom, Hollingsshead's

!BL Elmtown's Youth, Miller's Rich Man, Poor Man, and Anthony
Lewls's Gldeonts Tpu et. “A complete 11ist of the books
used in the course is given in Appendix A,




The boys lived together in one gorm, the girls in

A
another. They all ate their meals together with the excepw-

tion of breakfast. Faculty members Jolned the students for
lunch on Monday and several had lunch with the students\at
other times during the week.

Most of_the students were from middle class homes,
elther white collar or small business and professional.
Some, however, were upper midGle class, and some blue
collar., About a dozen members of the class were Negroes
from Che ghettoes of New York, Cleveland, Washington, D.C.
This diversity, especially the contrast in outlook‘and
experience between the onlacks and the whites, was a major
factor in the course.

Consider the following random examples of things talked
about in the course: the kind of discrimination in housing
and jobs which claims the right of persbhal choice or of
private property or both; awareness of class and recognition
of class stereotypes; the meaning of black power; the differ-
ence in perception deriving from different 1ife experience
and styles of life; the nature of social anomie; the eco-~
nomic basis of the erosion of the father's position in the
families of the poor; the gap between liberal legislation
and enforcement of legislation, and correlatively, between
the rhetoric and the record of anti-poverty programs; the
middle class character of contemporary American education;
the limitations of the welfare and ameliorative approaches

to the stubborn realities of poverty and raclal oppression;




the relationship between eéoncmic and political Impotence,
and conversecly of economic and politicallpower; the quality
as well as the extént of the diséarity between rich and poor
in American Soclety; the distincticn between destruetive
rebeliion and a revolutionary spirit; the degree to which
American belief in personal success results in a radical em-
phasis on individual upward mobllity at the expense of a
social understanding of man and of a public interest in
Social renewal-~thegse ape examples of themes and problems,
raised in the lectures and tﬁe,discussions, whileh gained
greater force because of the lively presence of a group of
Negroes with personal experience of ghetto life. By their
presence and because of theipr presence they helped to sti-
mulate a frankness and seriousness of intellectual encounter
among students and staff which by the standards of the nor-
mal college course was extraordinary.

The origins and preliminary development of the course
g0 back to discussions held at the Tufts seminar on Innova-
tions in Undergraduate Instruction in September 1965; %o
the teaching of a course on poverty by "our sociologist,"
Sister Marie Augusta Neal, at Emmanuel College in the autumn
semester 1965; and to the further discussions and plans for
action worked out at the Rutgers seminar on Social Science
teaching in January 1966,

However, actual planning of the course itself did not
take place until the weekend preceeding the start of classes,

There were two planning sessions during this weekend, Instead

of trying to draw up a careful‘blueprint of action we esta-




blished certain guldellnes, for example: (a) the approach

each of us would take to our respective subjects; (b} the
order in which we felt the parts of our subject should be
introduced; and (e¢) the timing of our lectures so that as
much as possible the four of us would rpovide multiple
disciplinary perspectives on the same social gquestion at
the sane time,
These initial planning sessions (and there were to be

several more, held on Monday of each week) gave the foupr

of us a rough but ready guide to what we were going to do.
The same could not be sald for the teaching assistants.
Their first contact with the course was at the initial
weekend planning sessions. Under the circumstances they
did not and could not have been expected to get a very clear
sense of what was going to happen when. They were very
much like sassengers taking a tour through a strange city
in a car not their own and which they were not driving and
would not be expected to drive; they could note street names
and landmarks and maybe get a sense of certain parts of the
town, but the overall layout ,or continuity of streets, or
the relation of parts one to the other, or the idea of the
city, all this might well have to remain opaque to them.
This I think continued to be the case, though with gradual
improvement and some marked moments of exception.

Once the course got under way, the lectures began to

take on a life of their own, though they followed the framc-

work of informal understandings and decisions reached during

the initial planning sessions.




.....

Douglas Dowd began with two lectures on the historicsl deve-

lopment of capitalism and on the transformation of that system

in the 20th century. He cited the growth of a capitalist

market ideology which blurs the nature of the transformation

and blocks changes needed to meet the problems created by

that transfermation, as for example, the parallel and para-

doxical increase in technological capabllity and in the num-
ber of poor people., He established the thesls that the
situation of the poor under these¢ eonditions is one 1n which
thelr number very likely will continue to increase even
while the system, by its own eriteria, sustains a steady
growth,

Michael Maccoby followed with two lectures.. He dis=-
Ltingulshed between behavior and the forces which underlie
behavior. He subjected judgments based on the observation
of hehavior (as for example the noticn that the poor are
poor becausc¢ they are lazy) to an analysis of the dffferent
ways character 1s formed in response to differert econonic
and ideological forces. He developed the concepts of the
Unconscious and of repression. He emphasized how learning
18 decisively affected by the processes of repressicn and that
Unless an ind!vidual achieves awareness of these two pro-
césses as they operate in him, the knowledge he acquires
about himself, about others and about society will remain
separate from the self, that 1s, alienated--either in the
passive sense of kncwledge that 1s "known" but not "felt",
or in the active sense of knowledge put in the service of

consclous-~seemingly rational, but anexamined--impulses,




attitudes, and views of the‘world.
I followed with two lectures, identifying three questions
Céntral to the establishment of any political system: that
of a uniéy'which %s based neither cn nature nor on force but
on some principle of choice; that of an ordering of the
struggle for parity and power among the parts of the union;
and that of creating Space, or freedom, for individual action .
and individual opinion. I distinguished political systems S
acording to the way they answered these questions, paying
speclal attention to the idea of é public, or republié. In
applying this to the United States, I described certain forces
in the present situation such as the increasing militariza-
tion of the government, and of definitions of national
unity, under the impact of war; the continuing concentra-
tion of wealth or control over productive forces and a growing
imbalance in the struggle for parity and power among the
interests of soclety; the subtle transformation of opinion
into ideology to make these economic¢c and military facts
consistent with demceratic values; and thefoverwhqlming
dependence of individual opinion on a mass media dominategd
by forces lukewarm or opposed to change. I questioned
whether thes¢ :orces were not bringing the American republic
into decline, and cited the growth in the numbepr of the
poor in the face of abundance and the intensification of the
raclal struggle as two important symptoms of that decline,
Sister Marie Augusta Neal, in her first lecture,de-~
fined the kinds of things soclologists look at-- and how

they look at them: for example, that institutions are
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sets of rules for getting things done, that the authority of

a group derives from the fact that members share a certain

definition of the situation in which the group finds itself;

that an analysis of 2 sceial system must include attention
both to social structure and social change and that unless
you can modify people's definition of their situation, change
will not take place. Therefore the problem of poverty in a
soclety of abundance stems not from technical difficulties of
distribution or communication or faulty productive capacity
bit it stems from sets of rules in vapious institutions which
cause people to distribute goods and services in a particular
way and according to a particular set of criteria. Since these
rules (of economic, political, and educational rationality) are
imbedded in the way Americans define theip situadien, and
appear besides to accord with the wider values of freedom and
equality of Opportunify honored by théir culture, it follows
(a) that the poor themselves tend to define the situation in
accordance with the prevailing culture, (b) that the poor are
regarded by the majority of Americans--ané often by themselves
as unfortunates or as failures, as deserving of their fate, or
at best as objects of charity, and {c¢) that the only possi-
bllity lor real change towards a solution of t:.e problem can
come about through a change in the definition of the situation.
Accompanying these lectures were film showings of 5

Football a documentary account of the pressures and psycholo-

gical intensitiles manifested in coaches, players, teaches and

townspeople as two traditional high school rivals get set for




their annual autumn clash; The Corner, a study of street lifa

in Chicago; and Harvest of Shame, an insight into the 1life

of migrant workers. The discussions were led by Gene Lichten-

iysis both of the style of a
film and now 1t was put together as well as of its subject
matter.

This ended the introductory phase of the course and al=
ready two weeks had gone by. In the third, fourth and fifth
weeks the lectures elaborated on themes and concepts already
introduced, brough in new ones to fill out the analysis, and
made a variety of applicaticns to the problem of poverty,
showing how the reasons for it engage the inquirer in a highly
inter-related complex of social, psychological, cultural,
economie, and political factors which in turn all together
require a critical assessment of American soclety as a whole.

Sister Marie Augusta, Douglas Dowd and myself gave a set
of three lectures in the third week on social interaction,
class and class structure, income distribution, the relative
representation of interests in the government and the
character and politics of Congress.

Sister Marle and Michael Maccoby followed with four
lectures on socialization, selective preception (its influence,
for example, on voting behavior), middle class definitions of
achievement, the formation of character in accord with the
norms of achievement, the limitations of education, the rela-
tion of men and women and the role of the family in distorting

personality under pressures of economic distress and alienation;
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and the social-psychological foundations of attitudes towards

law and authority. I then lectured on the nature and system

of authority in the American republic and on the latter day

actions of the Supreme Court in const

utional law, criminal
law, and definitions of freedom.

In the fifth week Douglas Dowd lectured twice on the
major forces working in the American economy, giving bvoth a -
micro-economic and a macro-economic analysis. He described

the aims of government intervention in the economy as the
attempt to keep a market System viable 1n spite of its tendency
to monopoly, and as the further attempt to enable that system,
via the use of monetary and fiscal controls, to achieve high

productive levels in spite of a tendency to stagnation,

These aims, he argued, and the means used to accomplish them,

do not.necessarily Support 2 public interest in social health
and cultural vitality or the particular economic interest

of the poor. 1In fact, the self-regarding habits of mind

and the standards of success required by the prevailing
economic systems virtually preclude the development from with-
in itself to institutions or programs of action which can meet
thése interests. That 1is, the needs of poor people and the
needs of many who though not pocr are marginally within the
system, as well as the wider needs of the public, are met only
inso far 